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FIRM PROVING ITS METTLE AS £27M FACTORY TAKES SHAPE 





The Steel & Alloy site 


A £27 MILLION factory on a former 
site in the Black Country is starting 
to take shape. 

The Steel & Alloy Processing site 
in Popes Lane, Oldbury will house 
state-of-the-art equipment and create 
50 jobs. 

The land was formerly Albright 
High School until 1983 and was pre¬ 
viously owned by Sandwell Council. 

Steel & Alloy Processing has its 
headquarters in West Bromwich and 
also has sites in Darlaston, Cannock 
and Smethwick, counting the likes of 
Jaguar, Vauxhall, Volkswagen and 
Volvo among its customers. 

Halesowen-based A&H Construc¬ 
tion is carrying out work on the 


building which is due to be ready in 
November. 

Oldbury ward councillor Susan 
Downing said: “It’ll bring a lot of jobs 
to the area which we must embrace 
because jobs are really needed in the 
borough. However, it seems a lot big¬ 
ger than people expected. 

“It’s good to have a new company 
come to Oldbury.” 

When worked started on the site 
back in February, Mark Cooper, 
managing director of Steel & Alloy 
Processing, said: “Our main facility 
in West Bromwich is at full capac¬ 
ity and this significant investment 
demonstrates the confidence that our 
parent company, Gonvarri Steel Ser¬ 


vices, has in the UK business. It will 
allow us to develop new processing 
technologies and materials to meet 
the ever increasing demands of the 
UK automotive industry and secure 
the company’s position as the leader 
in the field. 

“It is great to have found a new site 
so close to our existing operations and 
we are grateful to both the council 
and the Department for International 
Trade for their support in getting us 
to this stage.” 

The Black Country LEP supported 
the project using the Growth Deal in¬ 
vesting £54,000 in site investigations 
for the Popes Lane site. The new fac¬ 
tory in Oldbury will eventually create 


around 150 jobs with another 100 
workers expected to join the firm over 
the next two phases of the expansion. 

Sandwell Council leader Steve 
Eling said previously: “It is encourag¬ 
ing to see significant investment from 
Steel & Alloy coming into Sandwell. 

“The borough offers businesses 
wishing to expand and grow a chance 
to move to an area at the forefront of 
cutting edge manufacturing with es¬ 
tablished supply chains and a highly 
skilled workforce. The investment 
and new jobs being created by Steel & 
Alloy Ltd are very welcome and is fur¬ 
ther demonstration of Sandwell and 
the Black Country being at the heart 
of UK manufacturing.” 


Road safety moves to prevent further casualties 

BLACKSPOT TO 
GET 20MPH LIMIT 


THE speed limit will be cut to 20mph at an acci¬ 
dent blackspot in Wednesbury in the wake of col¬ 
lisions which have taken place over the past five 
years, with fears schoolchildren may be at risk. 

Four serious collisions have happened on Old Park Estate, 
resulting in eight casualties and one fatality between May 
2012 and 2017. The new speed limit, dropping from 30mph, 


will be in force around Old Pa 

Parents of pupils have previously 
called for traffic calming measures. 

Father Adam Baker, aged 25, 
was pronounced dead after his car 
left Old Park Road and hit a tree in 
March 2014. 

At an inquest at Smethwick Coro¬ 
ners Court, Pc Paul Robbins, a force 
collision investigator, estimated 
the scaffolder had been driving at a 
speed between 50 to 60 mph along 
the 30 mph limit road. Toxicology 
reports also found Mr Baker had 143 
mg of alcohol in 100 ml of blood. The 
drink drive limit is 80 mg. 

Monitoring 

Traffic was monitored outside Old 
Park Primary School last year after 
a petition signed by 200 parents and 
staff was handed in to the council. 

Monitoring strips were placed 
across the road outside the school by 
the council following complaints by 
residents about speeding cars, park¬ 
ing taking place on zig-zag lines and 
people parking across driveways. 

It is hoped that the new speed 
limit, costing £10,000 to enforce, will 
also prevent cars approaching junc¬ 
tions and crossing areas at speed and 


•k Primary School. 

Report by Lucy Thompson 


provide safer access to shops. Ward 
councillor Elaine Costigan, said: “The 
residents there saw that there was a 
problem and started to act on it about 
16 to 18 months ago. 

“They put a petition in to the coun¬ 
cil and thankfully the council have 
listened. There’s been a few accidents 
on that road. 

“I think it’s good news and it’ll slow 
people down - it’s good news for the 
families too that walk to the school. 

“Police have been in force around 
the area for quite a while and have 
been putting notes on cars because of 
they way they’re parked.” 

She added: “We’ve done a lot of 
things about safer parking and we’re 
working hard as ward councillors to 
listen to our residents. I think the 
new speed limit could be put in place 
from August.” 

A resident on Lime Road objected 
the proposal and said it ‘does not 
meet the needs of the area’ but the 
council have decided to go ahead with 
the scheme. 


Just the ticket for Albion star tribute 



Irish music legend Phil Coulter with James’s wife Erin and the bus 


ALBION and Republic of Ireland star 
James McClean has been chosen to 
appear on a bus in his home town. 

The face of the midfielder will 
greet passengers every day in Derry, 
Northern Ireland, after people voted 
for him to feature on a Bus of Leg¬ 
ends. McClean was one of three of 
Derry’s heroes chosen from a short¬ 


list of six, beating former Northern 
Ireland footballer and Villa manager 
Martin O’Neill and the band The Un¬ 
dertones. 

Irish musician Phil Coulter and 
Hollywood actress Roma Downey also 
appear on the bus alongside McLean, 
who is pictured on the bus in a Bag¬ 
gies shirt. Transport firm Translink 


Son Junior, with his dad on the bus 

unveiled the double decker to the 
public at a ceremony in the Guildhall 
Square, Derry. McClean said: “I was 
completely overwhelmed with pride 
when I was told I was chosen by the 
people of my home town to receive 
this honour. I am so proud of where I 
come from and I truly believe Derry is 
the best place in the world.”” 


EMERGENCY 

Arsonist blamed 
for blaze at hotel 

A hotel was evacuated after a fire broke 
out in a sixth-storey room following a sus¬ 
pected arson attack. 

Firefighters called to the blaze at Premier 
Inn in West Bromwich High Street carried 
out a floor-to-floor evacuation to ensure 
everyone inside was accounted for. No in¬ 
juries were reported. 

Fire crews saw fire and smoke coming 
out of a window as they arrived. 

Police are now investigating the cause of 
the blaze at around 8.40am on Saturday. 

A spokesman for the force said: “We be¬ 
lieve it is arson at this stage but an investi¬ 
gation is ongoing.” 

INQUEST 

Off-road bike boy 
died after collision 

A 15-YEAR-OLD boy died after being 
struck by a car while on an off-road bike, 
a coroner heard. Sean Purchase, from 
Great Barr, suffered fatal injuries after 
the collision in King- 
standing in February. 

The teenager was 
taken to hospital, but 
later died. 

At an inquest at 
Birmingham Coro¬ 
ners’ Court last week, 
area coroner Emma 
Brown heard how the 
car, a Vauxhall Astra, 
was travelling six miles above the speed 
limit. But she said the collision was ‘in¬ 
evitable’. 

She said the teenager died as a result 
of a road traffic collision. 

COUNCIL 

Old Jonathans site 
plans are delayed 

A DECISION on a plan to redevelop a fa¬ 
mous hotel building in Warley has been 
put off after objections were raised. 

The Best Inn - previously Jonathans 
Hotel and Restaurant, at the junction of 
Wolverhampton Road and Hagley Road 
West, could be knocked down to be re¬ 
placed with a restaurant and 33 flats. 

Sandwell’s planning committee were 
due to discuss the plans today but the mat¬ 
ter has been postponed until a site visit. 
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Goose cooked as pub becomes Sandwell 



The former Goose pub 


PUB-GOERS have persuaded the own¬ 
ers of their beloved local to change its 
name back to its former historic origin. 

The Goose, which is located on West 
Bromwich High Street, will be known 
as the ‘Sandwell’ following the change 
which came in to place on Saturday. 

That was the original name given to 
the pub in 1895 before it was superseded 
by The Goose. 

The owners held a VIP night of cele¬ 
bration to mark the name change. 

“We’ve been nicknamed the Sandwell 
for as long as I can remember,” said pub 
manager Trevor McLeish. “We’ve been 


teased for years about changing the 
name so in the end we put it to the vote 
and it was pretty unanimous with 95 per 
cent of the 150 voters flexing their mus¬ 
cles saying The Goose has got to go!” 

The pub has chosen to raise money for 
charity Parkinson’s UK throughout the 
year. The VIP night featured music and 
karaoke. 

Marston’s brewer was on hand to 
celebrate the expansion of cask ales 
and there were plenty of samples to try 
throughout the evening. 

Adding to the pub’s sporting crown 
with its 10 HD screens, Sky and BT 


sports, a new table service during the 
big matches will ensure customers 
never miss a second during big sporting 
events. 

“We are the best for sports in the area 
and being so close to West Bromwich 
Albion, it’s important we stay ahead of 
the game, so it’s been more than just the 
name that it turns out our customers 
have voted for!” added Trevor. 

The pub holds quiz nights on Mon¬ 
day, poker tournaments on Tuesday, 
pool competitions on Wednesday, and a 
party night called Midweek Madness on 
Thursday. 


Council's backing for 
renewal of spy powers 


SPYING powers that enable 
councils to target criminal oper¬ 
ations through covert tactics are 
being renewed in Sandwell. 

Council bosses were set to vote for a 
continued use of the Regulation of In¬ 
vestigatory Powers Act 2000 at a cab¬ 
inet meeting which was taking place 
yesterday, Wednesday. 

The special act gives local authorities 
the power to carry out covert surveillance 
which would normally breach human 
rights laws. 

Sandwell Council has only used the 
powers once, which was during a trading 
standards investigation into the sales of 
counterfeit goods. 

Steve Eling, leader of the council, said: 
“We only ever used the act once during an 
investigation into rogue traders who were 
ripping people off with fake goods. 

“The powers of the act are used to collect 
evidence, which protects people from being 
ripped off. 

Renew 

“We normally bring prosecutions against 
rogue traders without having to resort to 
RIPA powers, we very rarely use it. But the 
powers are there if we need it. 

“It has got a bad name in other council 
areas where they are used to spy on people, 
but we have never done that. We have to 
renew the powers by law.” 

The act grants councils the power to 
carry out ‘covert surveillance’ during 
specific operations, and allows the use of 
agents, informants and undercover officers. 

Council operatives used ‘direct surveil¬ 
lance’ to spy on the rogue traders as part 
the investigation, which took place in the 
last 14 months. 

Sandwell Council is updating the act to 
make it official that any future use of the 
powers will fall under the responsibility of 
a new chief officer, who has been appointed 
as the director of resources. 

Councillor Syeda Khatun, deputy leader 
at Sandwell Council, said: “We use these 
powers sparingly where we need to in the 
fight against crime. 

“Our priority is to protect people from 
criminals.” 


Bosses gear up for pub revamp 



Phil Britton outside the Wheatsheaf pub in West Bromwich which is set for a makeover 


BOSSES of a Black Country pub 
chain are gearing up for six weeks 
of restoration work which will re¬ 
model the interior of a high street 
pub. 

The work to revamp the Wheat¬ 
sheaf in West Bromwich is expected 
to cost around £100,000. 

Holden’s, which owns the pub, 
is spending the money to open up 
the inside of the premises from two 
rooms to one which will mean the 
bar being repositioned. 

The Wheatsheaf has served the 


town for generations and the front 
of the pub is located to protect the 
historic architecture. 

Phil Britton, Holden’s national 
sales manager, said: “We will be 
moving the bar to one of the back 
walls. At the moment, there are 
two trade rooms and no real flow 
of customers. They either go in one 
side or the other. We will be open¬ 
ing up the pub to get a good flow.” 

The pub will close on Saturday 
and a building team will move in to 
begin the work next Monday and 


is expected to reopen on August 4 
with Holden’s introducing Baggies 
memorabilia. 

The Wheatsheaf dates back to 
the 19th-century during Victorian 
Britain. 

West Bromwich historian Terry 
Price says the pub goes back as far 
as 1876, where it was listed in a 
trade directory. 

The door and window panes of 
the pub are painted in black and 
white, and are set against a cream 
colour for the brickwork. 


Get together 
for events 
in memory 
of killed hip 

SCENIC Sandwell Valley Country Park 
is hosting a Great Get Together on Sat¬ 
urday, as part of nationwide events to 
celebrate the life of Jo Cox MR 

People from all walks of life are being 
invited to celebrate the things that unite 
them and champion being good neigh¬ 
bours from 16-18 June, a year on from 
Jo’s murder. The Sandwell Valley Great 
Get Together event will be held at the 
paddock area near Sandwell Park Farm 
on Saturday 17 June from 11am to noon. 

Guest speakers will talk about Jo and 
what she meant to them as well as in¬ 
viting people to celebrate her values to¬ 
gether. 

People can get crafty with a competi¬ 
tion to decorate a pot and plant it with 
seeds to take home or give it to a neigh¬ 
bour. Prizes will be awarded for the pots 
that best display the Love Your Neigh¬ 
bour message. 

There will also be badge making and 
face painting and Love Your Neighbour 
stickers. Volunteers from Nash Dom will 
be running a cake stall. 

People are also invited to stay on for a 
bring-your-own picnic. 

A Great Get Together bring and share 
picnic is also being held at Lightwoods 
Park, Bearwood, on Sunday, from noon 
until 3pm. This has been organised by 
Crafty Muthas and the Bearwood Pan¬ 
try, together with other local groups. 
Everyone is welcome. Meet by the 
grassed area in front of Lightwoods 
House. 

Follow the #GreatGetTogether and 
#LoveYourNeighbour on Twitter. 

Disco due In aid 
of beauty spot 

A FUNDRAISING disco in aid of a beau¬ 
ty spot takes place tomorrow, Friday. 

Proceeds from the event at Corks 
Club, on the corner of Bearwood Road 
and Sherwood Road in Smethwick, will 
go to War ley Woods. 

Trust member and DJ Andrew Maxam 
is organising the music which will have a 
1970s and 80s theme. 

The disco starts at 7.30pm. Tickets, at 
£5 adults or £3 children, are available at 
the shop at the pavilion or at www.war- 
leywoods.org.uk 

Warley Woods, sometimes known as 
Warley Park or Warley Woods Park, is a 
100-acre award-winning public park in 
Smethwick. It was originally laid out by 
Humphry Repton. It has been Grade II 
listed by English Heritage in their Reg¬ 
ister of Historic Parks. 

Micro-pub plan at 
coffee shop lodged 

A MICRO-pub could be opened in Row- 
ley Regis under plans lodged. 

Neil Clulow has submitted an appli¬ 
cation to Sandwell Council to replace a 
coffee shop in High Street with the pub. 

A decision is expected on the decision 
in the coming weeks. 


FreeiFittinq on Kitchen Doors 


Claim your free voucher to use whenever you like - FREE Voucher for 1st 100 claimants only one per household 

I We also do.. 



Worktops 


Panels 


Sinks & Taps 


I Ovens 
Hobs 



0800 776 5046 


Free Brochure-line 


Use Replacement Kitchen Doors 

to enhance your home and save IviaitCUVCI a 

you money. Request a quote today! No Fancy Showrooms - No Fancy Prices! 


www.msmo.co.uk. 


Minimum spend £750 - Full details online 
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Police chief 
backs £3k 
penalty for 
car cruisers 

A POLICE chief has welcomed a 
£3,000 penalty imposed on two ‘na¬ 
ive’ women who breached a Black 
Country-wide ban on car cruising by 
organising a gathering. 

Chloe Kendrick, aged 19, of Bilston, 
and Devon Roden, 25, of Netherton, 
posted details of the intended meet-up 
at Burnt Tree Island, Dudley, on 
Facebook but the event was cancelled 
after police intercepted the message. 

Both admitted breaching an injunc¬ 
tion and were ordered to pay more 
than £3,000 in fines and High Court 
costs. 

Inspector Julie Mason, policing lead 
for car cruising in the Black Country, 
said: “West Midlands Police are com¬ 
mitted to tackling the issue of car 
cruising and are working successfully 
in partnership with local councils in 
the Black Country to eradicate what 
is in essence dangerous driving and 
anti-social behaviour. 

“As can be seen with these lat¬ 
est convictions we will continue to 
take joint action against anyone that 
thinks they are above the law.” 

The injunction was secured by the 
four Black Country councils and West 
Midlands Police in February 2015 to 
tackle the problem of car cruising, 
which was blighting the lives of res¬ 
idents and having a detrimental im¬ 
pact on businesses throughout the 
region. 

It banned people from taking part 
in a car cruise anywhere in Dudley, 
Sandwell, Walsall and Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, or from promoting, organising or 
publicising one. 

£2m flats scheme 
for old church 

A CARE agency for adults with learn¬ 
ing disabilities has opened a new £2 
million supported living scheme. 

Select Lifestyles Ltd, based in Old¬ 
bury, has opened the new scheme in 
Walsall, bringing 25 full-time jobs 
to the town. Planning permission 
had been granted to convert and ex¬ 
tend the former St Aidans Church in 
Hawbush Road to form eight self-con¬ 
tained flats. An open day was held ear¬ 
lier this year. 

Les Trumpeter, general manager 
at Select Lifestyles, said: “This is now 
our second scheme within the Walsall 
area after successfully operating in 
the borough since 2010, and we are 
delighted to bring another building 
back into use with a high specification 
finish for our residents.” 

Cheers to Rising 
Sun beer festival 

A TIPTON pub is staging a four-day 
summer beer festival, starting today 
(Thursday). 

The Rising Sun in Horseley Road, 
run by the Black Country Ales chain, 
is holding the festival until Sunday. 


Price right for more than Poundland 



Poundland, but other prices too 


POUNDLAND is moving away from 
selling everything for just £1, as its 
new owner says it wants to introduce 
‘a multi-price’ product range. 

The Black Country-based chain 
was bought by South African retail 
group Steinhoff for £610 million last 
summer. 

Since then the new owners have 
rung the changes, introducing 50 of 
its Pep&Co budget fashion outlets in 
Poundland stores. Now they are plan¬ 
ning on expanding from Poundland’s 
traditional £1 for everything offer to 
selling more expensive goods; what 


it calls ‘a multi-price point product 
range’. 

Steinhoff, which also owns Ben¬ 
sons for Beds in the UK, is looking 
at ways for Poundland to collaborate 
with other companies in the group 
on a supply chain initiative, probably 
aimed at cutting the cost of buying 
goods from suppliers. 

Unveiling the group’s half year 
figures, Steinhoff chief executive 
Markus Jooste said: “We remain ex¬ 
cited about the Poundland acquisition 
providing the general merchandise 
business with the necessary scale in 


the UK. Poundland is trading ahead 
of expectations with continuing pos¬ 
itive like-for-like revenue growth for 
the six months under review.” 

Poundland added £790m in revenue 
to Steinhoff in the months since it be¬ 
came part of the group, which said 
the chain had ‘continued to perform 
ahead of expectations’. 

After a slump in sales over the last 
year or two, Steinhoff said it had seen 
like-for-like sales up in both the first 
three months of the year and in the 
second - the first positive growth 
since December 2014. 


Pub ordered to tighten 
security after disorder 

A TROUBLED pub has been ordered 
to tighten security after police said 
it has become a hotbed for crime 
and disorder over two years. 

Officers were called to 35 incidents at 
The Knights Quest in Blackheath High 
Street, including ‘mass disorder’ which 
saw a man knocked unconscious when his 
head was stamped on during a brawl in 
the road outside the pub. 

West Midlands Police moved to take action 
against the venue over concerns young people 
were ‘drinking to excess’ into the early hours, 
often sparking violence. 

It must now close an hour earlier on Friday 
and Saturday nights, install more CCTV and 
have door staff wearing body cameras on duty 
from 9pm on Fridays and Saturdays. 

The Knights Quest was described as the 
‘most problematic’ pub in Sandwell and was 
being monitored on a police watchlist. 

Ambulances were called to the Marston’s pub 
12 times in the year to April 2017, 10 of those 
resulting in someone being taken to A&E. 

Combined 

Violence in March involving ‘20 or 30’ peo¬ 
ple, when the man was attacked and left uncon¬ 
scious having left the Knights Quest, proved 
the final straw for the force which ordered a 
review of the licence. 

Police licensing officer Mick Boyd told a 
Sandwell Council hearing there had been in¬ 
cidents inside and outside the pub and that 
police had been called more times to The 
Knights Quest than eight other pubs in the 
area combined. He said the number of officers 
sent to the pub since 2015 was equivalent to 
that which would police a ‘Premiership football 
match’. 

Mr Boyd said: “The Knights Quest has been 
a focal point for crime and disorder and anti-so¬ 
cial behaviour over the last 19 months involv¬ 
ing persons subject to assaults and wounding 
inside and outside the premises. 

“It is the most problematic licensed premises 
in Sandwell. 

“Young people are drinking to excess into the 
early hours and there is a failure and reluctance 
on staff to report incidents. When they leave 
troublesome customers are no longer seen as 
the responsibility of the Knights Quest.” 

Michelle Hazelwood, representing Marston’s, 
said the pub had operated well but needed ‘a 
little bit of guidance at this time’. 


Streets reclaimed for first festival 



Performers made the day go with a swing Hundreds enjoy the atmosphere and spectacle of the festival 


THEY stopped the traffic and 
claimed back the streets as thou¬ 
sands flocked to take part in an 
outdoor festival of music, theatre, 
food and crafts. 

Sunday’s first Bearwood Street 
Festival has already been declared 
a success by local councillor Steve 
Eling. “The atmosphere was great, 
there were masses of people and 
lots of good acts on the stage,” he 
said. 

Musicians entertained the 
crowds from a stage set up outside 
The Bear pub at one end of Bear¬ 
wood Road, which was closed off to 
traffic. 

There were also street theatre 
performers, food stalls, an indoor 
market and games for the children. 

Highly Sprung Performance 
Company, which specialises in pro¬ 


jects aimed at young people, set up 
a theatre trail in the town, leading 
visitors on a journey through Bear¬ 
wood’s past, present and future. 

Fiona Pitt, Bearwood Street Fes¬ 
tival organiser, said they had had 
a ‘fantastic response’ since first 
mooting the idea. She said: “The 
High Street has had a decline in 
recent years and now we want to 
help bring it back to life and get 
different businesses helping us 
out.” 

More than 30 stalls were laid 
out and dozens of volunteers came 
forward to help the day go without 
a hitch. 

Councillor Eling said: “You al¬ 
ways take a risk with the weather 
with these outdoor events but, 
apart from a stiff breeze, the 
weather held out for us.” 



Young and old enjoyed the event 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Clean air day call 
to fight pollution 

HEALTH chiefs have urged people to 
take action to tackle air pollution. 

Birmingham Women’s and Chil¬ 
dren’s NHS Foundation Trust bosses 
have encouraged people to make a 
difference to air pollution, which con¬ 
tributes to nearly 900 deaths a year in 
the city. 

Today, Thursday, is National Clean 
Air Day. 

Everyone is being encouraged to 
think about how they can play a part 
and make their own personal pledge 
to help combat the issue that affects 
thousands of young people each year. 

Children living in high pollution 
areas are four times more likely to 
have a reduced lung function and 
there is evidence it also contributes to 
a range of conditions. 

Company's take 
on My fair Lady 

ONE of Birmingham’s top amateur 
musical theatre companies is staging 
the stylish musical My Fair Lady next 
week. 

BMOS Musical Theatre Company, 
which was founded 130 years ago, will 
stage the show at Birmingham’s New 
Alexandra Theatre from June 20 to 
24. 

See bmosmusicals.org or www. 
atgtickets.com/shows/my-fair-lady/ 
new-alexandra-theatre-birmingham 
for tickets. 

West End stars lead 
Bond theme concert 

WEST End stars will lead a musical 
celebration of The Best of James Bond 
at Symphony Hall, Birmingham, on 
Saturday night. 

More than 50 years of Bond themes, 
such as From Russia With Love, Dia¬ 
monds Are Forever, Young Only Live 
Twice and Skyfall, will be sung by 
former Wicked stars Louise Dearman 
and Oliver Tompsett, accompanied by 
the London Concert Orchestra. 

See thsh.co.uk or call 0121 780 3333 
for tickets. 

Rugby club in 
volunteers plea 

A RUGBY club is calling on volunteers 
to give a helping hand tomorrow as 
part of its annual ‘working weekend’. 

Walsall Rugby Club calls on mem¬ 
bers of the public to help around the 
stadium and clubhouse once a year 
and has asked if anyone with a bit of 
spare time can offer support. Staff will 
be on site at Delves Road from 11am. 

A club spokesperson said: “It is a 
definite case of the more the merrier 
and many hands make light work.” 

Space for music 

SPACE inspires a pair of special con¬ 
certs in Birmingham later this month. 

The Space Spectacular: Star Wars 
& Beyond concert - on June 23, at 
7.30pm and June 25, at 3pm - will 
be held at Symphony Hall. See thsh. 
co.uk or call 0121 780 3333. 




Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 



KITCHENS I BATHROOMS I BED000MS 



lO REASONS TO HAVE AN IDEAL HOMECARE BATHROOM / KITCHEN / BEDROOM 


Q Family business established over 28 years 
0 Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 
0 FREE home design service, we listen to you and design 
to your requirements 

0 Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, 
sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry, we 
are here to help and advise what is right for you 
0 We project manage from start to finish 


0 We can supply only, or complete the whole project, 
including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 
and even decorating 

o All rubbish removed at the end of the project 
0 Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

0 NICEIC Registered electricians 
<E> Quality products at realistic prices 


www.idealhomecare.co.uk 


i(iEau<omEcarE 

The Home Improvement Specialist 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, 
West Bromwich, B71 3JS 

Telephone: 0121 588 5737 


OPENING TIMES: 

Mon-Fri 10am -4pm 
Saturday 10am-2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun 

Other Times By Appointment 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 
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ELECTION ROUND-UP 



Adrian Bailey, who in the end, had a comfortable majority in Warley Tory James Morris, a strong victory in Halesowen and Rowley Regis 

No surprises as nips 
hold onto their seats 



Labour’s big hitter Tom Watson, whose majority fell Thumbs up for John Spellar after 25 years 


COUNTY NEWS 

Chamber takes 
on business chat 

BLACK Country Chamber of Com¬ 
merce is the new host of the Twitter 
Chat Hour #blkcountryhour. 

The Chat Hour is a way for the com¬ 
munity and businesses in the area to 
get involved in social media to pro¬ 
mote the great things they are doing. 

The #blkcountryhour takes place 
every Tuesday between 7pm and 8pm 
on Twitter, and people can take part 
using the hashtag. The aim of the 
hour is to get more local firms working 
together and investing in the region. 
For more information go to twitter. 
com/hashtag/BlkCountryHour. 

Hugh back in 
saddle with mic 

BLACK Country cycling legend Hugh 
Porter has picked up the microphone 
again to commentate on the action 
from stage one of the Women’s Cy¬ 
cling Tour. 

The 77-year-old, who was the BBC’s 
cycling commentator for more than 30 
years, is commentating on ITV 4’s cov¬ 
erage of the cycling, which broadcast 
it’s first programme last Wednesday. 

The Wolverhampton former cyclist, 
who was let go by the BBC four years 
ago, said: “ITV 4 really is the go to 
channel for cycling coverage, it does 
superbly in that area.” 

Troops' overseas 
training exercise 

ARMY reserve troops from the Mid¬ 
lands have just returned from a 
successful two-week deployment to 
Spain. 

The annual training exercise saw 
around 100 soldiers train with Span¬ 
ish troops as part of Exercise Iberian 
Star. 

Soldiers from the 4th Battalion the 
Mercian Regiment (4Mercian), based 
at Wolverhampton, were on exercise 
with the 45th regiment in Cordoba, 
southern Spain. 

Comedy event back 
at Light House venue 

ANOTHER Comedy with Cake fund¬ 
raising event is being held for the 
Light House Media Centre in Wolver¬ 
hampton. 

Black Country comic Jonny Cole 
will top the bill at the Light House in 
the Chubb Buildings, Fryer Street, on 
Sunday, June 25 at 2pm. Tickets for 
the comedy and variety show are £8 
from 01902 716055. Also performing 
will be Wes Zaharuk, Hannah Sil¬ 
vester and Ian Crawford. Cakes and 
drinks will be on sale. 

Art on reflection 

A WOLVERHAMPTON artist has an 
exhibition of work running at Dudley 
Archives and Local History Centre. 

Aimee Millward’s Virtual Mirrors, 
which explores reality and abstraction 
in the Black Country, will be on show 
during opening hours at the centre in 
Tipton Road. 


By Simon Stone 


TOM WATSON 

CONTINUING Labour’s stran¬ 
glehold on West Bromwich 
East, the party’s deputy lead¬ 
er saw off his challengers. 

It would have been a huge upset 
for Tom Watson, one of Labour’s 
biggest hitters, to be unseated 
and it never looked like happen¬ 
ing. 

Labour has held the position since 
it was formed in 1974 and there ap¬ 
peared to be little chance that the par¬ 
ty’s deputy leader would lose the seat. 

Mr Watson’s majority actually 
dropped slightly, with the absence of 
a UKIP candidate on the ballot paper 
in West Bromwich East likely to have 
boosted the Tory vote. 

But it was still comfortable for Mr 
Watson, who received 7,500 more 
votes than his nearest rival to be re¬ 
turned to Parliament once again in 
the seat he has held since 2001. 

Labour’s second in command ar¬ 
rived at Tipton Sports Academy 
shortly before the results were an¬ 
nounced at around 1.45am, possibly 
to avoid speaking to the media before 
the result of his own seat had been 
revealed. 

Mr Watson used his victory speech 
to attack Theresa May, saying she was 
a ‘damaged Prime Minister whose rep¬ 
utation may never recover’. 

He said: “Labour fought a peo¬ 
ple-powered campaign pitting passion 
and principle against the Tories’ cor¬ 
porate millions and we did better than 
many said we would.” 

ADRIAN BAILEY 

ADRIAN Bailey held onto his West 
Bromwich West seat for Labour as the 
UKIP vote collapsed. 

All eyes had been on how UKIP 
would perform after securing a whop¬ 
ping 21.2 per cent of the vote in 2015, 
knocking the Tories into third place. 

But this time around the party won 


2,320 votes, a big drop from the near 
9,000 it racked up in 2015. 

The fall in UKIP support meant 
more votes for the Conservatives who 
ate into Mr Bailey’s majority. 

However, it was still comfortable 
enough for Mr Bailey, who has held 
the seat since 2000, with his 18,789 
votes giving him a majority of around 
4,500. 

He admitted he had feared his seat 
could be at risk at the start of the 
campaign when Labour were lagging 
behind in the polls and would have 
been happy to win by one vote at that 
time. 

Following the result, he said: “I’m 
absolutely astonished I’ve managed 
to increase my vote by 1,000 in the 
circumstances. The Tories obviously 
targeted the collapsing UKIP vote 
very successfully. 

“We worked incredibly hard with 
the traditional support and made the 
message about policy. People sup¬ 
ported us on what was relevant to 
their daily lives. 

“More people talked about policies 
and were positive about them.” 


Mr Bailey also used his victory 
speech to criticise Theresa May who 
he said had run the worst campaign 
he had seen in his political life. 

Mr Bailey has held the seat since 
2000 after replacing legendary Com¬ 
mons speaker Betty Boothroyd. 

JOHN SPELLAR 

JOHN Spellar tightened his grip on 
the rock solid seat of Warley on a 
comfortable night for the long-serv¬ 
ing MR 

The former Labour minister has 
been elected by the people of Warley 
for the past 25 years - and he was 
duly returned to Parliament once 
again, increasing his already huge 
majority in one of the safest Labour 
seats around. Mr Spellar received just 
over 27,000 votes to take a command¬ 
ing majority of 16,500. 

The nearest challenger was the 
Conservatives’ Anthony Mangnall, 
while it was a disappointing night for 
UKIP who received only 1,349 votes 
in an area where two-thirds voted for 
Brexit. 

The candidates weren’t kept wait¬ 


ing to hear their date too long as the 
result was declared at around 1.45am, 
among the earliest in the country. 

There were cheers from the massed 
ranks of Labour councillors and sup¬ 
porters as Mr Spellar was declared 
the winner by a comfortable margin. 
Giving his victory speech, Mr Spellar 
said: “I want to thank the people of 
Warley for returning me to this great 
job.” 

JAMES MORRIS 

IT was a strong victory in Halesowen 
and Rowley Regis as James Morris 
held onto his seat for the Conserva¬ 
tives. More than six thousand votes 
ahead of his labour opponent Ian 
Cooper, Mr Morris was greeted with 
cheers and applause on his victory 
speech. 

He said: “I think our campaign was 
very positive and we got a good recep¬ 
tion for what we want for the country 
as well as this area. Our main focus in 
Halesowen and Rowley over the past 
seven years has been to help young 
people get into education, training 
and employment.” 


Businesses 
now facing 
a period of 
uncertainty 

BUSINESS bosses across the Black 
Country have warned of ‘a period of 
uncertainty’ following the General 
Election result, which they described 
as ‘the worst outcome’. 

With no party winning a clear 
majority, the Conservatives plan to 
govern with support from Northern 
Ireland’s Democratic Unionist Party. 

Black Country Chamber of Com¬ 
merce chief executive Corin Crane 
said: “We enter a period of more un¬ 
certainty that will do nothing to help 
local businesses plan and trade as we 
start the difficult process of trying 
to find clarity following a largely an¬ 
ti-business campaign. 

“Across the Black Country we have 
world-class businesses of every shape 
and size and brilliant entrepreneurs 
that all want to trade, grow their busi¬ 
ness and recruit skilled and enthusi¬ 
astic members of staff. 

“We need major investment in 
our local infrastructure, support for 
schools and providers, a clear and 
positive agreement at the end of the 
Brexit negotiations and the right sort 
of budgets and powers delegated to 
our new mayor to help us drive regen¬ 
eration forward.” 

Black Country Local Enterprise 
Board member Ninder Johal: “We 
were all very surprised when the elec¬ 
tion was called. They did this to try 
to make their cause stronger but the 
reverse has happened. This makes 
things much more uncertain for busi¬ 
nesses. It’s probably the worst possi¬ 
ble outcome. Businesses will knuckle 
down but the result doesn’t help.” 

IIKlP's Bill in 
leadership bid 

UKIP must reinvent itself after the 
resignation of its leader Paul Nuttall, 
according to one of its leading figures, 
West Midlands UKIP MEP and Sedg- 
ley councillor Bill Etheridge. 

Mr Etheridge has announced his 
intention to stand as leader but only 
if he can’t persuade the party’s best 
known figure, Nigel Farage, who now 
hosts a radio talk show, to return 
as leader. UKIP had been hoping to 
make gains in Thursday’s poll, with 
Mr Nuttall running a campaign pledg¬ 
ing to ‘ensure there is no backsliding 
on Brexit’. 

After UKIP failed to gain a single 
seat in Westminster - and with Mr 
Nuttall coming third in Boston & 
Skegness - he opted to quit, saying: 
“A new era must begin with a new 
leader.” 

Mr Etheridge said the party ‘has no 
more lives left’ and needs to reinvent 
itself. He added: “We have to refocus 
and become a more rounded party 
that has strong proposals for Britain 
based on the core values of individual 
freedom. I think there’s a massive op¬ 
portunity for that kind of party.” 
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Plan-your-future Information Evenings 

Every Tuesday and Thursday, 4.30pm to 6.30pm 




These sessions are ideal for those who haven’t decided what to 
do after they leave school in July. Parents are also very welcome. 

, You can explore the college buildings and facilities, meet the tutors, find out 
about courses and apprenticeships and get impartial advice from highly- 
qualified advisors. Starting Thursday 11 May. 


A Levels Info Evening at Central Sixth 

New Street, West Bromwich, B70 7PG. 


Ofsted 


0800 622 006 www.sandwell.ac.uk No need to book, just come along! Sandwell College 


























Amazing Michelle in cancer campaign 


Exova hub 
brings 30 
jobs for 
lab testing 

A GLOBAL lab-testing firm has op¬ 
ened a 50,000 sq ft base in the Black 
Country, creating more than 30 jobs. 

Exova unveiled its new hub in 
Wednesbury last week, with the mul¬ 
ti-million investment a signal of its 
continued growth. 

The new testing site serves the 
needs of national and international 
customers in the automotive, door, 
window and hardware industries. 

The facility, at Wednesbury One, on 
the Black Country New Road, which 
will conduct more than 10,000 tests 
annually. Workers at the firm test a 
number of products, including the se¬ 
curity, durability and weather testing 
of doors, windows and hardware and 
flammability, vibration and emissions 
from cars. 

It is the latest big name to open in 
Wednesbury, following on from the 
opening of the huge Lidl distribution 
centre, overlooking the M6. 

Ian El-Mokadem, chief executive 
of Exova, said: “This is an important 
milestone in the growth of our auto¬ 
motive and building products testing 
businesses. 

“Bringing these testing services 
together, close to our key customers, 
will enable us to increase efficiency 
and turnaround times, and give 
greater access to Exova’s global ex¬ 
pertise.” 

Paul Forrest, director of West 
Midlands Economic Forum, said: 
“Centres such as this that enable the 
region to drive forward as a key sup¬ 
plier at the apex of global value-added 
supply chains.” 


Death of victim 
sparks probe 

A MURDER investigation has been 
launched after a taxi controller died 
days after being assaulted in Birming¬ 
ham. 

Officers were called to Embassy 
Cars on Oliver Street, Nechells on 
May 26 following reports a man had 
been assaulted and knocked uncon¬ 
scious. The 37-year-old was taken to 
hospital and continued to be treated 
until June 4 when he sadly died. 

Det Insp Paul Joyce said: “No ar¬ 
rests have been made as yet but en¬ 
quiries are moving at a swift pace and 
I am appealing to anyone who can 
help the investigation to get in touch.” 

Anyone with information is urged 
to call police on 101 and ask to speak 
to the homicide team or contact 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 

Play returns to 
the Hippodrome 

THE National Theatre production of 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in 
the Night-Time returns to the Bir¬ 
mingham Hippodrome from July 3-8. 

Tickets for the Hippodrome shows 
are from £20 on 0844 338 5000. 



Michelle and Darren in the campaign 


A WOMAN who beat cancer three 
times in as many years has married 
her sweetheart before launching a 
national campaign to help defeat the 
disease. Michelle Wain, aged 46, from 
Halesowen and husband Darren, 47, 
feature in Cancer Research UK’s lat¬ 
est campaign - Just A Tick. 

The newlywed pair want to show a 
simple tick is one of the most impor¬ 
tant tools in the fight against cancer. 
On July 1, Cancer Research UK will 
become an ‘opt-in’ charity - one of 
the first charities to do so - meaning 
it will only contact supporters who 


have given their explicit permission. 
Michelle, an administrator for Newell 
& Wright Transport in Birmingham, 
who saw both her parents battle the 
disease. 

She was first diagnosed with cancer 
in December 2011 after surgery for 
a suspected polyp in her nose. At a 
follow-up consultation, Michelle was 
told she had a rare form of nasal can¬ 
cer called adenocarcinoma and needed 
further surgery to remove a slice of 
bone the tumour had been growing 
on. In 2013 Michelle’s mother was 
diagnosed with breast cancer. “We 


were completely devastated,” said 
Michelle. She later needed a double 
mastectomy. 

As she was reeling from the breast 
cancer news Michelle was given re¬ 
sults of another scan on her lung. 
This time it was suspected lung can¬ 
cer. Eventually in November 2013 she 
had half her left lung removed at the 
Priory Hospital in Birmingham. 

Amazingly Michelle recovered and 
returned to work at the start of March 
2014 without the need for chemother¬ 
apy or radiotherapy. To find out more 
visit cruk.org/justatick. 


Knife-wielding driver 
has his prison term cut 


A PARANOID motorist jailed for ter¬ 
rorising a car full of children with a 
combat knife had his ‘excessive’ jail 
term cut by top judges. 

Sajad Ditta, aged 43, had been jailed 
for 16 months at Wolverhampton Crown 
Court in January after he admitted affray. 

His punishment stemmed from a ‘terrify¬ 
ing’ clash in Tollhouse Way, Smethwick, on 
September 25 last year, in which Ditta forced 
another car to a halt. 

Inside the car were four children and the 
driver as Ditta battered on the windows with a 
combat knife, Lady Justice Thirlwall told Lon¬ 
don’s Appeal Court. 

Ditta, who had mental health problems, ini¬ 
tially stalked up and used his knife to ‘bang on 
the driver’s window’. 

“He then tried to break the front and back 
windscreens of the car,” added the judge. 

The victims’ ordeal only ended because, ‘by 
great good fortune’, a police car pulled up and 
officers ordered Ditta to drop the blade. 

Demanding 

Ditta, of Montague Road, Cape Hill, Smeth¬ 
wick, was suffering from paranoia at the time, 
the court heard. 

Minutes before forcing the car to stop he had 
confronted the driver demanding, ‘who sent 
you?’. 

He was under the deluded belief that the 
driver had been following him, the court was 
told. 

The effect on those inside the car had been 
extreme, said the judge, who added: “There 
could have been serious injury if the police had 
not come across the incident.” 

Ditta was guilty of an ‘unprovoked attack 
with a combat knife’, but had been affected by 
mental instability at the time and was now said 
to be full of remorse. 

On the day of the incident he had gone to a 
police station and claimed ‘people were follow¬ 
ing him’. 

“There is no question but that he believed he 
was being followed, and he behaved in a way 
that was entirely consistent with paranoia”, 
the judge said. 

The 16-month sentence was ‘manifestly ex¬ 
cessive’, ruled Lady Justice Thirlwall, who was 
sitting with Mr Justice Jeremy Baker and Mrs 
Justice Whipple. 

Ditta’s sentence was cut to 10 months. 


Library shows best of Bhangra 



Aruna and Sohan Kailey lead the soulful dance workshop which took place at Thimblemill Library 


PEOPLE of all ages packed out a 
library to enjoy a colourful festi¬ 
val of Indian music and dance. 

The Family Bhangra Night en¬ 
tertained families at Thimblemill 
Library in Smethwick. 

Husband and wife dance duo 
Sohan and Aruna Kailey took 
the session, which saw young and 
old working up a sweat trying 
out routines. The free event last 
Thursday was described as ‘won¬ 
derful’. Bal Braich-Bains, aged 


43, from Smethwick, attended 
the event with her seven-year-old 
daughter Bonneeve. She said: “It 
was wonderful. We danced with 
the main dancers and went round 
in a circle and kept up with their 
moves. Children had lots of fun. 
There was also free food and a 
raffle.” 

Mehndi hand painting, run by 
Neeta Lagah, was also on offer 
for guests and proved popular. A 
member of the public also took 


along a drum. Parents and chil¬ 
dren hit the dance floor as they 
followed the lead of instructors 
Sohan and Aruna. Library super¬ 
visor, Julie Mckirdy, said: “There 
was a queue and Neeta never 
looked up - all the children were 
queueing for the mehndi. We had 
a bhangra family workshop, which 
was more like a cultural festival. 

“We had lots of feedback from 
guests who were saying what a 
fabulous night it was.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


5 


Nominations for 
equality awards 

APPLICATIONS have opened this 
week for the 2017 Sandwell and West 
Birmingham Equality Awards. 

The awards, which have been held 
annually since 2015, champion the 
support given to vulnerable people 
in Sandwell. They were launched on 
Monday and recognise and celebrate 
work undertaken to address inequal¬ 
ities in health and well-being. 

This year’s awards event will be 
held on November 2 at Villa ParkC. 

People can apply at www.sandwel- 
landwestbhamccg.nhs.uk/equali- 
ty-awards 

Roadworks get 
started in town 

A FOUR-MONTH roadworks scheme 
on a busy road in West Bromwich has 
got under way. 

Temporary lights are expected to be 
up on Oldbury Road until September 
as traffic lights and a pedestrian cross¬ 
ing is added at the busy junction with 
Albion Road. 

Footpaths will also be resurfaced as 
part of the scheme which is expected 
to cause major traffic delays over the 
next few weeks. 

The changes are being made to the 
junction in an effort to improve traffic 
flow and safety. 

Knife threat as 
moped is stolen 

A TEENAGER was robbed of his 
moped at knifepoint on a canal tow- 
path in Tipton. 

The moped was taken just after 
midday last Wednesday by an offender 
believed to be armed with a knife. Two 
other suspects made off in a silver 
Mazda. The car was then involved in 
a collision in Fisher Street, and when 
the suspects tried to flee, they were 
arrested by officers. 

Police say two youths aged 16 and 
17 were being questioned. 

Time for children's 
stories at library 

A STORY time session for under-5s 
will be held at Oldbury Library. 

The weekly read event will take 
place every Monday from 10.30am to 
11am. 

Eager readers are invited along to 
listen to stories read by a staff mem¬ 
ber from the libraries children selec¬ 
tion. 

Books from Winnie the Pooh to 
Where the Wild Things Are and The 
Smartest Giant in Town are among 
those that could be read. 

Burst main closes road 

A ROAD was closed in Smethwick 
following a burst water main. Black- 
thorne Road at the junction with 
Primrose Hill was shut on Thursday 
morning. Delays were caused while 
South Staffs Water worked on rhe 
problem. The water main had origi¬ 
nally burst on Monday. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 

CREMATIONS IN SANDWELL 


YOU MAY BE AWARE THAT SANDWELL COUNCIL ARE OFFERING 
FAMILIES A VERY BASIC FUNERAL SERVICE AT A COST OF £1595. 
WHEN WE AT COLLYER & MCBRIDE FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
WHO HAVE BEEN SERVING OUR FAMILIES AND THE LOCAL 
COMMUNITY FOR OVER 100 YEARS, OFFER A MUCH MORE 
SUPERIOR AND PERSONAL SERVICE FOR £1395 

SOME £200 LESS. 

PLEASE CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION 

TEL - 0121 588 5377 
24 HOUR SERVICE 

BRANCHES AT 

WEST BROMWICH - PERRY BARR - HANDSWORTH 
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This tribal 
hatred in 
politics is 
out of order 


NOT long ago, at a match between As¬ 
ton Villa and Birmingham City, it quickly 
became apparent to me that I seemed to 
be the only one in the stand who was ac¬ 
tually watching the game. 

All those sat around me had turned 
round in their seats, facing almost 90 
degrees away from the pitch, shouting 
abuse in the direction of the opposition 
fans. The tribal hatred appeared to be far 
more important than the game itself. 

I only raise the point because that 
seems to be about the quality of the 
debate we have had regarding the Gen¬ 
eral Election over the past few weeks. 
As opinions have become polarised, 
the amount of venom and hatred being 
spewed out on so-called social media 
has become ridiculous. 

Take, for example, the delightful Caitlin 
Moran who took time out from her usu¬ 
al hobby of sneering at Wolverhampton 
to use the “C-word” to denounce any¬ 
body who did not vote the same way as 
her. Nice. And people I have known for 
years, otherwise sensible people with 
responsible jobs, have taken to insulting 
those who don’t agree with them in high¬ 
ly-charged rants. And with a few taps on 
a smart-phone or computer, friendships 
which have endured for decades are 
soured forever. 

Now all this stuff is out the way - for 
a few weeks at least - it really is time 
for everybody to calm down and get a 
sense of perspective. We are lucky to live 
in a democracy where we have a num¬ 
ber of different, relatively benign parties 
to choose from. No political opponents 
means no democracy, and we all know 
where that leads. 

Oh, and no opposing team means no 
football match either. Not that some fans 
would actually notice. 

□ □□ 

WHEN I first heard that the old Wolver¬ 
hampton bus depot in Cleveland Road 
was about to close, my first thoughts 
were one of sadness. After all, the build¬ 
ing - originally the headquarters of the 
Wolverhampton Tramways Corporation 
- will be 115 years old this year, and 
with a little bit of funding would have 
made a first-rate transport museum that 
could have attracted thousands of peo¬ 
ple to the city and given the economy a 
much-needed lift. Realistically, though, 
at a time when our existing museums are 
struggling for survival, that was always 
going to be a forlorn hope. 

However, my gloom was lifted when I 
drove past the site for the first time, and 
saw how the demolition had opened up 
a superb view of the majestic Royal Hos¬ 
pital. 

This has the potential to be a fantastic 
gateway to the city, and the perfect re¬ 
sponse to those who seem to take pleas¬ 
ure in deriding the area at every available 
opportunity. Let’s hope the opportunity 
isn’t wasted. 


Act as a loyal group and we can foil the terrorists 




BBC presenter Evan Davis - honest about 
attention paid to emails and letters 


Anne Reid, left, in Dinnerladies - one of the 
funniest moments in sitcoms 


Peter Sallis in Last of the Summer Wine - 
the star has died at a ripe old 96 


Don’t waste time 
complaining to BBC 


NOW the General Election is over, you can bet 
that thousands of the We Woz Robbed ten¬ 
dency will be blaming everything on bias in the 
media. If you’re thinking of complaining to the 
BBC, save your breath. 

INSTEAD, heed these words from the BBC 
presenter Evan Davis on how much attention 
the Beeb pays to the thousands of emails and 
letters it receives accusing it of political bias. 

Speaking at the Hay Festival a few days ago, 
Davis declared: “All the time we get those. And 
honestly, no-one at the BBC takes those kinds 
of things into account. 

“Maybe people at the very top of the BBC 
do, I don’t know. Maybe they do. But none of 
the people who are making programmes do.” 
Thanks for being so honest, Mr Davis. Now, can 
I have my £147 back? 

I WROTE recently about how medical advice 
and health tips are regarded as holy writ one 
minute and medieval gibberish the next. 

One of the oldest mantras among seekers of 
eternal life is ‘the whiter your bread, the soon¬ 
er you’re dead’. Researchers in Israel have just 
reported ‘no clinically significant differences’ in 
trials of white bread versus artisan wholemeal 
sourdough bread. How long before white sugar 
is hailed as a health food? 

MORE reports emerge of Joe Public fighting 
back against the London Bridge terrorists, and 
how heartening it is. 

It may seem a dangerous choice and is ob¬ 
viously madness if guns are being brandished. 
But these terrorists are not supermen. They can 
be defeated. What was lacking among those 
under attack in the London Bridge atrocity was 
any sense of cohesion or group loyalty. 

We have to get in the mindset where every¬ 
one out for the night is part of the same team, 
the team of civilised values and decency. We 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 



may not know each other but we must not let 
each other down. 

We outnumber the terrorists and we are not 
unarmed. A bar stool, traffic cone, beer glass, 
fire extinguisher or even a ballpoint pen can 
become lethal weapons in your hands. Even a 
small LED torch can temporarily blind an attack¬ 
er. Rage, rage and make as much noise as you 
can. 

If these attacks become commonplace, the 
time will eventually come when a crowd refuses 
to be cowed, fights the attackers and disarms 
them. And at that stage the would-be killers 
had better pray that the cops arrive pretty damn 
quick. 

SO farewell, Peter Sallis, the Last of the Sum¬ 
mer Wine star who has died at a ripe old 96. 

Roy Clarke, creator of the long-running com¬ 
edy, says he always gave Sallis the best lines. 
But did he? Truthfully, does any script writer 
know which are the best lines until they are ac¬ 
tually spoken? 

TAKE that magical moment from Dinnerladies 
when one upmarket office worker approaches 
Jean (Anne Reid) at the canteen counter and 
asks: “What would happen if I were to order a 
herbal tea?” “Nothing,” replies Jean. 

On paper, Victoria Wood’s script is not even 
amusing. But delivered by Reid, the single word 
‘nothing’ is one of the funniest moments in sit¬ 
coms - the verbal equivalent of Del Boy falling 
through the hatch in the pub counter. 

I RECALL a colleague who, many years ago, 


had sight of the script of a Morecambe & Wise 
Christmas Special before it was broadcast. He 
said there was not a single funny line in it - until 
Eric and Ernie got their hands on it. The magic 
is in the delivery, and Peter Sallis worked the 
magic wonderfully. (Mind you, Gromit got all the 
best stunts). 

THE owners of Hamerton Zoo in Cambridge¬ 
shire have decided not to destroy the tiger that 
killed its keeper, Rosa King, on May 29. 

That seems a wise decision. You can’t kill a 
tiger simply for being a tiger. 

The issue here seems to be that, for all her ex¬ 
perience with big cats, Rosa regarded the tigers 
as her friends. 

AS the era of self-driving cars approaches, 
Amanda Blanc, head of the insurance giant Axa 
UK, predicts that some people born this year 
may never be required to pass a driving test. 

Frankly, it sometimes seems that half of those 
using the roads never did. 

ANYWAY, the Daily Telegraph, reporting 
Blanc’s views, takes the line that premiums ‘will 
likely plunge in line with lower accident rates’. 

Does anyone actually believe this? For years 
the insurance industry has been promising low¬ 
er premiums but the only way is up. 

They are having a laugh, which may explain 
why most of the celebrities appearing in insur¬ 
ance adverts are comedians. 

I BOUGHT a pair of sunglasses. They came 
on a card with a photo of a muscular, suntanned 
chap posing with a mountain bike. Clearly, 
these shades are designed for rugged use and 
the open road. 

On the back of the card the small print de¬ 
clared that although they conformed with the 
EU regulations, they are ‘not suitable for driving 
and road use’. Purely for posing. 


Getting old 
can prove 
to be a real 
test of time 


I SHOULD have been grateful, reassured 
maybe, when the invitation came in the 
post. What I should not have been, I real¬ 
ise, was quite so insulted. 

It was vanity really. Another brutal re¬ 
minder that I am getting closer and closer 
to the top of the hill and the time was fast 
approaching that I would be over it. 

And the source of this unwarranted in¬ 
dignation? A letter inviting me to undergo 
breast screening. 

‘Only middle aged women get routine 
testing don’t they’, I protest out loud. 

When I actually read the accompany¬ 
ing letter I discover that younger women, 
those in their 40s, are now also being in¬ 
vited for screening. A better person than 
I might have appreciated a small piece of 
much-needed NHS funding coming their 
way. 

It is a good thing, I know it is and could 
undoubtedly save a life. Ultimately I was 
relieved having undergone the screening 
and had the results, as no doubt were my 
loved ones. 

But it seems we are age defined by 
the tests we face. Benjamin Franklin may 
have been right about the certainty of 
death and taxes - but he forgot to men¬ 
tion tests. 

Our lives, and most certainly our fu¬ 
tures, are defined by tests. 

Testing begins from the womb with 
every expectant mum undergoing a se¬ 
ries of nerve-wracking examinations. 

As a baby and toddler, there are hear¬ 
ing tests, speaking tests, weight checks 
and regular trips to the health visitor. 

Then there is school - spelling tests, 
SATs, mocks, GCSEs, A-levels and more 
- before university or apprenticeships. 

After years in education, with regular 
examinations and all the stress of aca¬ 
demia, we would like to think we can put 
the tests behind us. 

But if the world of work doesn’t throw 
a few examinations at us, there are then 
the health tests. 

There are eye tests, cholesterol tests, 
blood pressure, smears (shudder), then 
breast screening and prostate examina¬ 
tions (shudder). 

These are just some of the routine 
tests, which increase with age and be¬ 
come more and more invasive. 

Fortunately, the older we get, af¬ 
ter years of being poked, prodded and 
scanned, we lose our inhibitions. 

No woman can be prudish after the in¬ 
dignity of child birth - however ‘ beautiful’ 
an experience it may be, private it most 
certainly is not. 

And at least these tests tend to be over 
fairly quickly and relatively painlessly, un¬ 
like the trials of the young. Would any of 
us like to go back to swotting for A-levels 
or face taking our driving test again? 

So, while these are testing times for us 
all, maybe we should all simply be happy 
with every test we pass, however old we 
are. 

DIANE DAVIES 


SUIX/IIVIER 



HUGE 

Concrete 

FREE 

Summer 

FREE 

Log Cabins 

RANGE 

Garages 

FITTING 

Houses 

FITTING 

It & Garden Rooms 


O Old Buildings Removed 
0^ Asbestos Disposal 
0 Base Laying Service 
0 Free Quotations 



12 ) 


CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


Prices from Delivery Dejjvered 

6ft x 4ft £239 £274 
7ft x 5ft £269 £309 
8ft x 6ft £299 £344 


Prices from 

Single Garage 
16ft x 8ft 
Double Garage 
16ft x 16ft 


£1699 
£3299 

© Huge Range © Made To Measure Service 0 Lined & Insulated Options © Quality At Competitive Prices 


Prices from 

7ft x 5ft £599 
8ft x 6ft £725 
8ft x 8ft £789 


Without 

Verandah 

Without 

Verandah 

Includes 

Verandah 


Fitting service available 

Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 
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Bosses lucky to have such loyal fans 


AS one season ends and another approach¬ 
es, a new manager, yet again! I ask myself, 
who is in charge up the Wolves, ‘Micky 
Mouse’? Because nobody in their right mind 
is making the decisions being made today. 

Under Paul Lambert, who maybe, wasn’t 
everyone’s first choice, although I liked him 
myself, we finished last season in a reason¬ 
able position and feeling very optimistic for 
the next and now, a summer of uncertainty, 
with none of the players or any of the ordi¬ 
nary everyday workers at the club, knowing 
where they now stand. I have supported the 


Wolves since the end of the Second World 
War when I was a young lad. But who knows 
what would happen if a big mug like myself, 
didn’t buy his season ticket year in and year 
out? So come the start of a new season, if 
the ground was empty, maybe, just maybe, 
the club would treat the fans with a little 
more respect than they are at the moment. 

But as things stand, I don’t think the top 
management at the Wolves, fully appreciate 
what excellent supporters they are. 

MR T MALLAM 
Wednesbury 


Empty pub 
problem 
hits town 

THE never-ending problem 
of empty public houses has 
returned to plague resi¬ 
dents living on Darlaston 
Road, Darlaston. 

As new homes are being 
occupied and more built on 
the former Servis site now 
renamed Oak Hill and Cen¬ 
tenary Street local residents 
have contacted me over the 
unsafe and neglected pub 
premises Scott Arms. 

This shambolic property 
must be made safe and re¬ 
developed and I am making 
enquiries through Walsall 
Council and will meet with 
the owners to request ac¬ 
tion. 

We want Darlaston to at¬ 
tract people and business. 
Poorly maintained proper¬ 
ties do not help. 

The building is an eyesore 
and is used as an advertise¬ 
ment board. Someone must 
be making money from the 
advertisements. They need 
to invest in our town by up¬ 
grading the property. 

I will be asking Enforce¬ 
ment Team to look at the 
safety and security of the 
property. 

CLLR DOUG JAMES 

Walsall 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


Sandwell Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, sandwell.chronicle@ 

51-53 Queen Street expressandstar.co.uk 

Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles adhere to the Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www.ipso.co.uk. If you are unhappy with 
the accuracy of a story, write to The Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 
Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 


Housing experts 
are ill-informed 

HAVING listened to so-called experts on our housing cri¬ 
sis, I find them to be either ill-informed or living in cloud 
cuckoo land. 

Every government since the war has tried and failed to 
ensure that there is enough housing to meet the needs of 
its people, experimenting with high rise flats, new towns, 
etc, to little effect. 

The problem now, with housing is not only the lack of 
new builds, but the continuous influx of immigrants from 
the European Union who have swamped the rental market, 
destroying any chance of ethnic British people getting on 
the housing ladder. 

The other thing on housing is the fall in home owner¬ 
ship, which is at its lowest for years, this is also down to the 
influx of European Union immigrants, as most of the pop¬ 
ulation of these countries tend to rent instead of buying. 

KEITH V JOYCE 

Wednesbury 


Darius did 
not appear in 
Funny Girl 

THE theatre review about 
Funny Girl by Sue Attwa- 
ter was very true. Sheridan 
Smith was truly wonderful 
as Fanny Brice. 

We paid for best price 
tickets at the Hippodrome 
and looked forward to the 
show, but when the leading 
man appeared it was not 
Darius Campbell. 

No-one said he was not 
appearing and as it was the 
last Saturday night an awful 
lot of people mentioned 
their disappointment or 
didn’t you notice he wasn’t 
there Sue? 

I didn’t read about that in 
your review. 

MRS I SHAKESPEARE 

Rowley Regis 

EDITOR’S NOTE: 

Sue Attwater reviewed 
the show on a different 
night to the one you at¬ 
tended - and Daruis DEFI¬ 
NITELY did perform. 

Force is doing 
a terrific job 

OUR police force both men 
and women are doing a won¬ 
derful job considering that 
crime in this country is on 
the rise, and also cut-backs 
which has made their job 
even harder on a day-to-day 
basis. 

These people should be 
protected from anybody who 
thinks it’s okay to spit on 
them, the face mask which 
is going to be used should 
be welcomed by all, and 
the perpetrator, well if you 
act like a wild animal, you 
should be muzzled - tough. 

J FISHER 
Tividale 


FREE TILES s Sh. Ifltem 

ON ALL FULL INSTALLATIONS. MIHL^ IHLi 

See in store for details ^ f f ^ j||| * 1 k j j| [(j|j | [j I llTI\0X0 ii 


See in store for details 


KITCHEN RENEW 


We can save your costly cabinets and replace 
doors, or worktops, or both, creating a new 
look dream kitchen at a fraction of the cost 

• EXTRA 20% OFF DOORS 

• FREE SINK AND TAP 

• FREE HANDLES 

• FREE HOME SURVEY 


REPLACE KITCHEN 


Our experienced kitchen planners can offer fully 
installed kitchens, including tiling, electrics and 
plumbing, or offer a supply only service, all at 
realistic prices, using full 3D design service 

• FREE INTEGRATED WASHER* 

• FREE INTEGRATED DISHWASHER* 

• FREE SINK AND TAP* 

• FREE HOME SURVEY* 



1000s 

COLOURS — 
AND STYLES | 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


BATH TO SHOWER CONVERSION 


Fully Installed inc. Safety Glass 
Enclosure, Shower seat, Grab Rail, 
Shower valve, Plastering, Tiling or 
Easy Clean Wall Panels. 

INSTALLED 

£ 1895 * 


im 1 


A 



SEE DISPLAYS IN STORE 


FULL BATHROOM 


Including Bath or Shower, Toilet and 
Basin, Tiles or Wall Panels, Taps 
and all labour. 


« INSTALLED 


£2995 



SEE DISPLAYS IN STORE 


COMFORT HIGH SEAT TOILETS 


J A toilet with a couple of extra 
I inches of height makes all the 
| i 1 difference, Large choice of discrete 

and stylish modern designs. 

SUPPLY ONLY INSTALLED 

£149 £ 299 * 

A* I # JmMl # # SEE DISPLAYS IN STORE 



' Over 50 displays in store • Large showroom- free parking • Free no obligation survey 
■ Long established business • Quality installers 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 

REAR OF MECCA BINGO, WS10 7LH 
CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY 0121 505 1132 
www.interiadesigns.co.uk 
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Established over 20 years 


Window Warehouse Ltd 


• Windows 
• Composite Doors 

• Porches 
• Patio Doors 

• Conservatories 

• Window & Door 

Repairs 

i • Fascias / Guttering 
• Building Work 

• Misted-up Units 


97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

Website: www.window-warehouse.com Email: windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8am-1pm 




SGI 


ick Dog 



'est Solution 


Are You Being 
‘Bugged’ 

By One Of These 
Common Pests? 

Rats Ajfc e ^ \e» s Ant s 

Cockroaches B U g S Squirrels 

Call Matt at Black Dog Pest Solutions UK 

for a Fast, Reliable Service at a Fair Price 





Call 07926797078 


www.blackdogpestsolutions.co.uk 


All major credit/debit cards accepted 


Prompt 

Registered 

PC/4933 


Call 0121 448 7730 or 
07581 335352 NOW 

We are offering upto 50 % off 
High Street Prices 






378 High Street, 
West Bromwich 
B70 9LB 


NEW BRANCH 

OPENING SOON 

Unit 15 Kings Square 
West Bromwich 
B70 7NW 



www.wishingwellmobility.co.uk 



G.D. MEMORIALS 



We Offer a 
Variety of 
Head Stones 
& Kerb Sets 


From £699 inc VAT 
Ogee Shape Design 


Prices Includes: 

• Choice of Designs 

• 150 Gold Letters Included 

• 2 Flower Containers 

• Fully Fitted 

• Black (All Polished) 


FACTORY SHOWROOM 
Unit 1, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge, Walsall, WS5 4AN 
07807 371820 01922 646222 
www.gdmemorials.com I info@gdmemorials.con 
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Calling all 
poets for 
big event 
at library 

AN Action for Refugees group is invit¬ 
ing the community to help celebrate 
UK Refugee Week 2017. 

Bearwood Action for Refugees will 
be hosting a mammoth poetry slam at 
Thimblemill Library and the deadline 
for anyone interested is fast approach¬ 
ing. 

The event, Slamathon, will host a 
fun-packed day for all ages with sto¬ 
rytelling, comedy, poetry workshops, 
crafts and plenty of tasty food in aid 
of Aegean Solidarity Network. 

A poetry slam is a chance for poets 
to put their best poem forward and 
perform to an audience alongside 
other poets battling it out for the ulti¬ 
mate slam title. 

Performances are scored by guest 
poet judges including the acclaimed 
Casey Bailey and Aliyah Denton, on 
writing, performance, and fun cat¬ 
egories relevant to the theme of the 
event. 


Workshop 

Applications are open for any keen 
poets in the area, wanting to apply to 
take part in the event. 

Poet and spoken word artist Beth¬ 
any Slinn will be running also be 
running a free polish up your poem 
workshop prior to Slamathon on 
June 20, from 6.30pm until 8pm at 
Thimblemill Library, for anyone not 
sure what to expect or who wants the 
chance to work on their poem prior to 
the event. 

Poets of all ages and all levels of ex¬ 
perience are invited to apply for the 
event and the deadline for applica¬ 
tions is Sunday. 

Those wanting to apply can email 
bearwoodactionforrefugees@gmail. 
com for details. 


Jolly hockey sticks as star teen 
slimmer Emily meets medallist 


AN 18-year-old has plenty to cel¬ 
ebrate after reaching the finals 
of a national slimming competi¬ 
tion where she met Olympic gold 
medallist and reality TV star, Sam 
Quek. 

Emily Hughes, from Smethwick, 
lost three stone and 5.5 pounds, land¬ 
ing a spot in the final 30 of Slimming 
World’s Young Slimmer of the Year 
2017 competition. 

The competition is out of all the 16 to 
21-year-olds who attend Slimming World’s 
16,000 groups across the UK and Ireland. 

Emily joined the Oldbury Slimming 
World group to feel more comfortable with 
her size. 

She said: “I think a lot of young people 
struggle with their confidence from time to 
time and I was no different. 

Excuses 

“My weight meant that I was becoming 
more and more self-conscious though, and 
it was starting to affect me in lots of dif¬ 
ferent ways - to the point where I’d make 
excuses not to do activities with my friends 
because I felt uncomfortable all the time. 

“I’m not going to lie, I was quite nerv¬ 
ous about the thought of joining Slimming 
World at first because I thought that peo¬ 
ple might judge me for being overweight 
at such a young age. I definitely shouldn’t 
have worried though. Everyone at my group 
is really lovely and they’ve all been so sup¬ 
portive of me. 

“My friends and family are really proud 
of what I’ve achieved - and I’m feeling quite 
proud of myself too actually. Eating more 
healthily has made me think about how ac¬ 
tive I am as well, so I’ve taken up netball 
and enjoy long family walks.” 

She added: “I can still have burgers, 





Emily Hughes, of Smethwick, seen before losing her weight and making the final 


chips, curries and chocolate - I just have to 
make some healthy swaps, like switching 
white bread for wholemeal and using lean 
mince. Understanding my relationship with 
food has been a real eye opener. I feel as 
though I’ll be able to keep up this healthy 
way of life forever - which is something I 
never thought I would say! My confidence 
has grown loads too, which is great.” 

Sam, a current Olympic gold medallist 
and defender for both England and Great 
Britain’s hockey teams, was blown away by 
Emily’s transformation. 

She said: “Health and fitness is a huge 
part of my life, so I understand how diffi¬ 
cult it can be sometimes to make sensible 
choices. The way that Emily has turned her 


life around is nothing short of remarkable 
and although we’ve only just met - I can’t 
help but feel a little proud of what she has 
achieved.” 

Lorraine Banner, who runs the Oldbury 
Slimming World group which Emily at¬ 
tends, said: “I’m so proud of Emily. What 
she’s achieved is so much more than just 
losing weight. 

“I’ve watched Emily transform into a 
strong and confident person who has the 
world at her feet.” 

Anyone who wants to lose weight - what¬ 
ever their age - is welcome to pop along to 
the Oldbury slimming group at The Salva¬ 
tion Army Community Church and can call 
Lorraine on 07434728698. 



Slimmed-down Emily with Olympic gold medallist Sam Quek 
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WINDOWS, DOORS, CONSERVATORIES 
ORANGERIES, PORCHES, FASCIAS & 
_ SOFFIT BOARDS _ 

"" Cleaning Services now available to restore 
all your uPVC products. Guttering and 
Driveways cleaning available. 


hi 




We take security very seriously 
Guaranteed high security on ALL 
products. Full details on request. 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the installation 
has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service Available 


Guar 


Replace the existing roof on your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a room you can use all year round. 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry. No other company 
in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we have been in business for more than 30 years. 


Make the RIGHT decision this Summer and give RYDALE a ring... FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk | Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS | Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm. Saturday: 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed 
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Ongoing viaduct work 
nears main objective 


THESE pictures show the 
latest progress on a major 
roadworks scheme on the 
M5 in the Black Country. 

Highways England have been 
undertaking ‘preparatory work’ 
ahead of the main project starting 
on the M5 Oldbury Viaduct, be¬ 
tween junctions 1 for West Brom¬ 
wich and 2 for Oldbury. 

Chiefs said that for safety reasons, 
they are completing the work using 
three narrow lanes on each carriage¬ 
way with a 40mph speed limit and 
some overnight closures. 

Highways England bosses said they 
have been working with local authori¬ 
ties to ensure traffic disruption is kept 
to a minimum. 

Alternative 

Repair works on the southbound 
carriageway are due to start this sum¬ 
mer. 

A Highways England statement 
said: “For these to take place they 
will need to close the carriageway and 
put in place a contraflow system with 
a 30mph speed limit. This means all 
traffic will be diverted onto the north¬ 
bound carriageway, with two lanes op¬ 
erating in each direction, allowing us 
to keep this vital route open. 

“The following measures will be 
in place: Northbound at M5 junction 
4a for Bromsgrove, there will be two 
lanes leading onto the M42, with one 
lane continuing onto the M5 to en¬ 
courage drivers to take the alternative 
route around Birmingham; at the link 
between the M6 and the M5 south¬ 
bound, one lane will lead onto the M5, 
with three lanes continuing onto the 
M6; there will be reduced speed limits 
on approach to the 30mph speed re¬ 
striction between junctions 1 and 2.” 



Workers gather in the sealed off section of the M5 Oldbury Viaduct 



Part of the sophisticated machinery in place for the task ahead 


We are 
your friendly, 
local dental 
professionals. 


We can help you 
solve your dental 
problems, painlessly. 

We are only a phone call away: 

0121 588 4541 


STELLA MARIS DENTAL 


84 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich B71 3HN 

www.confidence2smile.co.uk 



BUY SELL 


★ GOLD & SILVER JEWELLERY 
DIAMOND JEWELLERY 
SOLITAIRE DIAMOND RINGS 
(1CT + PREMIUM) 
xr INDUSTRIAL METAL WASTE 
> WATCHES 
A ASIAN JEWELLERY 


><r SECOND HAND 9CT GOLD 
FROM £14 PER GRAM 
★ LARGE SELECTION OF 
DIAMOND JEWELLERY 
x MADE TO ORDER 
ENGAGEMENT RINGS 
r ANTIQUE VINTAGE 
JEWELLERY 


REPAIRS 

REPAIRS FROM AS 
LITTLE AS £20 
A WATCH SERVICING AND 
BATTERIES 
★ SOLDERS 

DIAMOND REPLACEMENT 
RHODIUM (DIP) 



BEST RATES ON FOREIGN CURRENCY Euros £1 = 1.11 US Dollars M = 1.23 

• • Most currencies available Pay no commission and only 2 days to order 



Terms & Conditions Apply, 
Prices correct 12/6/17 


Wednesbury (M6 J9) 15 Market Place, Wednesbury WS10 7AY 
Tel: 0121 556 6868 Find us on Facebook at Bowjangles Jewellery 
www.jewellersmidlands.co.uk 




ADVERTORIAL 


Has Your Double 
Glazing Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company 
for glass replacement. Issues 
with double glazing can 
often be gradual and may 
only be noticed during a 
clear sunny day or during 
the winter. A failed glass unit 
may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why 
not spend a few minutes 
checking your home to see if 
you have any failed double 
glazing? If you act now you 
can avoid these problems. 

Now, you may think you 
need to replace the whole 


window including the frames 
and all the hardware, however 
Cloudy2Clear have come up 
with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the 
glass!! 

If you see condensation 
in your windows just visit 
our website or give us a 
call on 0800 61 21118. We 
will send out our highly 
experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote is 
completed, we will sit down with 
you and explain the problem 
and tell you how we can fix 


it. With years of experience 
Cloudy2Clear have a wealth of 
knowledge and are recognised 
as a Which Trusted Trader, 
plus our work is backed by 
an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local 
Cloudy2Clear specialist 
is James Stanley and 
he services Walsall and 
surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give James a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21118. 




Showroom: 404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX Tel: 0121 429 3186 
Opening Times: Monday-Saturday 10.00am-6.00pm 
www.inspirationalfires.co.uk email: info@inspirationalfires.co.uk 





Cloudy2Clear Windows., 
Service With A Smile! 


Cloudy2Clear Are A ••• 

Which? 
Which?') Trusted 
Trader 


TruttMf trtMf 


C2 


All Glazing Backed By Our 

25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 


Priority Freephone 

0800 6121118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? f & 
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Joanne's hope to offer 
a joyful atmosphere 


NHS HEROES 


ONCE again we focus some of 
our time on the quiet heroes of 
the NHS, from a wide variety of 
backgrounds doing a wide varie¬ 
ty of jobs. 

Sandwell and West Birming¬ 
ham Hospitals NHS Trust is one 
of the Black Country’s largest 
NHS organisations. 

It employs 7,500 people, many 
of whom live locally. 

Last year, the trust provides 
care from 150 locations. 

This week we highlight: 

JOANNE THOMAS 

Ward manager 



That is swan good photo from valley 



The lovely portrait of a family of swans in this picture taken by Steve Higgins during a trip to Sandwell Valley 


SHE’S the brains behind the 
stroke and neurology Olym¬ 
pics that were held at a Black 
Country hospital Trust last 
year. 

And it’s not the first time ward 
manager Joanne Thomas has 
come up with a new initiative to 
help patients get more active. 

The event coincided with the of¬ 
ficial games in Brazil and not only 
helped patients on the stroke ward at 
Sandwell Hospital with their mobility, 
but also worked on their confidence, 
and social skills. And it’s these ideas 
that make them believe that they are 
not victims but stroke survivors. 

As well as one-off events, patients 
also join together for a daily breakfast 
club at the Sandwell and West Bir¬ 
mingham Hospitals NHS Trust. 

Encouraged 

The mum-of-three explained: “We 
want to create a joyful and positive at¬ 
mosphere on the ward. Our activities 
not only focus on the fun side, but also 
allow us to assess patients’ social and 
physical skills, so we can design appro¬ 
priate treatment plans for them.” 

Joanne, aged 40, from Dudley, quali¬ 
fied as a nurse in 1999 and has worked 
in various areas of medicine across 
the West Midlands, including vascular 
surgery, an intensive care unit, and 
A&E. She joined the Trust in 2009 as 
a band 6 nurse at Rowley Regis Hospi¬ 
tal. She recalled: “It was a big change 
for me because I was used to work¬ 
ing in an acute setting. I was always 
looking into ways to improve patient 
care at Rowley. I helped organise ac¬ 
tivities that allowed children to visit 
and spend time with elderly patients. 
They would bake together or take part 
in crafts. It was such a fantastic time.” 

She then moved to Sandwell Hos¬ 
pital two years later as a stroke alert 


nurse before taking her current posi¬ 
tion as a ward manager in 2013. 

Her determination to improve the 
patients’ experience and care stand¬ 
ards has seen the stroke ward become 
one of the highest performing in the 
Trust. And as a result she was runner 
up for the Trust’s Staff Awards in the 
New Leader category in 2014. 

Following her success on the Stroke 
ward, Joanne was asked to also over¬ 
see the running of Lyndon 5 ward, 
which led to it being given an out¬ 
standing rating from the Care Quality 
Commission. 

And on International Nurses’ Day in 
early May, the Trust also recognised 
that hard work by awarding her the 
Leadership Patient Safety Award. She 
said: “It was an honour to receive such 
recognition and it gives me more con¬ 
fidence in doing my work. This is also 
the team’s success and I can’t thank 
them enough for their effort. They are 
great and like a family to me.” 


So what is Joanne’s key to success 
in leadership? “I always encourage my 
colleagues to make sure their voice is 
heard and take ownership in the work 
they do,” she explained. “I want to 
make them feel proud of themselves.” 

Joanne’s ambition doesn’t just stop 
at ward manager. She explained: “I 
want to do more work in improving 
standard of care and patient experi¬ 
ence. Working in an executive role 
would definitely give me the opportu¬ 
nity to achieve my goal.” 

And who is the inspiration driving 
Joanne? “My mother has always been 
there to support me and has encour¬ 
aged me to progress. Above all, she has 
such a big heart. She is now looking 
after three children as a foster parent. 
That is really something and I admire 
her for her kindness. My three girls 
are my inspiration and I’m thank¬ 
ful for the support that my husband, 
Simon, has been giving to me so I can 
do my job well. He is my rock.” 


A FAMILY of swans have been pic¬ 
tured enjoying a relaxing swim along 
the waters of a beauty spot. 

The adults and cygnets were 
snapped at Priory Woods nature re¬ 
serve in Sandwell Valley by grand¬ 
father Steve Higgins, aged 61, from 
Sutton Coldfield. 

Steve took up photography after re¬ 
tiring four years ago and says the ar¬ 
rival of his grandchildren spurred him 
on to develop his skills. 

“I got this camera as a retirement 


present so I thought I better plan 
to use it to take photographs of my 
grandchildren,” he said. 

He used a Canon digital camera to 
take the shot with a 70-300mm lens. 

Steve’s photograph shows seven cyg¬ 
nets swimming in-between two adults 
along the calm waters as the sun beats 
down. 

He likes to focus on wildlife and the 
natural environment. 

Steve combines his passion for pho¬ 
tography with exercise, where he will 


ride to places on his bike to take shots. 

It took him around an hour to travel 
to Sandwell from his home before he 
took this photograph on June 4. 

“I take the camera with me when I 
go out. It inspires me and helps me to 
keep fit,” said Steve. 

“To get to Sandwell Valley, I cycle 
up to Spaghetti Junction and cycle 
down the canal path to Sandwell Val¬ 
ley which takes me around an hour. 

“I put my camera in a bag pack and 
see where I end up.” 
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Rimstock moves forward 
a year on from takeover 



Steve Lane, who is the CEO of Rimstock in West Bromwich 


A YEAR after its takeover, al¬ 
loy wheel maker Rimstock is 
forging ahead with building a 
huge 100,000 sq ft new facto¬ 
ry in West Bromwich. 

The company is investing mil¬ 
lions in its expansion as it plans to 
build on its position as the UK’s 
only manufacturer of premium al¬ 
loy and aluminium wheels. 

It follows the 12 month anniversary 
last week, since Rimstock announced 
that it had been acquired by a group 
of investors; global investment firms 
Safanad and Current Capital together 
with British entrepreneur, David Rob¬ 
erts who became the executive chair¬ 
man. It has also secured £12 million 
of funding from Clydesdale and York¬ 
shire Banking Group (CYBG) to sup¬ 
port the growth work. 

Opportunity 

The company’s chief executive, 
Steve Lane, said: “Here at Rimstock, 
through both our new ownership and 
the support of CYBG, the investment 
has provided an immense opportunity 
to accelerate the company’s aspira¬ 
tions - to be Europe’s, if not the global, 
premium alloy wheel manufacturer. 

“Since we announced to our people 
and wider stakeholders our change of 
ownership 12 months ago, our focus 
has been to complete our new con¬ 
struction adding 100,000 sq ft of new 
plant; investment in state of the art 
equipment; IT; and most importantly, 
our people.” 

Mr Lane added: “Exhibiting this 
week at Britain’s foremost automo¬ 
tive supplier show, Automechanika 
Birmingham, provides us with a tre¬ 
mendous platform to showcase our 
products and plans for the future.” 


Craig Kahler, chairman of Rim¬ 
stock Holdings board, and director of 
Safanand, said: “We commemorate 
12 months since our acquisition of 
Rimstock, which has experienced a 
tremendous transformation over the 
past year. 

“Being forward looking is critical, 
and with investment in career devel¬ 
opment, equipment, IT systems and 
physical infrastructure, we are com¬ 
mitted to ensuring that Rimstock con¬ 
tinues on its exciting path.” 

In addition to making alloy and al¬ 


uminium wheels for major carmakers 
Rimstock also supplies car parts retail¬ 
ers and garages - the so-called after- 
market. Rimstock recently introduced 
a new corporate image and launched a 
new website at rimstock.com 

The factory construction is con¬ 
tinuing at a pace and the company is 
hoping to be in production from the 
new facility later this year. The aim 
is to become a supplier for premium 
carmakers across the UK -including 
Jaguar Land Rover, Aston Martin, 
Bentley and Morgan. 
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Loft Ladders \ 


Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• : Now available in white 
no painting required* 

• : Now complete with 
“comfort” feet to protect 

^ carpets and wooden floors. 


BLINDS 

SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 


BEST DEAL! fAO 

3 child safe V MX 

verticals m w \3 

one per household offer 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 



contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
: Long Safety Side Handles* and roof windows 


theloftJ^stairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 


Pawsitively Purrfect 

Where love is a four legged word. 


We have: 

© Live pets in store 
© 1kg Bag of wild bird 
seed only 70p 
© Dog & Cat food 
(Pedigree/Bakers) 

© Wide range of pets 
accessories 


Call 07951 606345 for more details 
135 Toll End Road, Tipton DY4 0ET 

http://pawsitivelypurrfecttipton.weebly.< 


tf/Oldbury 

ESTABLISHED 1938 

NATIONAL AWARD WINNERS 


Your local family Butchers. Quality Fresh Meat, Award 
Winning sausages, Award Winning Pies, Pasties, Baguettes, 
Buffets and cold drinks 




Vets4Pets Quinton 

Hagley Road Retail Park, 

343-349 Hagley Road West, Birmingham, B32 2AL 
Call: 0121 422 4455 

or visit: vets4pets.com/quinton 


Vets4Pets 

Putting your pet first 


"Promoted by Pets at Home Vet Group Limited, Epsom Avenue, Handforth SK9 3RN. Terms and conditions and exclusions apply. Package valid for 12 months from the date of purchase and only 
available at participating surgeries. Please see www.vets4pets.com/beststartinlife or ask in practice for further details. Terms may be amended at any time. Offer will expire on 6 August 2017. 

** Terms, conditions and excesses apply and may be varied on renewal. Immediate Veterinary Cover (IVC) can be activated by the practice team for pets aged between 6 weeks and up to a 
year, following a health check. A 4 weeks' free voucher can be activated by you (the pet owner) for all pets aged from 6 weeks of age and before their 10th birthday for cats, 8th birthday for 
dogs and 5th birthday for rabbits and some breeds of dog. Petplan is a trading name of Pet Plan Limited who administer the cover and Allianz Insurance pic who provide and underwrite the 
cover. Companion Care (Services) Limited and Vets4Pets Limited are Appointed Representatives of Pet Plan Limited. Companion Care (Services) Limited and Vets4Pets Limited are not part of the 
Allianz (UK) Group. 

tSubject to availability and whilst stocks last. Alternative brands and bag sizes may be substituted at a local practice's discretion. 



Terms & Conditions 
Apply, Prices correct 
12/6/17 


Wednesbury (M6 J9) 

15 Market Place, Wednesbury WS10 7AY 

Tel: 0121 556 6868 

Find us on Facebook at Bowj angles Jewellery 
www.j eweller smidlands .co.uk 


x 1 



SPRING INTO ACTION! 


uPVC Back & Front Doors Fully 



www.westmidlandsglazing.com 

fQaQQTQVoV7iQ/7i6MQlB 


Fitted from £460 
Windows from £180 
Conservatories 
from £4495 
French Doors from £700 
Patio Doors from £750 
Extensions & Garage 
Coversions 

Friendly, personal touch and jobs 
completed to 
high standards 

0784 


77 OVEREND STREET, WEST BROMWICH, B70 6EY 
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A Bournemouth Sunbeam bus on loan The first single-decker on the Wednesfield route Passengers getting off in Park Lane on the Bushbury route 



Depot that once was 
home to trolley buses 


WITH the recent demoli¬ 
tion of the Cleveland Road 
bus depot, which was built 
as the home of Wolver¬ 
hampton’s trams, it should 
not be forgotten that for 44 
years it was also home to 
the town’s fleet of trolley 
buses. 

When the original trams 
lines were beginning to reach 
the end of their useful life af¬ 
ter about 20 years of operation, 
the corporation’s transport 
department took a look at the 
new trolley buses which had 
just been introduced in Bir¬ 
mingham. 

They decided that they were 
a more economic proposition 
than replacing the tram tracks, 
and the first of six Tilling-Ste- 
vens single-decker trolley bus¬ 
es were put into operation on 
the Wednesfield route on Oc- 


MEMORY LANE 


By Alec Brew 


tober 29, 1923. The process of 
ripping out the surface-con¬ 
tact system tram tracks, and 
replacing them with overhead 
cables continued on the Bush¬ 
bury route, and then through¬ 
out the town. 

Silent 

Electicity was supplied by 
Wolverhampton’s own power 
station in Commercial Road, 
and by 1931 Wolverhampton 
had the largest trolley bus sys¬ 
tem in Great Britain. 

It also boasted two of the 
largest trolley bus manufac¬ 
turers in the world, Sunbeam, 
and Guy Motors, both building 
double-deckers and Guy intro¬ 
ducing the first ever six wheel 
trolley bus. 

Trolley buses were swift, si¬ 


lent and non-polluting, and the 
sight of the conductor leaping 
off his platform at the rear to 
switch the overhead connec¬ 
tions with a long bamboo pole 
was a common occurrence. 

Motor buses were used on the 
longer out-of-town routes, but 
by 1960 there were 153 trolley 
buses and 149 motor-buses. 

The transport department 
decided then not to order any 
more trolley buses, and to 
slowly replace them with mo¬ 
tor buses. 

This process continued until 
1967 when the last trolley bus 
service, the No.58 from Dudley 
brought an era to a close on 
March 5. 

Electric buses have recent¬ 
ly made a re-appearance, but 
in the shape of hybrids, with 
batteries providing the power, 
not a spider’s web of overhead 
wires. 



Trolley buses outside the Cleveland depot 


Buy and sell with 
Classified Ads 



ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


Brought to you by Express & Star 


Star^TraveL 


Your Chronicle 


in association with 


Hand picked holidays with you ir 


Return coach travel from Cannock, Dudley, Walsall 
& Wolverhampton 


BUCKINGHAM 

PALACE 

AND LONDON 



Saturday departures, 12 August 
& 2 September 2017 


Quote Code: HHR730 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with 3-course dinner and full English 
breakfast 

✓ Admission to Buckingham Palace (value £23.00) on 
Sunday morning, with coach transfer 

✓ Free time in London on Saturday 


2 days, by coach 

£l39»5 P p 


only 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


CLARENCE 

HOUSE 

& THE ROYAL MEWS 



Departing Saturday 12 August 2017 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of central 
London with 3-course dinner and full English breakfast 

✓ Admission to Clarence House and The Royal Mews 
on Sunday 

✓ Free time in London on Saturday 


2 days, by coach 

only £139 .95pp 


I 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 
Photographer Christopher Simon Sykes - The Royal Collection © 2010 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 


I 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 



Organised by Omega Holidays pic, 
ABTAV4782. 

































































Triathlete Chrissie 
on track with gym 



Chrissie Wellington, left, and Zena Wooldridge at the new gym 

BRITISH triathlete and four-time Ironman World Cham¬ 
pion, Chrissie Wellington OBE, has officially opened 
‘Chrissie’s Gym’ at Birmingham’s brand new Sport and 
Fitness building. 

Chrissie’s Gym was named following a public vote 
launched in 2014 to name the pioneering new gym facil¬ 
ity at the University of Birmingham’s Sport and Fitness 
building. The state-of-the-art facility features 200 pieces 
of gym equipment by Olympic supplier, Technogym, ben¬ 
efiting from advanced, integrated wellness app facility to 
track progress, interactive screens for improved entertain¬ 
ment and motivation, and 25 pieces of inclusive equipment 
to enable members with physical impairments to train 
effectively and comfortably. Environmental-conscious 
equipment has also been embedded to include low energy 
treadmills and self-powered skillmills. 

Chrissie, who is the Global Lead for Health and Wellbe¬ 
ing for Park Run, attended an official dedication ceremony 
at the gym on Monday to celebrate with staff and students 
from Sport and Fitness, as well as local community sport 
representatives and a number of alumni and donors who 
generously supported the development of the new building, 
which opened to the public on May 22. 


Suspect in 
killing may 
finally be 
extradited 


A MAN wanted for the murder of a pizza shop 
owner in the Black Country could finally be 
extradited to the UK later this year - two 
years on from his death. 

Masoud Esmailian, aged 46, was found dead by 
police at his home in Montgomery Walk, West Brom¬ 


wich, on August 30, 2015. 

Now, 21-year-old Andrei 
Ilie, who fled the UK, could 
be extradited if released on 
parole in Romania this Sep¬ 
tember. 

Ilie, who is serving a 
three-year prison sentence 
for two non-related matters, 
was first arrested on suspi¬ 
cion of murder in the Arges 
County of Romania in Sep¬ 
tember 2015. 

Collect 

It was alleged he had left 
the UK just days after Mr 
Esmailian’s death and was 
known to him, a pre-inquest 
hearing at Black Country 
Coroners Court heard. 

Detective Inspector Justin 
Spanner told the hearings 
authorities would be put in 
place to collect and charge 
Ilie once he is released. 

He said: “In Septem¬ 
ber 2015 we were granted 
an European Arrest War- 


By Clare Butler 

rant, but it was discovered 
that Andrei Ilie had been 
arrested and charged in 
Romania for two other mat¬ 
ters. Because he was kept in 
under their laws and provi¬ 
sions we were unable to in¬ 
terview him.” 

DI Spanner added: “Ilie is 
due in front of parole board 
this September. If he is not 
let out on parole then it will 
be September 2018 that he 
will finish his sentence. 

“Either way authorities 
would be put in place to col¬ 
lect him upon release.” 

A post mortem confirmed 
the cause of death was a 
stab wound to the chest. 

Senior Coroner Zafar Sid- 
dique adjourned the inquest 
until October. He said he 
would also be writing a let¬ 
ter of request if Ilie was not 
released on parole. 
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including VAT 



includes: 


© Brick Built Base / Dwarf wall © Heating Systems 
© Electrics © Tiled Flooring © Window & Door Blinds 


Any Conservatory 

(Victorian / Edwardian / Garden Room) 


The Lugano Collection 

Introducing the next generation of windows and doors. 
These world class products meet the highest standards 
of performance, that includes all the features that todays 
homeowners want, outstanding energy effeciency, sound 
insulation, superb security, easy maintenance and long life. 

Introductory 
offer on this top 
quality premier 
product 

4 WINDOWS 
AND 1 DOOR 

From 


including VAT 

Choose the best for your windows and doors. 
Contact Carera now for more details. 




Windows. Doors. Porches. 
Orangeries. Conservatories 



© Top Quality A Rated Products 
At Great Prices 
©Yale Locking Systems 
© Swish Window & Door Systems 
G No Deposit Required 
© Payment On Completion / Satisfaction 
© Full 10 Year Guarantee 
© 28 Years Trading - Same Owner 

Ring the recommended Company NOW! 


Yale 


01384 442 490 


winiw.carerauiindows.co.uk 

Carera Showroom, 24 Junction Rd f Audman DY8 4YJ 
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Pupils learn 
of life at 
university 

DEDICATED pupils at 
Ormiston Sandwell Com¬ 
munity Academy in Old¬ 
bury have completed a 
university-style education 
course. 

Some 24 year nines 
have worked on The Bril¬ 
liant Club’s Scholars Pro¬ 
gramme. It is designed to 
support pupils in develop¬ 
ing the knowledge, skills 
and ambition necessary to 
secure places at highly se¬ 
lective universities. 

The school has involved 
youngsters taking part in 
university-style tutorials 
with a PhD tutor. 

They then completed 
a 2,000-word assignment 
based on a super curricu¬ 
lum topic. Half explored 
what spiritualty is while 
the other half learned 
about pharmacokinetics. 

The students reaped 
the rewards for their hard 
work with a trip to War¬ 
wick University. 

They were able to expe¬ 
rience a chemistry lecture 
and have a tour of the site. 

Tea party to 
aid charity 

STAFF at Three Sisters 
Community Care in Old¬ 
bury are inviting custom¬ 
ers and their relatives to 
support a national initia¬ 
tive today (Thursday). 

People are are asked to 
bring in treats for a tea 
party as part of National 
Cupcake Day, in aid of the 
Alzheimer’s Society. 

The event takes place at 
the office on Hagley Road 
West in Oldbury, from 
10am to 1pm. 


FOCUS ON OLDBURY 


Complaints over lack of 
M-way diversion signs 


MOTORWAY bosses have been criticised 
for not putting up enough diversion signs to 
ease traffic flow around a major M5 road¬ 
works scheme. 

Sandwell Council’s chief executive has written 
to Highways England to complain about the lack 
of warnings for drivers between junctions one and 


two, where an 18-month i 
place. 

Council leader Steve 
Eling said he believes more 
signs need to be on display 
further down the motorway 
to allow drivers the opportu¬ 
nity of using the M42 or M6 
instead. 

The speed limit has been 
reduced to 40mph between 
West Bromwich and Old¬ 
bury due to work on the 
Oldbury viaduct - but later 
in the year the maximum 
speed will drop to 30mph 
and traffic reduced to two 
lanes in either direction. 

Highways England says 
signage will be in place 
when that part of the pro¬ 
ject gets under way. 

But Councillor Eling 
added: “They still haven’t 
put the signage up that they 
said they would. Jan Brit¬ 
ton, the chief executive, has 
written to Highways Eng¬ 
land but they are just not 
responding. 

“Undoubtedly on the M6 
you need advanced warn¬ 
ings of the roadworks, and 


>adworks project is taking 

By Richard Guttridge 


on the northbound of the 
M5 near the M42. If traffic 
isn’t using junctions one, 
two and three they can com¬ 
pletely avoid that section 
and still stay on the motor¬ 
way network,” he said. 

“That will be far better 
than cramming three lanes 
down to two. If you can take 
through traffic off it will 
make a significant differ¬ 
ence.” 

Highways England project 
manager Alastair Warnes 
said: “Signs will be in place 
advising drivers to avoid 
this section of the M5 when 
the contraflow is introduced 
later this summer.” 

He said: “The repair work 
being undertaken to the vi¬ 
aduct is essential and we’re 
doing everything we can to 
minimise the impact.” 

Councillor Eling previ¬ 
ously called for the M6 Toll 
to be opened for free to min¬ 
imise traffic delays on the 
M5. 



Leisure trust CEO Ash Rai with award winners Martin Floyd and John Totney 


Top award 
for pair of 
volunteers 

TWO volunteers have 
won a national award for 
their dedicated service to 
Sandwell Leisure Trust. 

Martin Floyd and John 
Totney, from Oldbury, won 
the Sporta Volunteer of the 
Year Award. They have de¬ 
livered 2,000 hours of volun¬ 
tary work in the past year. 

Martin, aged 44, was born 
with spina bifida and hydro¬ 
cephalus, which affects mo¬ 
bility and co-ordination, and 
is a wheelchair user who ap¬ 
plied for the volunteering 
role after several visits to 
the gym. He said: “I’m over 
the moon, but also pleas¬ 
antly surprised, as we were 
up against some huge or¬ 
ganisations with a lot more 
personnel.” 

John, 68 and retired, lives 
on Newbury Lane very close 
to Portway Lifestyle Cen¬ 
tre and has been in the role 
since it opened in 2013. 

Ash Rai, CEO for 
Sandwell Leisure Trust, 
said: “This award is very 
well deserved.” 


Care home 
opens £lm 
extension 

A £1 million extension to 
add 12 new beds and ad¬ 
ditional ‘home-from-home 
comforts’ at a care centre 
has been opened. 

The investment at 
the family-run Newbury 
Manor, in Newbury Lane, 
Oldbury, has led to the cre¬ 
ation of up to 20 jobs and 
will increase bed capacity 
to 56. It was launched last 
weekend. 

The new wing includes 
two extra lounges - one 
with a quiet area, TV 
leisure suite with Wi-fi, 
hairdressing and beauty 
salon - and a garden and 
additional outdoor seating 
areas, with landscaping 
within the grounds. 

Mayor of Sandwell, 
Councillor Ahmadul 
Haque MBE, joined the 
opening, which was held as 
part of the National Care 
Homes Day initiative, 
showcasing care excellence 
to communities. 

Supported 
living bid 

A CARE agency for adults 
with learning disabilities 
has opened a new £2m sup¬ 
ported living scheme. 

Oldbury-based Select 
Lifestyles Limited, has 
opened the new scheme in 
Walsall creating 25 jobs. 

Planning permission had 
been granted to convert 
and extend the former St 
Aidans Church on Haw- 
bush Road to form eight 
self-contained flats. 

Les Trumpeter, general 
manager said: “We are 
delighted to bring another 
building back into use.” 


The Card “N” Gift Box 



For all your occassional 
cards and gifts, we also 
now personalise, bespoke 
balloons, of any kind for that 
truly special suprise. 

The Card “N” Gift Box 


BOUNCE BOX - BOUNCING CASTLES 
AVAILABLE FOR ALL OCCASIONS 


We are now at 25 Langley High St 

Find us on J) facebook 
CALL 0121 238 0386 FOR DETAILS 



M C A 


Mobile Computer Aid/HCA 
provides the following 
services: 

/ Computsr/laptop repairs 
/ Network and IT support - 
/ Virus and malware cleanup 
■ ■ ■ as we're mobile 

we'll come to you! Free Quotations 


or visit our site 

www.mobilecomputeraid.co.uk 
Follow us on Facebook 



We do 

• Buttonhole flowers 

• Wrist & hand corsages 

• Wedding & Prom bouquets 


DELIVERY AVAILABLE 

Pre-order or come in store 


_ ■ 

48 Birmingham Street, Oldbury B69 4DZ 

0121 679 4475 I www.admireflorist.co.uk 


CALL 0121 403 3425 



FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY WITH OUR 
BRONZE FIXED PRICE RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 

Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in 
Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in 
Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on 
jobs.expressandstar.com 

Package Price £399* 

Contact Tracey Thompson on 01902 319645 
or email tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 


5 line advert to appear in Express & Star 
Classified jobs for 5 nights 
We will run the lineage and online advert 
on a daily basis until you fill the vacancy 


HALF PRICE 


SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 



JUST £2.00 PER MONTH (INC. P&P) 


To subscribe call our free customer 
care hotline on 0800 146 540 


Overseas 12-month gift subscriptions are available from: Europe £73.56, 
rest of the world £110.76 (Includes P&P, Direct Debit or Pre-payment) 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

MAGAZINE 
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SAVE 

OPTO 

75 % 


EVERYTHING MUST 
BE SOLD! 


FINAL NOTICE 




- - > 

WE ARE MOVING WAREHOUSES SO ALL OUR 
STOCK MUST BE SOLD 

£500,000 WORTH OF STOCK MUST GO!! 

SALE MUST END SOON 

ALL STOCK AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY. THESE PRICES 

CAN NOT BE REPEATED 



LUXURY BED. DOUBLE 
SIZE DRAWER BED 
INCLUDES 

MATTRESS HEADBOARD 
AND PILLOWS 


NOW 

£229 




HH! 



• Sturdy double frame 

• Deep quilted mattress 

• Home assembly 

Now only £169 



TOP OF THE RANGE 
SUPERKING LUXURY 
MEMORY FOAM 
MATTRESS THIS IS AS 
GOOD AS THEY GET! 


NOW 

£299 




• Full single size beds 

• 2 colours 

• Home assembly 

Now only £189 Matts Extra 





2 ONLY 

SAVE 

50% 



ITALIAN BEDROOM 
BED, WARDROBE, CHEST, 
BEDSIDES AND MIRROR 



WHIiTiE/XmKIPAGRAGE 



• Full double size 

• Latest design 

• Includes mattress 

Now only £249 



3/4 SIZE METAL BLACK 
FRAME AND QUALITY 
MATTRESS 
NEW STOCK 


NOW 

£150 


■DUB CM]a»EIlM^[ni£) 



• Memory foam / springs 

• Double or King size 

• Includes base 

Now only £199 Double Size 





2 ONLY 

SAVE 

40% 




WAS 

£899 

NOW 

£499 




3/4 SIZE FULL 
ORTHOPAEDIC MATTRESS 
AND BASE, 
H/B0ARD EXTRA 


NOW 

£159 


KING SIZE LUXURY 
BLACK 

LATEST DESIGN BED 
FRAMES 




LARGE TABLE & 4 
XCHAIRS EX DISPLAY 


NOW 

£179 


MASSIVE SLIDER DOOR 
GERMAN MADE 
WARDROBE TOP QUALITY 
LOADS OF STORAGE! 








© SOS * a ©Dffi 



^-r~i i—* 





• Double Ottoman Frame 

• 2 colours - huge storage 

• Mattress Extra 

• Home assembly 

Now only £149 


• Space saving size 

• Mattress Extra 

• Sturdy solid wood 

Now only £125 


• Double or King size 

• 2 Deep drawers 

• Medium firm mattress 

Now only £199 Double Sizel 


• 4* Recliners 

• 3 Str + 2 Str 

• 2 Colours 

Now only £749 



A FULL SIZE SINGLE 
STURDY BLACK AND 
WALNUT FASHION 
BEDFRAME MATTRESS 
EXTRA 




CORONA LARGE SOLID 
PINE SIDEBOARD 



FULL DOUBLE SIZE FULLY 
SPRUNG GOOD QUALITY 
MATTRESS 



OAK EXTENDING TABLE 
+ 4 MATCHING CREAM 
FAUX LEATHER CHAIRS 


583 Bearwood 
Road, 
Bearwood 
B66 4BH 
0121 420 2991 


Oakfield House, 
Level Street, 
Brierley Hill 
01384 79393 
(next to the 
Copthorne Hotel) 
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Doors & Windows Ltd 
Eei ^Q.1902 842706 / 07759 536818 
www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
Ema il: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 



Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 


CONSERVATORY 

3 MTR x 3 MTR 

From £4500 


Bi-Fold 
Doors 
From £999 


French 
Patio Doors 
From £649 


L Take ft Vow 

M i W edding Supplies 

Sate Now 

On 

Wedding Dresses 
Bridesmaid Dresses 

Prom Dresses 

Appointmmts/ConsuCtations 

n , 

Fittings AvaiCaBfe 

Cad Now 

1 \ 

0121 448 4218 

18-19 Unity Walk, ^ 
Tipton DY4 8 QL 

www.takmvowweddingsuppties .co .uk 
|j Follow us onfacebook 

_ 

[>3 admin@takmvowweddingsuppCusToo 



wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD 



Friendly advise 
from a family run 
business with 35 
years experience. 

We offer a full range 
of services from free 
quote and design to 
installation central 
heating, building 
work, plastering 
and tiling 


Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 


0121 505 3334 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm ^ 
Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-2.QQpm 


mm CLUTCHES LTD & 


SERVICE 3ENTRE 

AS FROM JUNE WE WILL BE 
MOVING TO VOLKES AUTOS, . 

★ 63A GREAT BRIDGE STREET, * 

★ ★ B7 ° 0DA ' *★ 

★ CLUTCHES ★ GEAR BOXES ★ SERVICING 

★ NOW STOCKING PARTS & ACCESSORIES 

★ MOTS ★ RECOVERY ★ EXHAUSTS 
★ BODYWORK ★ TYRES ★ DIAGNOSTICS 
ALL MECHANICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN 


12 New Swan Lane, Black Lake, West Bromwich B70 OPG 
Tel: 0121 553 5914 


Creepy, kooky 
and lots of fun 



The Addams Family, and potential in-laws Picture by Matt Martin 



The Addams Family, 
Birmingham Hippodrome 

THEY’RE creepy and they’re 
kooky, mysterious and 
spooky, and the Addams 
make a highly enjoyable tran¬ 
sition from comic strip, TV 
and film to the stage. 

In Elice, Lippa and Brickman’s 
Broadway comedy musical, the family 
faces division when teenaged pigtailed 
nihilist Wednesday falls in love with 
an all-American boy. She demands 
‘one normal night’ when he and his 
parents, the Beinekes, visit the Add¬ 
ams’ haunted mansion in New York’s 
Central Park. 

Even the family’s ghostly ancestors 
are summoned to take part, and they 
have handily crept out of the crypt 
to supply the show with a chorus of 
Thriller-style singers and dancers. 

I was surprised the script hadn’t 
been updated with more than one 
Trump gag, and I don’t mean Grandma 
Addams’ flatulence. 

The clan were invented by New 
Yorker cartoonist Charles Addams to 
subvert the cliche of the wholesome 
American family. 

Deadpan 

Les Dennis is a revelation in the role 
of the ghoulish Uncle Fester, bringing 
poignancy to the moon-struck freak 
who narrates the show. 

Floating onto stage in a cloud of dry 
ice, Samantha Womack is deadpan and 
dead gorgeous as the macabre matri¬ 
arch Morticia. She even reveals that 
‘Tish has a pair of legs in a terrific 
tango scene. 

Cameron Blakely is a comic treat 
as Gomez Addams. His version of the 
Hispanic patriarch with a fondness for 


swordplay is more manic than in the 
film. He also has a fine singing voice. 

As Wednesday, the charismatic 
Carrie Hope Fletcher demonstrates 
her powerful vocals. Her performance 
confirms this actress and social media 
star is well on the way to being one of 
Britain’s brightest West End stars. 

Staffordshire-born Charlotte Page 
gives her operatic vocals full rein as 
the repressed Alice Beineke, after a 
shot of Grandma’s witchy brew ‘rips 
the lid off her id’. Dickon Gough’s lu¬ 
gubrious Lurch delivers some of the 


biggest laughs and a musical surprise. 

The show loses momentum in the 
second act and gets schmaltzy with 
the inevitable life lesson, but by then 
the audience is sold on the story of this 
bizarre gothic household. 

The songs are delivered with 
plenty of Broadway chutzpah and the 
dark humour features lots of snappy 
one-liners. Addams fans will not be 
disappointed. 

The show returns to the region to 
run at Wolverhampton Grand Theatre 
from October 17 to 21. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Baches solicitors are celebrating 
their 150th birthday this week. 


The firm was 
established by 
William Bache 
in 1867 and over 
the ensuing 
150 years has 
put down deep 
roots in the local 
community. 

For the past 
45 years their 
offices in 

CronehillsLinkway 
have been a 
talking point 
amongst clients 
with bare brick 
walls hiding a 
garden with 
shrubs trees and 
a large pond 
which plays host 
to ducks, birdlife 



and the firm’s dog, 
Woody. 


A birthday party 
is to be held at 
Sandwell Golf 
Club on Friday 
when the partners, 
staff - both past 
and present and 
long standing 
clients will be 
celebrating. One 
of our oldest 
guests, now 
in his nineties, 
remembers his 
first instructions to 
the firm in 1948. 



The 150 years 
have not been 
without incident. 
The offices at 
Lombard Street 
were bombed 
during the war. 

The firm has 
three partners, 

Jill Darbyshire, 

Jo Johnson and 
Lindsey Newell. 
Jill joined the 
practice in 1987 
and, having five 
young children 
at the time, was 
impressed with 
the family friendly 
philosophy of 
the firm. That 
has become 
a hallmark of 
Baches attracting 
a loyal staff 
from diverse 
backgrounds. 



Baches is proud 
of its connections 
with the local 
community 
fostered over a 
century and a half 
and is looking 
forward to a bright 
future making 
new friends and 
being part of the 
West Bromwich 
landscape for 
another 150 years. 
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Branch staff have art 
for hospital fundraising 


FIVE caring volunteers from 
a building society helped put a 
smile on young patients’ faces by 
using their arts and crafts skills 
at Birmingham Children’s Hos¬ 
pital. 

Colleagues from West Brom¬ 
wich Building Society got busy 
colouring, sticking and drawing 
during the art kart session. It 
aimed to keep youngsters enter¬ 
tained while they were visiting 
the hospital’s A&E department. 

Taking part were retail man¬ 
ager David Peckham, branch 
managers Sam Gumbley, 
Charlotte Sinclair-Brown and 
Amjid Iqbal and Mark Adams, 
Bromsgrove branch manager. 

Mr Adams said: “We all found 
art kart incredibly rewarding. 
It was great to see the children 
enjoying themselves and nice to 


think that, maybe for a short 
time, we took their minds off why 
they were in A&E.” 

The West Brom is a long-stand¬ 
ing supporter of Birmingham 
Children’s Hospital and staff say 
they are proud of the partner¬ 
ship. Volunteers spent time dec¬ 
orating the wards last Christmas 
as part of its commitment. 

Birmingham Children’s Hospi¬ 
tal Charity corporate fundraising 
manager Eloise Davidson said: 
“We are always delighted when 
the West Brom provides volun¬ 
teers for our events. They are en¬ 
thusiastic, empathetic and work 
hard for the patients’ benefit. 

“Our craft sessions always 
prove a welcome distraction, 
helping to bring some fun and 
positive energy into the depart¬ 
ment.” 



Back, Mark Adams, BCH play specialist Angela Gibbons, housekeeper Eileen Wadrup, branch manager Amjid Iqbal. 
Front, retail manager David Peckham, branch manager Sam Gumbley, customer manager Charlotte Sinclair-Brown 


Poison warning on 
household products 

TEAMS at Birmingham Children’s Hospital joined forc¬ 
es to urge families to keep harmful household products 
out of the reach of kids. 

The hospital’s specialist emergency department 
treated more than 100 young people up to the age of 
three last year who had accidentally swallowed things 
like liquitabs, air freshener liquid, as well as dishwasher 
and washing tablets. Brightly coloured packaging and 
squeezable shapes are attention grabbing for children 
and babies, and if they burst or are swallowed can cause 
chemical burns to throats or eyes. 

To help raise awareness staff from the hospital, which 
is part of Birmingham Women’s and Children’s NHS 
Foundation Trust, helped spread the important message 
by taking part in the Bitrex Big Taste Test. 

Bitrex, otherwise known as denatonium benzoate, 
was discovered in 1958 and is now put into household, 
garden and automotive products to reduce the risk of 
accidental poisoning. While Bitrex is in many household 
products, it is a last resort to prevent poisoning, as by 
the stage a child tastes it they have already gotten hold 
of the harmful toxin. 


Hospital's 
parking 
fines rise 


to £10,000 

PARKING fines shot up at Sandwell and City 
Hospitals last year, it can be revealed. 

Cash raised from fining patients and visitors rose 
by more than seven times during 2016 - as greater 
focus was placed on targeting problem parkers. 

Sandwell and West Birmingham NHS Trust, which runs 
both hospitals, made almost £10,000 last year from penal¬ 
ties compared to just £1,353 in 2015. 


Bosses said the surge in 
money made was down to 
a review of how fines are 
handed out. 

A new company has been 
brought in to handle park¬ 
ing penalties, resulting in a 
rise in people coming within 
the sights of wardens. 

Figures obtained by the 
Express & Star showed 
during 2015 just £753 was 
paid in parking fines from 
Sandwell General and £600 
from City Hospital in Bir¬ 
mingham. 

Reduced 

But last year, the totals 
jumped to £3,881 from 
Sandwell and £5,919 from 
City, highlighting the in¬ 
creased focus on punishing 
drivers who flout the rules. 

Those who do are hit 
with fines of £50, but that 
amount is reduced to £25 if 
paid within 14 days. 

Steve Clarke, deputy di¬ 
rector of facilities at the 
Sandwell and West Birming¬ 
ham trust said: “This year 
we have worked with a dif¬ 
ferent company to manage 
parking penalties on trust 
sites on our behalf. 

“This supplier operates a 
fair penalty notice system 
where people using our car 
parks can appeal if they feel 
they have been unfairly or 
inappropriately fined. Our 
previous supplier was not 



Sandwell General Hospital 


able to offer this right of ap¬ 
peal so for part of the previ¬ 
ous year, parking fines were 
not imposed. 

“We now have a fair fin¬ 
ing system in place for peo¬ 
ple who do not comply with 
our parking arrangements 
causing inconvenience and 
risk to others.” 

Sandwell Labour council¬ 
lor John Edwards said he ac¬ 
cepted hospitals would fine 
drivers who are flouting the 
laws but believes charges 
are too high. 

He said: “If there is a 
parking charge scheme, if 
you don’t abide by it you 
are going to get fined. But 
should people have to pay 
at all? I appreciate there has 
got to be some management 
of parking at hospitals but 
the level of current charges 
are scandalously high.” 


Tram stops shut for 
maintenance works 


THREE tram stops will be closed as ‘essential’ mainte¬ 
nance work is carried out on stops in the city centre. 

Tram users will be forced to either use a replacement bus 
service or walk more than one-and-a-half miles for journeys 
from Wolverhampton. Currently there are up to 10 trams 
per hour from Birmingham to Wolverhampton, meaning 
an extra 10 buses will have to be scheduled for an already 
congested city centre. 

The work will last six months as the tram track is re¬ 
placed and Midland Metro Alliance will also be resurfacing 
the road. 

Alejandro Moreno, Midland Metro Alliance director, said: 
“We recognise that no-one welcomes disruption, but these 
works are essential for the continued running of trams.” 



DOES YOUR 


NEED ASPR NG 


■ nraren 






Due to popular 
demand now taking 
bookings for Weekends 
and Bank Holidays 


At BTF we specialise in the external cleaning of properties. 
Our team of experts are trained to tackle and revive the 
most dirty and worn of driveways, patios, tiled roofs 
and UPVC products. Based in Halesowen we offer a 
professional, friendly and efficient service, with thousands 
of satisfied customers across the West Midlands. 


OUR SERVICES INCLUDE 

✓ Driveway and Patio cleaning 
✓ Driveway Sealing and Recolouring 

✓ UPVC Guttering, Fascia and Soffits, washed & cleaned 

✓ Conservatories and Orangeries cleaned (inside & out) 

✓ Tiled roofs washed and cleaned 


r Celebrating 

17 


Years in 
Business 


Tiled 


roofs washed 


and cleaned 


For all of your external cleaning requirements, 

call the experts at BTF Cleaning Services!! 


BTF 


CLEANING SERVICES LIMITED 


www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 

Narrow Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands. B62 9ND 

Tel/Fax No: Ol 384 568345 


© M 
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i8 Gqrdening 

Scent of 
roses will 
aid your 
wellbeing 

HAVING a perfumed garden is an excel¬ 
lent way of improving wellbeing and mak¬ 
ing your outside space feel even more 
special. 

Not often thought of as a container plant, but 
an excellent option for small gardens, is the ever 
popular scented rose. 

Roses are easy to grow and will thrive in most 
pots providing there is good drainage and they 
are watered regularly. All you need is a sunny 
location and enough room for a large container 
and you can transform a patio, terrace or balco¬ 
ny into a floral retreat 
full of colour and fra¬ 
grance. 

Choosing the right 
rose is important - com¬ 
pact varieties with a long 
flowering season grow 
well in containers - they 
just need a sturdy, good 
sized pot to live in full 
of good quality potting 
compost. Roses need reg¬ 
ular feeding which will 
increase the amount of 
blooms they produce and 

will also improve their resistance to pests, although 
some roses will require spraying to combat aphids and 
mildew 

Pruning is essential as it shapes the plant and helps 
control insects and disease and it’s also important to 
remove dead heads as this improves flowering over a 
longer period of time. You should re-pot every two to 
three years to refresh the soil and if your rose isn’t 
flower as much as it used to then transplant it to a 
larger container. If you are replacing old roses with 
new ones, ensure that all the old soil is removed and 
replaced with fresh. 

The Royal Horticultural Society’s top five roses for 
containers are ... 

Laura Ford - a patio climber that has lots of small, 
double, deep yellow flowers and grows up to 3m high 
Magic Carpet - a groundcover variety that has 
pretty, wide, semi-double flowers in mauve, lilac and 
lavender with a light spicy scent. 

Nice Day (pictured) - a patio climbing rose with 
gorgeously scented coral-pink flowers that bloom re¬ 
peatedly throughout the summer and autumn and 
grows to 2m high 

Robin Redbreast - a miniature rose with dark 
green foliage and bright red, single flowers with yellow 
centres that produces good rosehips in the autumn. 

Sweet Dream - a past Rose of the Year short, 
standard bushy rose that has apricot-peach flowers 
with masses of petals 

For an instant rose garden that you can enjoy 
throughout the summer buy a selection of different 
sized pots, plant them with a varieties of roses and then 
place them together in a group. Simple but stunning. 

Sara Milne - The Potted Garden 



Are you one 
of UK’s best? 

HAVE you got what it takes to be named 
one of Britain’s best gardeners? 

Green-fingered enthusiasts from across the 
country are being urged to compete for one of six 
Wilko Amateur Gardener Of The Year awards. 

The nationwide retailer chain has claimed the the 
UK is a secret haven of garden enthusiasts - with 88 
per cent of residents rating having a nice garden as 
important, according to a national survey. 

Six entrants from across the UK will be picked as 
category winners, shortlisted by an experienced garden 
judging panel, including Dominic Cole, president of the 
Gardens Trust, and award-winning garden designer 
Andrew Fisher Tomlin, before being selected by a pub¬ 
lic vote on the W ilk o social media channels. 

The categories to enter are: 

* Best Allotment 

* Best Garden Design 

* Best Hanging Basket/ Container 

* Best Junior Gardener 

* Best Wildlife Garden 

* Best Upcycled Garden 

The competition is open until June 30 and the win¬ 
ners of each category will receive a £100 Wilko gift card 
and trophy. One of the six finalists will be crowned 
overall Wilko Amateur Gardener Of The Year 2017 and 
receive an additional £250 Wilko gift card. 

Email an image of your garden to wilkogardener@ 
wearebrazenpr.com including name, email address, 
telephone number and the category you wish to be 
considered for. Finalists will be informed on July 21. 



It’s a good idea to use a sprinkler to water your lawn 


Lawns take a battering 
- but help is out there 


SUMMER is the time when your lawn gets a 
hammering - from kids, garden party guests 
and pets. So, when the heat is on, how do you 
keep your grass looking great? 

“After a particularly mild winter, where weeds 
may have taken hold in spring, warmer tem¬ 
peratures from June to August affect how and 
what you should do to maintain your lawn,” says 
Steve Taylor, technical lawn expert and adviser 
to Green Thumb, a lawn treatment service. 

He offers this simple guide for those wanting 
their lawns to look in peak condition: 

MAINTENANCE 

This spring has been dry and cool and we are 
now into summer - now is not a good time to be 
doing much in the way of the aeration and scari¬ 
fication. Cut your lawn correctly by not mowing 
below 25mm in summer. 

WATERING 

Adapt your watering schedule to the weather. 
If you do not water the grass, it will dehydrate 
and a weak lawn will leave an opportunity for 
weeds and all the wrong types of grass to ger¬ 
minate and grow in it. Water using a sprinkler, 
moving it about the lawn from place to place 


leaving it in each area for approximately 10 min¬ 
utes but no longer. If the lawn has slight tinges 
of brown, then get watering now. 

MOWING 

The most common mistakes concern cutting 
height and when not to cut. When cutting in 
spring, keep the height at not less than 25mm 
(lin). In warmer, drier periods raise the height 
of the cut to 40mm (1.5in), but if it remains 
really dry and watering is difficult, then up to 
50mm (2in). When the grass is not growing and 
is becoming brittle, do not cut it. If the lawn has 
become dry, watering is essential if you want 
to keep it looking good and you may have to 
increase your watering program to recover the 
lawn. Only when you start to see the lawn re¬ 
cover, is it time to restart cutting again. 

TREATMENTS 

These should be nutrition-based and applied 
at both the start and towards the end of the 
summer. By applying an early and late sum¬ 
mer treatment, each plant in your lawn will be 
strengthened to withstand warm conditions and 
will ensure a healthy and vibrant green coloured 
lawn for you to enjoy on long summer days. 


There's so much colour and 
inspiration for gardeners 


ROSS 

UNDERWOOD 


Head Gardener at Hodnet Hall 



“OUR England is a garden” said 
Rudyard Kipling and there is no 
greater proof that we are a na¬ 
tion of gardeners than the inter¬ 
est given to the Chelsea Flower 
Show. 

This floral spectacle engages visitors 
and TV viewers the world over. Away 
from all of the razzmatazz and in the 
humbler surroundings of are own gar¬ 
dens there is plenty going on for the 
ambitious gardener to make the most 
of what the season has to offer. 

It is Iris time in the herbaceous border 
whether the Irises are tall or short bearded 
with voluptuous standards and falls that 
shine like satin they will need a good baking 
their rhizomes planted shallowly towards 
the full sun. 

More amenable in good garden soil with 
some moisture and in shade is Iris sibirica 
which come in shades of blue, pink, purple 
and white and grow from between 30cm 
and 90cm. We have many stands of an ex¬ 
cellent blue cultivar which I do not know 
the name of. But it has been divided suc¬ 
cessfully over several years in the autumn 
and spring and spread around. Usually the 
centre of the plant becomes congested with 
most of the growth on the outside. It is easy 
to chop it up with a spade and discard the 
parts that are showing less vigour and re¬ 
plant the rest. 

Perennial poppies, Papaver orientalis, are 
excellent border plants and a good partner 
for alliums or mingled between late flow- 
erers that are still growing. Poppies have 
petals which always remind me of slightly 
ruffled tissue paper. 

“Beauty of Livermere” has wonderful 
scarlet petals with a black basal blotch but 
there are also white, plum and pink cul- 
tivars. It is not worth letting them go to 
seed if you want reliable seedlings as they 
are easily cross pollinated. They grow from 
basal foliage and they can become untidy 
after flowering so cut the whole plant down, 
leaves and all. It will quickly replace the old 
leaves with new until the flowers appear 
next year. 

Whether on walls, in borders or shrub¬ 
beries, Roses are the quintessential English 
summer flower. I love the climbing rose 
“Madame Gregoire Staechelin” which has 
stupendous pink blooms that have a subtle 
sweet pea scent. It is a shame that it only 
flowers once but if you partner it with a late 
flowering clematis then you can enjoy two 
plants in the same space. 

Another excellent climber for a wall or 
growing into a tree or large shrub are hon¬ 
eysuckles. If left unchecked then they can 
become rampant though they will respond 
well to a heavy pruning in winter. It the 
shrub is large enough then you can happily 
leave them to their own devices. 

Finally for those with patience and space 



Honeysuckles are excellent climbers - though they may need pruning during the winter months 



Poppies are excellent border plants and come in many different colours Mme Gregoire Staechelin - one of Ross’s favourite roses 


then the flowering species of Cornus (flow- group of hybrids hailing from North Amer- if you have a sunny spot cultivars such as 
ering Dogwoods) are spectacular. I grow ica and bred from Cornus florida. Cornus “Rainbow” and ‘Cherokee Princess’ are 
cultivars of Cornus kousa which includes florida likes a long hot summer and can worth a try. 

old favourites such as “Eddies White Won- sometimes under perform in our cooler The best thing about an English summer 
der” as well as the species which is worth summers. It also has an unfortunate habit is that there is something for everybody, 
growing in its own right. There are another of clinging onto its leaves in winter though And it’s not over yet! 



















Closing date 
23rd June 2017 


TO SPEND WITH ANi 


ADVERTISER WHO H'AS 


^APPEARED ON THK PAGE 

To be in with a chance ofwinning 
■' all you have to do is answer the 

• questions in this panel which 

• relate to the adverts on'this page 


Send your answers to the 
address on the coupon. 


1. Which advertiser has branches in 
Halesowen and Blackheath? 


2. Who has onions at £3.99 per 25kg bag? 


3. Where can you arrange a romantic break? 


Send your entries to Sarah Childs (23rd June 2017) Express & Star, Black Country House 
Rounds Green Road, Oldbury B69 2DG 


Mr/Mrs/Miss.First Name... 

Surname. 

Address. 


Postcode.Tel No Email. 

I have read the rules and agree to abide by them. Signature. 

I would like to spend my prize money with. 

Rules: Entrants must be 18 or over. Closing date for entries is 23rd June 2017. The winner will be notified by post. The first 
correct entry opened after the closing date will receive the prize. There is no cash alternative to the prize. The prize will be 
issued in cheque form made payable to the advertiser as chosen by the winner. Once issued the cheque cannot be altered and 
must be cashed within two months of receipt. Employees or their immediate relatives of the MNA group of companies may NOT 
enter. The Editor’s decision is final. The winner must be prepared to take part in any publicity. 


Oak Woo. 

L®DGE! 


01597 811422 


www.oakwoodlodges.co.uk 



Norwegian log cabins situated at 1000ft above sea-level in the ‘Heart of Wales’. 
Fantastic views with red kites soaring overhead. Stunning location and 
excellent touring centre. 

Dogs welcome. Small site. All year round availability. 

Superb holiday accommodation. 

PHONE FOR BROCHURE 



l 

□ 4RMI 


71 High Street, Princes End, Tipton DY4 9JF 
Telephone: 0121 557 2370 or 07782 484950 

Contact@princesendgarage.co.uk I www.princesendgarage.co.uk 


Empire House, 11 New Street, 
Smethwick, Warley B66 2AJ 

07506 683326 



Here at Jordans Solicitors we offer, 
Conveyancing both Residential and 
Commercial, Wills and Probate, 
Powers of Attorney & Family Law... 

If the regular office hours 9.00am to 5.00pm Monday to Friday are not very 
convenient for you we can offer Thursday evening and Saturday morning 


I Summer Hill, Halesowen B63 3BU Tel: 0121 585 3900 
35 Payne Street, Blackheath, West Midlands B65 ODH 
Telephone: 0121 559 2922 

www.jordans-solicitors.co.uk 



Fox Goose 
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family sizzling 5 
xj entertainment a 
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BBQ BAtTlJK M4<4*4 

BURGERS 


NAAN 


ALL NEWLY REFURBISHED - UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 

Authentic Indian dishes and mixed grills 

• Free Wifi • Live sport • Families welcome 
• Beergarden ‘Wheelchairaccess 

Book now for Father's Day and spoil your 
Dad this Sunday 18 th June 

Fox & Goose, 161 Greets Green Road, B70 3ET Tel: 0121 557 4118 

Open from 1 2 noon 'til Late HJ 
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CAPITAL 

jM| PM | 


OPEN TO ALL! 

Come along and enjoy our FR 


Apply for 
Courses 


Take a 
selfie in the 
Capital FM 
Camper Van 


iphone 7 


Formula 1 
Simulator 
Car 


Painting 


SATURDAY 24 JUNE 11AM - 3PM 
@ SANDWELL COLLEGE 


www.sandwell.ac.uk 
0800 622 006 
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Provider 
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Visit this magic Lamp 
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^v- larrjp Restaurant § Bar 

Fully licensed Bangladeshi & Indian Cuisine 

BOOK NOW FOR 
FATHERS DAY 

Sunday 18th June 


FREE FUNCTION ROOM 
Seats up to 60 people 



dxi5 

tripadvisor* 


EMM on 

Trip Advisor in 
Wednesbury 


Various food packages available 

18 Upper High Street, 
Wednesbury WS10 7HQ 

Open 7 days a week: 6pm - 12pm 

Tel: 0121 5053080 / 5054250 
www.lamp-restaurant.co.uk 
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PUB & CARVE RY 

. Hill Top • West Bromwich • B70 OSD i 


°iM|556 000$ 


( 7 DAY 
CARVERY 

£4.49 Monday - Saturday 
• £6.79 Sunday 


FUNCT ON 


V 



WEDDING 

Receptions, 

Birthday 

Parties, 

Anniversaries 

and 

Funerals 


^OMburyREP 

July 8th-15th 

“CHARLEY’S AUNT” 

by Brandon Thomas 

This evergreen comedy, follows the hilarious events 
that arise when two students, Jack and Charles, use 
the excuse of the visit of Charley’s Aunt Donna Lucia, 
from Brazil (where the nuts come from) to invite their 
young ladies to their rooms. When a telegram arrives 
postponing the visit of his aunt, the boys bribe a 
friend, Lord Fancourt-Babberley, into impersonating 
her. Problems begin when the real aunt turns up 
under an assumed identity. Comical farce at its best. 
TICKET PRICES MON-TUES £8.00 
WED-SAT £10.00 (£9.00 CONCESSIONS) 
FILMS AT OLDBURY REP ON THE 
"SCREEN ON THE GREEN” 

June 30th: The BAFTA Award winning film “ 

LION” 

July 28th - Natalie Portman stars as 
Jackie Kennedy in the acclaimed biopic 

“JACKIE”. 

All films are shown on our 16ft screen with high 
quality Digital projection in our 170 seat auditorium. 

ALL TICKETS ARE STILL JUST £4.00 AND 
THE PERFORMANCE STARTS AT 7.30PM 

FREE adjacent car park (CCTV) Lounge, Bar, 
Facilities for the disabled 
Now booking! Box Office 0121 552 2761 

Box Office open Monday evening from 7.30pm, Friday evening prior to main 
house production and the night of the production at 7.00pm 

Spring Walk, Langley B69 4SP 
Online bookings now available at our website: 
www.oldburyrep.org 



Attractions: Half Price Meat Auctions & All your 
favourite Market Traders! Fun starts at 9am 

BANKS’S STADIUM 


Walsall FC WS1 4SA, FREE PARKING, J9 M6 

07889 975701 

All hard standing 


Idina's full of glee 
at going on tour 


S he’s the star of one of 
the biggest films of all 
time. And yet the biggest 
moments of Idina Menzel’s 
life were not what people 
might have thought. 

When the veteran of Broadway musicals performed Let 
It Go at the 2014 Oscars, her public life was at an all time 
peak - but her private life was in ruins. 

“It was such a strange dichotomy. There was this thing 
of having worked so hard my whole life and finally having 
this huge song. To be at the Oscars, and to have all the 
glamour of that. . . 

“And then to come home and have to go to mediation 
with my ex, figuring out which days he was visiting our 
son and where we were going, and the sadness, and the 
regret. It was. I mean, it was rich. It was rich, it was full. 

“I’ll always be hard on myself I guess. I want to do the 
right thing by my son, and that means balancing my work 
and my quality time with him. I know he needs to grow 
up seeing a really happy, confident mother, then he’ll be 
drawn to those kinds of women.” 

Idina has been described as having a ‘tear-down-the- 
house voice and commanding personality. . .’ by Variety 
magazine. 

And after releasing her fifth solo studio album ‘idina’ 
last autumn, the Tony Award-winning superstar is 
returning to the UK as part of her 2017 World Tour. 

The six-date tour includes a major London show at the 
Royal Albert Hall on June 15th and also features 
a headline gig on Monday at Birmingham’: 

Symphony Hall. 

Idina has captivated audiences at sell¬ 
out concerts around the world with her 
irresistible charm, wit and unparalleled 
vocal prowess. Throughout the tour, 

Idina will lead audiences through 
a special journey of songs 
from ‘idina’ as well as other 
classic pop, musical theatre 
favorites and her own personal 
catalogue. 

The Tony Award-winning 
Idina Menzel has a diverse 
career that traverses stage, 
film, television and music. 

Idina’s voice can be heard 
as Elsa in Disney’s global 
box office smash ‘Frozen’, 
in which she sings the film’s 
Oscar-winning song ‘Let 
It Go’ and in the follow up 
short, ‘Frozen Fever’. 

After Idina’s performance 
of the multi-platinum song 
at the 86th annual Academy 
Awards, she made history 
as the first person with both 
a Billboard Top 10 hit and a 
Tony Award for acting. Idina 
capped 2016 with the release 
of her fifth original solo studio 
album ‘idina.’ 

Idina earned her first Tony 
nomination as Maureen in the 
Pulitzer Prize winner ‘Rent’, 
and won the award for her 
performance as Elphaba in 
‘Wicked’. Other notable roles 
include Shelby Corcoran 
on the hit television show 
‘Glee’ as well as starring 
opposite Susan Sarandon 
and Amy Adams in Disney’s 
‘Enchanted’. Idina also 
performed the National 
Anthem at Super Bowl XLIX 
in February 2015, which was 
the most-watched television 
program in U.S. history. 

In addition to cast albums, 

Idina’s prolific recording 
career includes the solo 
albums ‘idina.’, ‘I Stand’, ‘Here’ 
and ‘Still I Can’t Be Still’ as well 
as her first-ever Christmas 


Frozen fever - Idina says her 
career makes her feel confident 




album ‘Holiday Wishes’ and the 
live album ‘Barefoot: Live At The 
Symphony’. Idina’s most recent 
Broadway role as ‘Elizabeth’ in the 
original production ‘If/Then’ earned 
her critical acclaim and her third 
^ . Tony nomination. 

Perhaps not surprisingly, it 
is her career that gives her 
confidence. 

“My career is what makes 
me feel confident. 

“To feel self-sufficient and 
like I don’t need a man to 
support me and all that kind of 
stuff makes me feel good about 
myself. It’s just, you know.. . 
“Everyone talks about me 
being a role model for young girls 
and that’s not always the truth in 
my day-to-day personal life. I’m 
not constantly practising what I 
preach. 

“I’m a little uncomfortable 
carrying that banner. I’m not 
always ‘Oh, I feel so great 
about myself today. I’m 
a powerful, confident 
woman, and I’m not 
going to care what 
anyone else thinks 
of me!’ 

“I mean it’s all 
rubbish really. I 
can be a mess. 
The older I get, I 
get wiser about 
some things, and 
yet I get more fragile 
and vulnerable about 
others.” 

Idina’s solo records 
give her the opportunity 
to strike out. She finds 
catharsis in singing out 


I kind of thrive 
and vibe off the 
connection with 
the audience 


the problems in her life - it’s a form of therapy. “I don’t 
know if it’s breaking out. It’s just me. It’s a new beginning. 
It’s an album where I explore a lot of things that have 
been going on in my life. It’s been a turbulent couple of 
years, with some great stuff and not so great stuff, so a lot 
of people will feel like they get to know me on a first-name 
basis.” 

STRONG 

Idina is looking forward to her forthcoming tour. She 
enjoys engaging with fans and hopes to make strong 
connections when she’s on the road. 

“I kind of thrive and vibe off the connection with the 
audience. Maybe it’s because I do eight shows a week in 
theatre and I thirst for that little thing that changes it up 
from day to day. I’m not afraid of that. If somebody calls 
out in a lovingly heckling voice, I’m like, ‘OK, what did you 
say?’ I want to talk about it. 

“The other night, the band started playing ‘Brick 
House’ because I thought somebody said, ‘You look like 
a brick house’. I don’t know what they said. It was: ‘You 
look beautiful’ or something. But I had my ear monitors 
in. I said, ‘What? I look like a brick house?’ And the next 
thing you know, we’re playing Brick House.” 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 



















All Or Nothing for Mod 
heroes the Small Faces 


The Small Faces certainly packed a musical 
punch, providing a gritty London R&B 
alternative to the all-conquering Merseybeat 
of the mid-1960s. 

They also helped create and define the music and 
fashion shaping Mod culture and were responsible for 
hits including Whatcha Gonna Do About It, Itchycoo 
Park, Tin Soldier, Lazy Sunday and All Or Nothing. 

And it is All Or Nothing which is also the title of a 
new musical aiming to recapture the era and tell the 
story of working-class East End lads who become a 
pop phenomenon while facing the perils of booze, 
drugs and unscrupulous management. 

The touring production is heading to Wolverhampton 
Grand Theatre for three nights and a Saturday matinee 
between June 22 and 24. 


The show is a labour of love for its writer, co¬ 
producer (and one of its stars) Carol Harrison, an 
actress who had known Small Faces singer, the late 
Steve Marriott, and wanted to bring his story to the 
stage. It was an initial run of the show on the south 
coast, which saw TV actor Chris Simmons come on 
board. Carol had secured Simon Rouse, DCI Jack 
Meadows in The Bill, to play tough manager Don 
Arden. Simon knew Chris from their time at Sun Hill 
nick in the popular police drama. 

Chris, who played CID officer Mickey Webb, saw the 
script and was offered the lead role of Steve Marriott. 

“I read it and said to my agent,’ I have got to have 
this part.’ I fell in love with the way it was written, the 
narration, and I knew about Steve Marriott. It really 
is a wonderful, fantastic, ballsy, edgy, funny, dark, 
emotional piece and Carol’s writing is very funny.” 


■ 


Country life comes 
to the city streets 



Visitors to Birmingham 
city centre this weekend 
can escape to the country 
without leaving the urban 
environment. 

This year the theme of the 
Summer in Southside free festival 
is Escape to the Countryside as a 
maypole and friendly yokels will be 
part of the celebration held in the 
streets in and around Birmingham 
Hippodrome and Chinatown. 
Wellies are optional. 

There will be a sheepdog herding 
ducks, a mini farm for petting 
animals, The Sheep Show featuring 
the ‘Sheep Show Shuffle’ and a 
chance for a chat with Farmer Giles. 

There will also be an opportunity 


to see members of Birmingham 
Royal Ballet perform the comic 
Chicken Dance from La Fille mal 
gardee; The Fabularium present 
the tale of woodland scoundrel 
Reynard the Fox (pictured); 
acrobatics from Tanzania’s The 
Black Eagles; Asian dance from 
Jaivant Patel Dance and Lions of 
Punjab bhangra dancers; and Folk 
Dance Remixed will perform their 
quirky Step Hop House. 

There will be the creation of a 
cardboard farmyard by Russian 
group Cardboardia; tree-based 
drama Roots by Highly Sprung; 
puppetry in Imagineer Productions’ 
Operation Migration about one 
man’s mission to save orphaned 
geese; and a Country Fayre Picnic 
hosted by Secret City Arts. 


Visitors will even be able to 
take a stroll in the countryside 
without leaving the Birmingham 
Hippodrome, when on Sunday the 
Hippodrome’s foyer becomes the 
focus of family events, including 
virtual reality. There will be face 
painting, vintage fairground rides 
and traditional games. 

The focus will be on music on 
Saturday night outdoors at The 
Arcadian, featuring Brum’s own 
madcap folk and world music 
rockers The Destroyers, alongside 
the brassy sound of the Rajasthan 
Heritage Band, plus contributions 
from Lions of Punjab, the Black 
Eagles and Folk Dance Remixed. 

The programme is available at 
www.birminghamhippodrome.com/ 
calendar/summer-southside-2017-2 


Skids returning 
to mark 40 years 

The Robin 2 in Bilston hosts 
a reunion gig by Scottish 
punk band The Skids on 
June 22 as part of the 
group’s 40th anniversary 
tour. They released punk | 
classic Sweet Suburbia 
in ‘78, had a top ten 
hit with Into The Valley 
and released four albums 
before splitting in 1982. 

Guitarist Stuart Adamson went 
on to form Big Country but died in 2001. Singer 
Richard Jobson (pictured) will be back alongside 
original Skids bassist Bill Simpson and drummer 
Mike Baillie. Tickets cost £25 advance or £30 door. 


xx marks the spot 
for 24 TV star Kiefer 

Guitar rockers Hunter & The Bear, who last 
month released debut album Paper Heart, are at 
Birmingham’s 02 Institute on Saturday night. 

The same venue hosts DUB FX tomorrow night 
(Friday), grunge rock leading light Mark Lanegan with 
his band on Monday and The Maccabees visit on 
Thursday (June 22) as part of their farewell tour. 

The xx play Birmingham’s 02 Academy on 
Wednesday, the same night TV star Kiefer Sutherland 
performs songs from his country/rock debut Down In 
A Hole in one of the venue’s other rooms. 

Shropshire psychedelic outfit Grim Fiction headline a 
four band bill at The Sunflower Lounge at Smallbrook 
Queensway on Saturday night. Tap into American 
roots music with Chastity Brown and Otis Gibbs at the 
Hare and Hounds in Kings Heath on Sunday. 
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THUR 15/06/17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 
FRI 16/06/17 
JACOB MALE VOCALIST 
SAT 17/06/17 
IJB40 TRIBUTE 
SUN 18/06/17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


MON 1 
BENS DISCO & KARAOKE 
TUE 20/06/17 
PREDATORS KARAOKE 
WED 21/06/17 
CHAD WHITE 
THUR 22/06/17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


SUNDAY 

CARVERY 

£4195 


We also serve 

GREAT 1 
STEAK & 1 
GRILL DEALS 


£3145 
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InterChfaice 
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QUALITY COACH HOLIDAYS FOR OVER 20 YEARS 


CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE HOLIDAY BROCHURE 


, 


SUMMER SPECIAL 

SEACROFT HOLIDAY VILLAGE 
HEMSBY 


£119 


„ * imv RETURN COACH TRAVEL 

31st JULY 2017 5 DAYS HALF BOARD 

7th AUGUST 2017 ENTERTAINMENT 


SUN 18TH JUNE - 5 DAYS FRI 25RD JUNE - 5 DAYS MON 26TH JUNE - 5 DAYS MON 2nd JULY - 7 DAYS 




£399 ] 

includes Sunday lunch Inc happy hour bar each day 

MON 10TH JULY - 5 DAYS MON 10TH JULY - 5 DAYS MON 17TH JULY - 5 DAYS MON 24TH JULY - 5 DAYS 
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MILLRYTHE-GOBY CAR 

E 

HAYLING ISLAND 


OTHER DESTINATIONS INCLUDE: 

• SUFFOLK 

• SOUTHPORT 

• EASTBOURNE 

• BOURNEMOUTH 

....AND LOTS LOTS MORE .... 


PICK-UPS AVAILABLE 


WE CAN ALSO PICK 
YOU UP FROM YOUR 
HOME WITH OUR 
D00R2D00R HOME 
COLLECTION SERVICE 



WOLVERHAMPTON, DUDLEY, KINGSWINFORD, STOURBRIDGE, WEST BROM, 
GREAT BARR, KINGSTANDING, ST CHADS, YARDLEY, ACOCKS GREEN, MAYPOLE 


0800 5404040 01902 771411 


www.interchoice.co.uk 
sales@interchoice. co.uk 
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Pitch Battle 
(BBC1, 7.30pm) 

New series. Mel Giedroyc 
presents the choral music 
contest, in which choirs of all 
sizes, genres and voices 
compete in a series of head-to- 
head knock-out challenges. 
First, each group is given a 
chance to display their 
speciality with a 'showstopper' 
performance, before battling it 
out with their rivals in a themed 
'riff-off'. The winning group will 
be decided by a panel of 
experts, including crusading 
choirmaster Gareth Malone, 
former choir-girl Kelis, and this 
week's guest judge Bebe Rexha. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 10.30 Trooping the Colour 2017. 

1.05 BBC News; Weather. 1.20 Athletics: 
Diamond League Highlights. 2.20 Live 
Challenge Cup Rugby League. 
Warrington Wolves v Wigan Warriors 
(Kick-off 3.00pm). 5.05 Celebrity 
Mastermind. (R) 5.35 BBC News. 5.45 
Regional Programme. 5.55 Pointless 
Celebrities. (R) 

6.45 Doctor Who. The Doctor takes Bill 
to ancient Aberdeenshire, where 
she is given a chance to solve the 
mystery of what happened to the 
lost Ninth Legion of the Roman 
army. 

7.30 Pitch Battle. New series. Mel 
Giedroyc presents as choirs of all 
sizes, genres and voices compete 
in a series of knock-out 
challenges, judged by Gareth 
Malone, Kelis, and guest judge 
Bebe Rexha. 

9.00 Casualty. The day of Cal’s funeral 
arrives, and Ethan delivers a 
drunken, heartfelt eulogy that 
leaves both lain and Lily worried 
about his wellbeing. Meanwhile, a 
school trip to France comes to an 
abrupt end when a scuffle on 
board the coach causes it to crash. 
As a result, the ED is inundated 
with teenage patients, including 
Sean, whose unusual vitamin 
tablets ring alarm-bells for the 
staff, and Sky, whose mother is a 
long-term advocate of alternative 
medicine, and is not happy about 
her daughter receiving an X-ray 
scan. 

9.50 Mrs Brown’s Boys. Trevor has 
decided to work for a mission 
project in Africa, so Agnes 
resolves to give him an 
unforgettable send-off, while 
Cathy’s family counselling session 
descends into chaos. (R) 

10.20 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.40 Film: Shanghai Knights. (2003) 
Chinese sheriff Chon Wang and 
reformed bandit Roy O'Bannon 
head for Victorian London on the 
trail of a murderer. Their 
investigation leads them to a 
nefarious Englishman plotting to 
kill the royal family - but 
fortunately Chon's talented sister 
comes to their aid. Martial arts 
comedy sequel, with Jackie Chan, 
Owen Wilson, Aidan Gillen and 
Fann Wong. 

12.30 Weather for the Week Ahead. 
12.35 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.25 Film: In Name Only. (1939) 7.55 
Film: Wonder Man. (1945) 9.30 Monty 
Halls’ Great Irish Escape. (R) 10.30 Great 
British Menu. (R) 11.00 Great British 
Menu. (R) 11.30 Mary Berry Cooks. (R) 
12.00 Homes Underthe Hammer. (R) 

I. 00 Bargain Hunt. (R) 2.00 Paul 
Newman: Talking Pictures. (R) 2.30 
Film: Cat on a Hot Tin Roof. (1958) 
Drama, starring Paul Newman and 
Elizabeth Taylor. 4.15 Flog It! (R) 5.00 
Gardeners’World. (R) 

6.00 Trooping the Colour 2017: 

Highlights. Another chance to see 
highlights from the annual 
ceremony, in which the 1 st 
Battalion Irish Guards marked the 
birthday of HM Queen Elizabeth II 
on Horse Guards Parade. 

7.30 The Venice Biennale: Sink or 
Swim. Brenda Emmanus follows a 
diverse team of emerging artists 
as they install and prepare to 
launch the first-ever Diaspora 
Pavilion at the Venetian Palazzo 
during the Venice Biennale. The 
annual art exhibition gives artists a 
chance to demonstrate their 
talents to the exclusive network of 
curators, museum directors and 
buyers that attend the festival in its 
opening week, and this 
documentary follows the 
undiscovered creatives as they 
navigate VIP launch parties and 
find new inspiration among the 
many exhibitions across the city. 

8.00 Live International Rugby Union. 
Argentina v England (Kick-off 
8.15pm). Jason Mohammad 
presents coverage of the 
concluding match of the two-Test 
series, staged at the Estadio 
Brigadier General Estanislao 
Lopez, Santa Fe. While England 
are shorn of several players 
representing the British & Irish 
Lions in New Zealand, Eddie Jones 
has been able to select a squad 
with a fine balance of experience 
and youth for this challenging tour 
against the Pumas. With analysis 
by Brian Moore, Ugo Monye and 
Jeremy Guscott. 

10.30 Kevin Bridges: A Whole Different 
Story. The comedian on stage in 
Glasgow in 2015, musing on 
economics, art history and diet 
tips, as well as the rigours of 
growing up and adapting to his 
new-found place in the world. (R) 

II. 30 Versailles; (R) Inside Versailles. 

12.30 Film: Cafe de Flore. (2011) 2.25 
This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Sooty. (R) 6.30 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.50 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 
Oddbods.(R) 7.05 Super 4. (R) 7.20 
Marvel Avengers Assemble. (R) 7.45 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 8.10 Ben 10. 

8.25 ITV News. 8.30 Weekend. 9.25 The 
Home Game. (R) 10.25 Film: Carry On 
Cowboy. (1966) 12.15 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.30 Tipping Point. (R) 1.30 
Film: Three Men and a Baby. (1987) 
Comedy, starring Tom Selleck, Ted 
Danson and Steve Guttenberg. 3.30 Live 
2017 FIFA Confederations Cup. Russia v 
New Zealand (Kick-off 4.00pm). 

6.15 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.20 ITV News; Weather. 

6.35 You’ve Been Framed! Top 100 
Sport Stars. Harry Hill narrates a 
comical selection of mishaps 
filmed by viewers, featuring 
everything from giddy grandmas, 
cute kids and crazy animals to 
below-the-belt mishaps, practical 
jokers and painful-looking 
accidents. (R) 

7.30 The Voice Kids. William, Danny 
Jones and Pixie Lott all hope to fill 
their teams with the best young 
singers in the UK, as the second 
stage of blind auditions continues. 
Emma Willis is on hand to meet 
and greet the junior performers 
taking to the stage, as each hopes 
to impress the coaches and secure 
a chance to win the £30,000 prize 
-and a family holiday to 
Disneyland Paris. 

9.00 Film: Bridget Jones: The Edge of 
Reason. (2004) The disaster- 
prone journalist seems to have 
finally found the perfect boyfriend. 
However, when the couple start to 
squabble over their personal 
habits, she decides to decamp for 
a while to Thailand and write a 
travelogue. Unfortunately, she has 
reckoned without the 
reappearance of a duplicitous old 
flame - and a spell behind bars in 
a Thai prison. Romantic comedy 
sequel, with Renee Zellweger, 

Colin Firth, Hugh Grant, Jim 
Broadbent and Gemma Jones. 

11.05 ITV News; Weather. 

11.25The Chase. Bradley Walsh 
presents as four contestants 
answer general knowledge 
questions. (R) 

12.25 Jackpot247. 3.00 Who’s Doing the 
Dishes? (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.10 Mobil 1 The Grid. 6.40 Motor Sport: 
British GT. 7.05 Bloodwise Blenheim 
Palace Triathlon. 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.25 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.55 Frasier. (R) 9.25 
Frasier. (R) 9.55 The Big Bang Theory. 

(R) 10.25 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 

10.55 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.25 
The Simpsons. (R) 11.55 The Simpsons. 
(R) 12.25 The Simpsons. (R) 12.55 Four 
in a Bed. (R) 1.25 Four in a Bed. (R) 1.55 
Four in a Bed. (R) 2.30 Four in a Bed. (R) 
3.00 Four in a Bed. (R) 3.35 A Place in 
the Sun: Winter Sun. (R) 4.35 Big House, 
Little House. 5.35 Kirstie and Phil’s Love 
It or List It. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 The Autistic Gardener. New 
series. Award-winning designer 
Alan Gardner returns to transform 
another selection of suburban 
British gardens from unruly 
wastelands into horticultural 
masterpieces. He begins his latest 
campaign in Lancashire, where 
Pinky and Joe request help dealing 
with their oddly shaped triangular 
plot. Plus, Alan makes the first in a 
series of inspiration trips to 
America, beginning with a visit to 
an urban oasis in New York. 

8.00 Film: Iron Man 2. (2010) Tycoon- 
turned-superhero Tony Stark 
confronts a fearsome new foe in a 
Russian scientist using his own 
deadly hi-tech weapons to seek 
revenge. He also faces a struggle 
to keep his secrets out of the 
hands of both the government and 
an amoral rival, and discovers the 
armour he developed to fight evil 
is slowly killing him. Action 
adventure sequel, with Robert 
Downey Jr, Mickey Rourke and 
Don Cheadle. 

10.25 Film: The Maze Runner. (2014) 
Premiere. A teen with no memory 
in an isolated community must 
find his way through a deadly 
labyrinth in search of freedom. 
Sci-fi adventure, with Dylan 
O’Brien and Kaya Scodelario. 

12.35 Film: The Stone Roses: Made of 
Stone. (2013) Documentary about the 
band’s 2012 reunion concerts. 2.15 
Hollyoaks. Omnibus. Tom is not ready to 
face his fears, Lily is scared that her 
scars from the crash may not heal, and 
Scott prepares for a fete for the MS 
awareness day he has organised. 4.15 
Ackley Bridge. Jordan finds himself in 
charge of a baby that he has to sneak into 
school. (R) 5.10 Fifteen to One. General 
knowledge quiz. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 9.45 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.20 Access. 10.25 
Police Interceptors. (R) 11.20 Police 
Interceptors: Drugs Bust. (R) 12.20 On 
Benefits: To Heat or to Eat? (R) 1.20 The 
Great British Benefits Handout. (R) 2.20 
The Nightmare Neighbour Next Door. (R) 

3.15 The Nightmare Neighbour Next 
Door. (R) 4.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It 
Away. (R) 5.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It 
Away. (R) 

6.10 5 News Weekend. 

6.15 Funniest Ever Crazy Cats, lain Lee 
narrates a selection of comical 
clips featuring cats, with help from 
Dave Spikey, Matt Richardson and 
Andi Osho. 

7.00 Blind Date. New series. Paul 
O’Grady hosts a revival of the 
dating show in which contestants 
must choose between three 
unseen suitors based on their 
answers to a series of questions. 
The first episode sees a woman 
from Stockport and a man with an 
eight-inch beard asking the 
questions, while cameras also 
follow two strangers from different 
backgrounds on a blind date in 
Barcelona. 

8.00 Before They Were Stars. Dale 
Winton treks back through the TV 
archive to uncover embarrassing 
early brushes with fame endured 
by some of today’s biggest stars. 
9.00 Big Brother. Daily round-up of 
highlights, revealing the 
housemates’ reactions to the 
second eviction, as well as 
arguments, laughs and diary room 
visits. 

10.00 Michael McIntyre: Live at the 
Comedy Store. The comedian 
performs at the famous Soho 
comedy club, discussing topics 
including shopping, politics, what 
Brits call extreme weather, 

Scottish money and pregnancy 
tests. 

10.30 The Michael McIntyre Story. 

Documentary about the 
comedian’s rise to fame, 
examining his breakthrough 
performance at the 2006 Royal 
Variety show and role in the 
reinvention of stand-up comedy 
on TV. (R) 

11.55 Access. Showbiz news and 
gossip. 

12.00 SuperCasino. 3.05 Film: Bad 
Lieutenant: Port of Call New Orleans. 
(2009) 5.00 House Doctor. (R) 5.25 
Wildlife SOS. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Nicola Benedetti’s Indian Serenade 

7.30 BBC Cardiff Singer of the World 
2017 9.00 Cardinal 10.25 Film: Lemmy: 
The Movie (2010) 12.20 Lemmy: In His 
Own Words 12.45 Heavy Metal Britannia 

2.15 David Bowie and the Story of Ziggy 
Stardust 3.15 Lemmy: In His Own Words 
3.40 Close 
ITV2 

11.20 Take Me Out 12.20 You’ve Been 
Framed! Gold 12.50 Film: Sweet Home 
Alabama (2002) 1.50 FYI Daily 1.55 
Film: Sweet Home Alabama (2002) 3.00 
Film: The Flintstones (1994) 4.00 FYI 
Daily 4.05 Film: The Flintstones (1994) 
4.45 Film: StTrinian’s (2007) 5.45 FYI 
Daily 5.50 Film: St Trinian’s (2007) 6.50 
Film: Arthur (2011) 7.50 FYI Daily 7.55 
Film: Arthur (2011) 9.00 Love Island: 

The Weekly Hot List 10.00 Celebrity Juice 

10.50 Family Guy 12.20 American Dad! 

12.50 Film: Zack and Miri Make a Porno 
(2008) 1.50 FYI Daily 1.55 Film: Zack 
and Miri Make a Porno (2008) 2.45 
Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11.05 Film: Death on the Nile (1978) 
12.05 FYI Daily 12.10 Film: Death on the 
Nile (1978) 1.55 Lewis 3.50 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 5.55 Rosemary & 
Thyme 7.00 Midsomer Murders 9.00 
Foyle’s War 11.00 Law & Order: UK 2.00 
On the Buses 2.25 ITV3 Nightscreen 
ITV4 

11.00 The Classic Car Show 12.00 
British Touring Car Championship 
Highlights 1.30 ITV Racing Live 4.00 
Counting Cars 4.30 Pawn Stars 7.10 The 
Sweeney 8.10 Film: Jaws: The Revenge 
(1987) 9.10 FYI Daily 9.15 Film: Jaws: 
The Revenge (1987)10.00 Film: 
Reservoir Dogs (1992) 11.00 FYI Daily 
11.05 Film: Reservoir Dogs (1992) 

12.05 Film: Life on the Limit (2013) 1.05 
FYI Daily 1.10 Film: Life on the Limit 
(2013) 2.20 Tommy Cooper 2.50 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

12.00 The Goldbergs 2.30 Rude(ish) 

Tube Shorts 2.45 Film: Alvin and the 
Chipmunks: The Squeakquel (2009) 4.30 
The Big Bang Theory 9.00 Film: Easy A 
(2010) 10.55 Gogglebox 1.00 Rude Tube 
2.05 Tattoo Fixers 2.55 Marvel’s Agents 
of SHIELD 3.40 The Goldbergs 
Film4 

1.00 Epic (2013) 3.05 Carry On 
Regardless (1961) 4.55 Percy Jackson: 
Sea of Monsters (2013) 7.00 About a Boy 
(2002) 9.00 Commando (1985) 10.50 
Conan the Barbarian (1982) 1.25 The 
Boxer from Shantung (1972) 4.00 Close 
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The Loch 
(ITV, 9pm) 

A human heart is discovered on 
the shores of the Loch, and 
forensic psychologist Blake 
Albrighton is brought in to join 
the investigating team. He 
quickly forms a disturbing 
theory about the motive behind 
the seemingly inexplicable 
murders, but Chief Inspector 
Frank Smilie is quick to dismiss 
his ideas. However, if the new 
arrival is correct, the once 
peaceful Highland community 
could be set to endure far more 
deaths, as a serial killer prowls 
the area. Crime drama, starring 
Laura Fraser, John Sessions 
and Don Gilet. 



BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 The Andrew Marr 

Show. 10.00 Sunday Morning Live. 

11.00 Regional Programme. 12.15 

Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; 

Weather. 1.15 Homes Under the 

Hammer. (R) 2.15 Money for Nothing. 

(R) 3.00 Flog It! (R) 3.45 Escape to the 

Country. (R) 4.30 Lifeline. 4.40 Points of 

View. 4.55 Songs of Praise. 5.30 Eat 

Well for Less? (R) 

6.30 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Countryfile. Ellie Harrison and 
Sean Fletcher present the show 
from the Hay Festival, where they 
meet the event’s organisers as well 
as writers and artists. Ellie also 
goes on a wildlife safari inspired 
by one of the featured books and 
joins a team spotting and tracking 
adders with radio transmitters. 
Plus, Adam Henson reports on 
technology for preventing 
droughts and John Craven 
presents an update on the 
Countryfile Photographic 
Competition. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
returns to BBC Caversham, near 
Reading, where objects brought in 
to be valued include a communion 
book that was originally owned by 
war poet Wilfred Owen, an Aston 
Martin sports car, and a finely 
embroidered 17th-century 
needlework box that creates a 
surprise when its value is revealed. 

9.00 Poldark. Verity anxiously awaits 
word of her husband, who is 
sailing for Lisbon, when news 
reaches Trenwith of a naval 
battle in which both he and 
Dwight may have been killed. 

Ross is reunited with a 
disreputable old friend of his 
father, who tells him that Dwight 
has been captured and is facing 
execution in France - prompting 
him to turn down the position of 
magistrate and sail to the rescue. 
Drake proposes to Sam that the 
Methodists can worship at the 
church, but the decision angers 
George, who has them driven from 
the building. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20Regional Programme. 

10.30 Film: Thor: The Dark World. 
(2013) Superhero adventure 
sequel, with Chris Hemsworth and 
Tom Hiddleston. 

12.10 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.15 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.05 A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 6.50 
The Instant Gardener. (R) 7.35 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.35 The 
Beechgrove Garden. 9.05 Countryfile. 

(R) 10.00 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 
11.30 Great British Menu. (R) 12.00 
Great British Menu. (R) 12.30 Great 
British Menu. (R) 1.00 The Best Dishes 
Ever. (R) 1.30 Sailing: America’s Cup 
Highlights. 2.30 Live Challenge Cup 
Rugby League. Hull FC v Castleford 
Tigers (Kick-off 3.00pm). 5.00 Rowing 
World Cup. 

6.00 The Fifteen Billion Pound 

Railway. The concluding episode 
of the documentary about the 
construction of the Crossrail train 
line linking east and west London 
follows the work of engineers 
building 10 new stations. A team 
battles to put together the giant 
jigsaw that will become a 
cathedral-sized station at Canary 
Wharf. The structure is so big it 
has to be erected underwater in a 
dock, while the roof comes in a kit 
of more than 2,500 pieces. As the 
underground caverns that will 
become the new stations are 
carved out, workers uncover 
gruesome reminders of the city’s 
past. Last in the series. (R) 

7.00 Dragons’ Den. The panel assesses 
more money-spinning ideas, 
including an unusual coffee lid, a 
range of coconut-based products, 
and a safety device for hairstyling 
gadgets. Evan Davis presents. (R) 
8.00 The Life Swap Adventure. A nurse 
from Nottingham who wants to 
live somewhere with a sense of 
community swaps places with a 
B&B owner from Alaska, who is 
hoping to escape her small-town 
life. 

9.00 20 Days-Battle for Supremacy. 

10.15 Mock the Week. Topical comedy 
quiz show, hosted by Dara O 
Briain. (R) 

10.45 White Gold. Vincent is nominated 
for Entrepreneur of the Year in the 
Essex Business Awards, and 
Lavender and Vincent discover 
that Fitzpatrick is a CB radio 
enthusiast. (R) 

11.15 Cricket: ICC Champions Trophy 
Highlights. Action from the final at 
The Oval in south London, which 
provided the setting for the climax 
of the eighth staging of the one- 
day tournament. 

12.05 Athletics. 1.05 Sign Zone: 

Duestion Time. (R) 2.05 Holby City. (R) 
3.05 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Sooty. (R) 6.30 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.50 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 
Oddbods.(R) 7.05 Super 4. (R) 7.20 
Marvel Avengers Assemble. (R) 7.45 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 8.10 Ben 10. 
8.25 ITV News. 8.30 Weekend. 9.25 
Britain’s Best Walks with Julia Bradbury. 
(R) 10.00 Peston on Sunday. 11.00 
Film: Carry On Cruising. (1962) 12.45 
ITV News; Weather. 1.00 Tipping Point. 
(R) 2.00 The Voice Kids. (R) 3.30 Live 
2017 FIFA Confederations Cup. Portugal 
v Mexico (Kick-off 4.00pm). 

6.15 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.20 ITV News; Weather. 

6.35 Britain As Seen on ITV. A 

selection of clips from the ITV 
archives showing talented people 
from around the nation, including 
a search for budding singers in 
Wales in the 1960s. (R) 

7.00 Vera. Afisherman’s body is found 
tangled up in a North Sea trawler’s 
net. Vera and her team investigate 
with the help of the local 
harbourmaster, and find the dead 
man’s sons pointing the finger at 
the owner of a fish market, with 
whom they have a long-running 
feud. Retracing the dead man’s 
steps, Vera discovers when he 
drowned and tracks down a 
waitress who may have been one 
of the last people to see him alive. 
However, the case becomes more 
complicated when a witness runs 
away and a boat belonging to the 
dead man’s sister-in-law goes up 
in flames. (R) 

9.00 The Loch. A forensic psychologist 
joins the team following the 
discovery of a human heart by the 
lakeside, and develops his own 
terrifying theories about the 
reason for the murders. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Peston on Sunday. Political 
magazine, presented by Robert 
Peston. Allegra Stratton presents a 
guide to the latest issues on social 
media. (R) 

11.20 Lethal Weapon. Riggs and 
Murtaugh are forced to work with 
DEA agent Karen Palmer to protect 
Leo Getz, an ambulance-chasing 
attorney linked to the cartel. (R) 

12.15 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 
3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 


6.20 3rd Rock from the Sun. (R) 6.45 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.10 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 7.35 
Frasier. (R) 8.00 Frasier. (R) 8.25 Frasier. 
(R) 8.55 Eating Well with Hemsley + 
Hemsley. 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
Eat the Week. 1.35 The Simpsons. (R) 
2.00 The Simpsons. (R) 2.30 Film: The 
Book of Life. (2014) Premiere. Animated 
adventure, with the voice of Diego Luna. 

4.30 A Place in the Sun: Winter Sun. (R) 

5.30 Homes by the Sea. 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 A Very British Hotel. London’s 
Mandarin Oriental Hyde Park host 
a flamboyant wedding ceremony, 
VIP guests including Morgan 
Freeman and Duincy Jones check 
in, and veteran concierge 
Francois-Xavier is asked to source 
a watch worth more than a quarter 
of a million pounds for one 
wealthy guest. Born-and-bred 
Londoner Paul starts work at the 
hotel, and must learn fast what it 
takes to be at the top of the five- 
star game, while Vanya is missing 
her boyfriend after eight months of 
working nights. (R) 

8.00 Great Canal Journeys: India. The 

first of two programmes in which 
Timothy West and Prunella Scales 
explore India by canal boat. The 
trip begins in Kerala, a region of 
palm-fringed lakes, rivers and 
British-built canals which has had 
a thriving spice trade for 
thousands of years. They explore a 
boat built by a local ruler and make 
offerings at a temple, while Pru 
learns a traditional dance. 

9.00 The Handmaid’s Tale. Offred is 
punished by Serena Joy, which 
leaves her shaken and brings back 
painful memories of her time at 
the Red Centre with Moira. A 
complication during the ceremony 
makes matters worse, and 
threatens her very survival. 

10.15 Merciless. The first episode of a 
Brazilian crime drama about a 
serial killer who infiltrates the task 
force assigned to track him down. 
The full series is available on All 4. 

11.10 Film: End of Watch. (2012) Two 
Los Angeles cops recording their 
daily routine for a film project 
stumble on evidence that could 
bring down a drug cartel. Crime 
thriller, with Jake Gyllenhaal. 

1.05 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
(R) 1.55 The Last Leg: Re-united 
Kingdom. (R) 3.45 KOTV Boxing Weekly. 

4.10 Gillette World Sport. 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Pip Ahoy! 6.10 Pip 
Ahoy! (R) 6.20 Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 
6.25 Milkshake! Bop Box. (R) 6.30 Mr 
Men. (R) 6.40 Peppa Pig. (R) 6.50 Peppa 
Pig. (R) 6.55 Wissper. (R) 7.00 Paw 
Patrol. (R) 7.15 Bob the Builder. (R) 7.25 
Fireman Sam. (R) 7.40 Oily the Little 
White Van. (R) 7.45 Oily the Little White 
Van. (R) 7.50 Paw Patrol. (R) 8.00 Blaze 
and the Monster Machines. (R) 8.30 
Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 8.45 
Wissper. (R) 9.00 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 9.10 Shimmer and Shine. 
(R) 9.35 Little Princess. (R) 9.55 Peppa 
Pig. (R) 10.05 Peppa Pig. (R) 10.10 
Peppa Pig. (R) 10.20 Ben and Holly’s 
Little Kingdom. (R) 10.30 Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 11.05 Animals 
Make You Laugh Out Loud. (R) 11.30 
Police Interceptors: Drugs Bust. (R) 
12.30 Police Interceptors. (R) 1.30 Film: 
Footloose. (1984) Drama, starring Kevin 
Bacon. 3.35 Film: Dirty Dancing. (2017) 
Musical remake of the romantic drama, 
starring Abigail Breslin. 

6.10 Film: Monster-in-Law. (2005) An 
unlucky-in-love woman thinks she 
has finally landed on her feet when 
she meets the man of her dreams. 
However, his meddling mother 
proves to be an overprotective 
nightmare who is adamant the 
would-be bride is Miss Wrong and 
hatches a plan to drive her away. 
Romantic comedy, starring 
Jennifer Lopez, Jane Fonda and 
Michael Vartan. 

8.00 That’s So 1982. A look back at 
1982, featuring news, pop and TV 
archive clips. It was a year that 
saw the Falklands War, the birth of 
Prince William, Channel 4’s launch 
together with the first episode of 
Countdown, and Steven 
Spielberg’s ET: The Extra- 
Terrestrial break box office 
records. It was also the age of new 
romanticism and electropop, while 
tracks such as Come on Eileen, 

Eye of the Tiger and Pass the 
Dutchie stormed the charts. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Big Brother. Daily round-up of 
highlights, revealing how the 
housemates are getting on under 
the all-seeing eye of Big Brother, 
featuring the latest tasks, games, 
arguments, laughs, diary room 
visits and bedroom chit-chat. 
Narrated by Marcus Bentley. 

10.00 Most Shocking Reality Moments. 

(R) 

12.55 Access. 1.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 
Film: Adulthood. (2008) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Secret Knowledge: Nina Simone & 
Me with Laura Mvula 7.30 BBC Cardiff 
Singer of the World 2017 Final 10.00 
Doris Day: Virgin Territory 11.00 Buddy 
Holly: Rave On 12.00 Horizon: Who’s 
Afraid of a Big Black Hole? 1.00 Voyager: 
To the Final Frontier 2.00 The Magic of 
Mushrooms 3.00 Battle for the 
Himalayas: The Fight to Film Everest 4.00 
Close 
ITV2 

12.05 The Voice Kids 1.40 Take Me Out 
Celebrity Special 2.45 Film: Freaky Friday 
(2003) 3.45 FYI Daily 3.50 Film: Freaky 
Friday (2003) 4.50 Film: Despicable Me 
2 (2013) 5.50 FYI Daily 5.55 Film: 
Despicable Me 2 (2013) 6.55 Film: Step 
Up 2: The Streets (2008) 7.55 FYI Daily 
8.00 Film: Step Up 2: The Streets (2008) 
9.00 Love Island 10.00 Love Island: 
Aftersun 11.00 Family Guy 12.30 
American Dad! 1.50 Totally Bonkers 
Guinness World Records 2.15 
Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

12.05 Film: Murder on the Orient 
Express (1974) 1.05 FYI Daily 1.10 Film: 
Murder on the Orient Express (1974) 

2.45 Agatha Christie’s Marple 4.50 
Foyle’s War 6.55 Sunday Night at the 
Palladium 8.00 Paul O’Grady’s Animal 
Orphans 9.00 Joanna Lumley’s Japan 
10.00 Law & Order: UK 12.05 Wire in the 
Blood 3.30 May the Best House Win 5.10 
On the Buses 5.35 ITV3 Nightscreen 
ITV4 

2.45 World Rugby U20 Championship 
Live. 5.30 Pawn Stars 6.30 Live 2017 
FIFA Confederations Cup. Cameroon v 
Chile (Kick-off 7.00pm). 9.20 Film: Hard 
to Kill (1990) 10.20 FYI Daily 10.25 Film: 
Hard to Kill (1990) 11.25 Film: Out for 
Justice (1991) 12.25 FYI Daily 12.30 
Film: Out for Justice (1991) 1.15 BRDC 
Formula 3 Championship Highlights 2.15 
Counting Cars 2.45 ITV4 Nightscreen 
3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.00 The Goldbergs: Father’s Day 1.30 
The Big Bang Theory: Father’s Day 5.50 
Film: Avatar (2009) 9.00 Marvel’s Agents 
of SHIELD 10.00 Film: Kick-Ass 2 (2013) 
12.00 Gogglebox 1.00 The Inbetweeners 

2.10 8 Out of 10 Cats 2.55 Marvel’s 
Agents of SHIELD 3.40 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

11.00 The Frogmen (1951) 1.00 Fast 
Girls (2012) 2.45 Congo (1995) 4.55 Rio 
2 (2014) 6.55 Johnny English Reborn 
(2011) 9.00 Lone Survivor (2013) 11.20 
Man on Fire (2004) 2.10 The Beat 
Beneath My Feet (2015) 4.00 Close 


Do you know someone who needs to learn English? 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Fatal Performance, Channel 5,3.20pm 

An aspiring actress, working as a waitress, is offered 
a lucrative contract to impersonate the wife of a 
businessman during a prestigious reception event in 
their home. However, she soon learns the devious 
truth behind the proposal and what seemed like a 
simple job soon turns into a nightmare scenario. 
Thriller, starring NicholleTom and David Palffy. (2013) 

TUESDAY 

Murder She Baked: A Chocolate Chip Cookie 
Mystery, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Premiere. A small-town Minnesota baker turns 
amateur sleuth when her delivery driver is shot dead 
in the alley behind her shop. Mystery, starring Alison 
Sweeney. (2015) 

WEDNESDAY 

Hit & Run, Channel 5,3.15pm 

After putting a notorious swindler behind bars, a 
lawyer finds herself looking over her shoulder when a 
former cop threatens to blackmail her over the career¬ 
ending skeleton in her closet. Thriller, starring Josie 



Red Heat, Friday, ITV, 10.45pm 


THURSDAY 

The Girl He Met Online, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A woman suffers dangerous mood swings and a fierce 
temper that have ruined all her past relationships. 
When she meets a new man, she resolves to keep 
her dark side in check, but as she comes under 
pressure from her boss and mother, she begins to 
lose control, with fatal consequences. Thriller, starring 
Yvonne Zima and Shawn Roberts. (2014) 

FRIDAY 

Red Heat, ITV, 10.45pm 

A Russian detective travels to America to oversee 
the extradition of a Georgian drug baron responsible 
for supplying cocaine in Moscow. He is teamed up 
with a hostile Chicago cop, but when their prisoner 
kills an officer and escapes, they put aside their 
mutual mistrust to bring him to justice. Action thriller, 
starring Arnold Schwarzenegger, James Belushi, 

Peter Boyle, Laurence Fishburne and Ed O’Ross. 
(1988) 


Reid is on the hunt for one 
final piece of justice 


B lood, gore, violence and 
shattered lives - they’re all 
just in a day’s work for the 
coppers working on Ripper Street. 

Despite being set in the late- 
Victorian era, this drama, which 
returns for its second series this 
week, bears all the hallmarks of 21st 
century television thanks to its near- 
the-knuckle depictions of crimes, 
brutal plots and fast-paced 
approach to storytelling. 

And although those factors are 
enough to make any programme 
compelling, Ripper Street also had 
a superb cast, led by Matthew 
Macfadyen, Jerome Flynn and 
Adam Rothenberg as detectives 
Edmund Reid and Bennet Drake, 
and American medical expert 
Homer Jackson respectively. 

All three return here to play their 
heroic if somewhat flawed 
characters who are trying to keep 
Whitechapel’s streets clean - which, 
it seems, is an impossible job. 

The drama itself has had almost 
as many ups and downs as its 
central characters. The first run 


began airing between Christmas 
and New Year of 2012, with the 
second appearing in 2013. 

And then it all seemed to go 
horribly wrong. The BBC decided 
that, following a slump in the number 
of viewers, they wouldn’t back a third 
series, so it seemed that would be 
end of it. However, following an 
uproar from fans, Amazon’s 
streaming service decided to take up 
the baton and have been behind the 
remaining seasons, with the Beeb 
repeating it later. 

Unfortunately, Ripper Street really 
is coming to an end - the fifth series, 
which begins tonight, has been 
announced as its last. 

So, what can we expect from it? 

Well, as those who saw season 
four will be aware, the three 
musketeers at the heart of the story 
now number only two - Flynn’s 
Drake met his maker thanks to 
cannibalistic killer Nathaniel Dove 
(played with obvious glee by Jonas 
Armstrong). 

The action picks up just days later, 
but doesn’t dwell on our hero’s 


tragic demise for long. Instead, he’s 
given a low-key funeral, complete 
with sobbing wife Rose and a 
harmonically perfect police choir, to 
add a little melancholy atmosphere, 
in case the scene wasn’t already 
downbeat enough. 

Missing from the mourners are 
Drake’s best buddies, Reid and 
Jackson, and Jackson’s wife, Long 
Susan. They’re not too distraught to 
attend - they’re now fugitives, 
hiding out in Whitechapel’s sewers 
after their plan to kill Susan’s evil 
father went horribly wrong. 

Now, rather than being the 
hunters, they are the hunted, and 
Dove’s brother - who happens to be 
the assistant police commissioner - 
is the man charged with bringing 
them to justice. But it won’t be 
enough for him to make arrests - he 
wants to shame Reid, enabling him 
to protect his sociopath sibling in 
the process; it seems that blood 
really is thicker than water. 

Flynn’s absence from the cast will 
be missed, but Macfadyen and 
Rothenberg have the charisma to 
carry the story without him. 



Matthew Macfadyen stars in Ripper Street, Monday, BBC2, 9pm 



MONDAY 

Curious Creatures 
BBC2, 6.30pm 

New series. Kate Humble hosts a panel show that 
tests the wildlife knowledge of teams captained by 
Springwatch presenter Chris Packham and 
zoologist Lucy Cooke across a variety of intriguing 
rounds. Every correct answer wins part of a 
mysterious animal and as the show progresses 
each team builds its very own bespoke beast that 
they must correctly identify the parts of in the 
endgame, while the show is packed with 
breathtaking natural history clips, extraordinary 
animal facts and spirited debate. 

Fearless 
ITV, 9pm 

Released from prison following the retrial, Kevin 
faces a barrage of abuse from the public - with 
even his own son Jason calling him a murderer. 

Only local MP Matthew Wild is able to talk the mob 
down and with no other option, Emma is forced to 
take Kevin to her home for his safety. Meanwhile, 
Heather Myles arrives in England and pays 
Cambridge master Sir Alistair McKinnon a visit to 
get as much information as possible from him about 
Emma. Thriller, starring Helen McCrary, with 
Michael Gambon and Sam Swainsbury. 


TUESDAY 
Hospital 
BBC2, 9pm 

New series. The documentary charting the day-to- 
day realities faced by workers in the NHS returns, 
picking up with staff at St Mary’s Hospital in London 
on March 22nd, the day of the Westminster terror 
attack. St Mary’s is one of the capital’s four Major 
Trauma Centres, and staff are well-versed in Major 
Incident Protocols that come into effect in the 
wake of events such as terrorist activity. 
Arrangements are made to transfer some of the 
hospital’s critically ill patients to a sister site at 
Charring Cross, giving the A&E team more 
scope to help the victims, including teenagers 
Yann and Victor; French students in London on 
school trip. Also admitted is Stephen, who 
needs immediate surgery to save his leg, 
and his wife Cara shares her thoughts on 
the helplessness felt by the families of 
those most gravely injured as a result of 
these incidents. 

WEDNESDAY 
Ackley Bridge 
Channel 4,8pm 

Missy convinces Nas to make a 
play for her teacher, Lila, but Nas 


is served a curve ball when her dad announces that 
he has other plans for her. Confused and emotional, 
Nas appeals to Lila for help, but Lila draws a line 
under their friendship. Missy resolves to show her 
that there are plenty more fish in the sea, though 
Nas does not take to Missy’s expedition to a gay bar 
. and leaves alone early. Meanwhile, a 
I guilt-stricken Mandy ends things with 
\ Sadiq and throws herself back into her 
1 marriage, and Emma discovers that 
[ Samir is engaged. 

THURSDAY 

it and Alfie: Redwater 
BBC1, 8pm 

)s reach a tense conclusion 
matters come to a head in 
the Irish drama. Peter is still 
missing following his row 
with Dermott, so Eileen and 
Roisin set out to find him 
although it seems 
Agnes is worried what 
l-kept secrets he 
nay give up if he is 
found. Padraig offers 
a shoulder to 
cry on for 




granddaughter Adeen, who has been in emotional 
turmoil ever since Lance’s death, Bernie finally 
pieces together the truth about the old man’s 
demise, and Dermott returns to Redwater - where 
Kat finally learns her son’s secret. Last in the series. 


FRIDAY 

Glastonbury 2017 
BBC2, 8pm 

New series. Jo Whiley, Huw Stephens and Clara 
Amfo present coverage of the world renowned 
Glastonbury festival of Contemporary Performing 
Arts in Pilton, Somerset. The team look towards the 
weekend ahead and bring news, highlights and 
performances from the myriad of famous stages on 
the first day of the festival. 


Versailles 
BBC2, 9pm 

Louis XIV learns the names of the nobles who 
purchased the poisons, but a last fatal batch 
reaches the palace, and humiliated Madame de 
Montespan has a plan for it. Facing a flaming death, 
brazen Madame Agathe predicts doom for the King 
and his royal line, while Sophie is torn emotionally 
and traitorous Thomas realises Philippe is only 
acting affectionately to feed him misinformation, 
making their final bedroom tryst a bloody affair. 



Simply Doors Walsall 

Internal & External Door Suppliers & Fitters 


'INTERIOR WHITE GRAINED 
PLASTIC-COATED DOORS” 


'CHOICE OF HANDLES” 

SUPPLIED & FULLY 
FITTED 

From £75 per door 

FREE MEASURE 
& QUOTES 


SOLIDOR.. .RESIDOR.. .DOORSTOP.. . 
COMPOSITE & UPVC DOORS 



Supplied & fitted from £795.00 


PVC EXTERIOR Supplied 


£ 575 - 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 

Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9XX 

01922 623151 or 07810 122133 


Window and Door Repairs 


Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks ■ repaired or replaced • insurance work - NO problem 

Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


www.westmidlandselectricalsuperstore.com Mon^sat 
Email: westmidlandsalesuk@btconnect.com 9.00am - 6.30pm 


mQwmmmm 


CALL 0121505 6108 


Over 25 years experience - COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 


REPLACING YOUR WINDOWS & DOORS 
WILL NOT COST THE EARTH... 

Direct manufacturers of quality ,- 

UPVC Windows, Doors & Patios 


5 WINDOWS FOR £775 

FULLY GLAZED 

E3 n EJ EZ3 G 

i ! 





Choice 
of any 10 
different 
style doors 
from only 
£250 



ID VANCE WINDOW 

systems Ltd 


Tel/Fax: 0121 565 0033 / 07752 921 699 A Rated Windows 

Unit 12A Pope Street, Smethwick B66 2JP 


HENLEY 
’FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Independently Family Owned and Run 
Business Proudly Serving Families 
And The Local Community 
For Over 2 Decades 

Private Family Rooms - Private Chapels of Rest 
Home Visits Available on Request 
Pre Planned Funerals 

CALL FREE ON 0800 05 665 64 
Emily House, Warley Road, Oldbury 











































BRAIN GYM N „434 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


B 

2 

z 

3 

o 
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5 
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6 
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u 
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W 
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12 
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T 

16 

R 

17 

M 

18 

X 
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20 
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G 
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N 
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2 

15 

3 

16 

4 
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5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

8 

21 

N 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

13 

26 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Prohibit string used 
for explosion (4) 

8. Narration by worker 
to bookkeeper (10) 

9. Gaoler is converting 
harem (8) 

10. The others take a 
breather (4) 

12. Confections 
you and I find in 
complete groups 
( 6 ) 

14. Wince as bird eats 
50 (6) 

15. Eager study in 
painting (6) 

17. Convincing 
little man to join 
company.... (6) 

18. ...since it turns to 
wine (4) 

19. It enables one to 
look at a spectacle 
( 8 ) 

21. O.C., not C-i-C? 

No! What a mix-up! 

( 10 ) 

22. No centre for the 
team (4) 


Down 

2. When nurses are off 
duty? (10) 

3. A convict gets up for 
a fete (4) 

4. Musical balance in 
practice? (6) 

5. Defer uprising by 
dandy (3,3) 

6. Jumpy beginning? 

( 8 ) 

7. In haste tell the 
printer to let it stand 
(4) 

11. This part of the 
watch isn’t new (6- 
4) 

13. Look at the bit at the 
lens end (8) 

16. Long, narrow cut 
looks right in fish (6) 

17. Minister goes round 
circle (6) 

18. The bishop needs 
one for promotion 
(4) 

20. Taverns of both 
hemispheres, 
perhaps (4) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 


Across 

Down 

1. Burden (4) 

2. Efface (10) 

8. Circuitous (10) 

3. Pull (4) 

9. Shame (8) 

4. Madness (6) 

10. Salver (4) 

5. Coming (6) 

12. Be treacherous (6) 

6. Recondite (8) 

14. Reliable (6) 

7. Prop (4) 

15. Bondsman (6) 

11. Shrewdness (10) 

17. Make (6) 

13. Curb (8) 

18. Costly (4) 

16. Diminish (6) 

19. Dregs (8) 

17. Club (6) 

21. Urbanity (10) 

18. Gull (4) 

22. Long tooth (4) 

20. The majority (4) 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 Heave; 8 Look out; 

9 Preview; 10 Under; 12 Spirit lamp; 

15 Considered; 18 Short; 19 Enraged; 

21 Cleared; 22 Swede. Down: 1 Shipwrecks; 

2 Babel; 3 Yeti; 4 Flower; 5 Coquette; 6 Cordial; 
11 Rope-ladder; 13 Painters; 14 Annoyed; 

16 Emends; 17 Agree; 20 Rash. 

QUICK - Across: 7 Drama; 8 Plateau; 9 Inverse; 

10 Tired; 12 Entrancing; 15 Inequality; 18 Noose; 

19 Teacher; 21 Consume; 22 Exact. 

Down: 1 Admiration; 2 Halve; 3 Pair; 4 Appear; 

5 Martinet; 6 Refrain; 11 Degenerate; 

13 Nauseous; 14 Rebound; 16 Letter; 17 Cheap; 

20 Anew. 


Quiz 


Niner 


1. By which letters do we remember the Nazi 
‘protective squadron’? 

2. What is the North American name for an 
elk? 

3. What relation was Pliny the Younger to 
Pliny the Elder? 

4. Of which calendar was Thermidor the 
eleventh month? 

5. What is the Poet Laureate’s annual 
stipend? 


6 . 


Which motor-racing team were the first 
winners of the Constructor’s Championship 
in 1958? 

To which family of trees does the avocado 
belong? 

8. What is COBOL? 

9. What do we call the biennial herb 
Petroselinum crispum? 

10. Of which country is Dakar the capital? 


7. 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Hovercraft; 2 Mikhail Gorbachev; 

3 Tess of the D’Urbervilles; 4 Lake Constance; 
5 Antoine; 6 Birthmark; 7 Portugal; 8 Sitar; 

9 Rhinoceros; 10 Anthony Perkins. 

Niner: REPLACING 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

45182 gives a venomous creature, 

97321536 gives a second venomous creature, 

135936 gives a venom. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 



FIXED PRICE 

RECRUITMENT 

PACKAGE 


FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY 
WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 


Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 


Express & Star 



• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 

• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified 
jobs for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily 
basis until you fill the vacancy 

Package Price £399* 

Contact Tracey Thompson 

on 01902 319645 or email 

tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 
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•All prices are subject to VAT 
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aking Stock of this trendy spo 



PEOPLE dress differently on this island,” 
whispers my guide Gabriela, as we drive 
across the bridge from central Stockholm to 
trendy Sodermalm, one of 14 islands making 
up Sweden’s capital. 

Mooching around the funky second-hand shops 
and treasure-filled antique troves of Sofo, I quickly 
understand what she means. Outfits are a bit more 
daring (yet always sophisticated) and hairstyles have 
been coiffured into all sorts of angular cuts. 

But wherever you are in this relaxed, waterside 
city, a ‘go as you like’ attitude prevails. Even the daily 
commute is a breeze on a metro network where more 
than 90 stations are brightly decorated in outlandish 
and abstract designs. Stretching 110km and featuring 
the work of multiple artists, it’s often called ‘the longest 
art gallery in the world’. 

I’m mesmerised by the swirling harlequin ceiling 
of the Kungstradgarden stop, created by artist Ulrik 
Samuelson in 1977 to represent a royal 17th century 
garden. So much so, in fact, I manage to miss several 
trains. But who cares? Unlike so many capital cities, 
there’s no pressure to hurry in Stockholm. After all, 
people like to do things a little bit differently here. . . 

BEST FOR NATURE LOVERS 

Step down a set of rickety wooden steps to board 
the historic ship MS Ostana I, built in 1906. From 
Strandvagen in central Stockholm, you’ll chug along for 
20 minutes before reaching Fjaderholmarna, the first 
small group of islands in Stockholm’s archipelago. 

BEST FOR COCKTAIL AFICIONADOS 

Trendy new urban spaces are popping up in 
downtown central Stockholm, such as the luxurious 
Hotel At Six. Head upstairs past the marble statues for a 
Punch Bowl in the bar. 

BEST FOR CULTURE SEEKERS 

Fotografiska holds 25 exhibitions a year in a beautiful 


art deco building on the waterfront. You’ll definitely feel 
Stockholm’s fashionable vibe if you visit on a bustling 
Saturday morning. 

BEST FORBRUNCHING 

If you have one meal while on Sodermalm, make it 
brunch at Scandi-chic Urban Deli, a nifty combination of 
restaurant and food store. 

BEST FOR SHOPPERS 

On bohemian Sodermalm, you’ll also find the vibrant 
Mosebacke Design District. This collection of edgy 
independent stores is a fascinating mix. 


BEST FOR ARCHITECTURE 

Around 3,000 lucky people call the enchanting district 
Gamla Stan their home. Exploring the city’s Old Town - 
founded in 1252 - feels like being on set for a live-action 
remake of a Disney fairy-tale. 

BEST FOR MUSIC FANS 

It wasn’t always cool to like Abba in Sweden. But head 
to the island of Djurgarden, and that’s a long forgotten 
memory. ABBA - The Museum proudly exhibits 
memorabilia, including the band’s most famous outfits. 

Hone singing skills in karaoke booths and pluck up 


the courage to perform on stage with holograms of 
Agnetha, Anni-Frid, Bjorn and Benny. 

Scan your ticket before singing and your version of 
Dancing Queen will be available online for you to watch 
at home. 

TRAVEL FACTS 

Georgia Humphreys was a guest of easyJet which 
flies from London Luton airport to Stockholm up to 
four times a week, with prices starting from £25.24 per 
person (one-way, including taxes and based on two 
people on the same booking). GEORGIA HUMPHREYS 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return rail travel from Birmingham New Street, Stafford 
and Wolverhampton 


Your Chronicle 

n association with 


CAPITAL BARGAIN 


Break by rail 

Daily* departures throughout 2017 
Overnight stay at the 

3 STAR IBIS EARLS 
COURT HOTEL 

with all-you-can-eat 
English breakfast buffet 

+ 

Return standard class 
rail travel to London 


NO REGIONAL 
SUPPLEMENTS 



2 DAYS, BY RAIL 


e119 


Theatre Ticket Offer 

Add a theatre ticket to your booking for just £49! 

(Value £69.50 - £75 stalls or dress circle) 

Monday - Friday performances only 

Choose from... 42nd Street / An American in Paris / Beautiful (not Fridays) 
Matilda / Motown (not Fridays) / The Lion King (Fridays only) 

The Phantom of the Opera / Wicked 


Quote Code: HHE455 


View product online at 
www.omega-holidays.com/HHE455 


Extra nights 

are available at 




Single room supplement £50pp 
per night. Subject to availability. 
‘This deal will be offered most 
days of the year to December 
2017 (may be a limited number 
of excluded dates). Show 
tickets are subject to availability 
and not all shows are available 
on all dates. 


Fancy an anytime break to shop or sightsee round 
Scotland’s capital? Well here’s a great way to do it 
with rail travel, hotel and full Scottish breakfast, and at 
a bargain price! 

Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at the 3 star Ibis Edinburgh Centre 
South Bridge hotel with full Scottish breakfast 

✓ Free time in Edinburgh 

✓ Return standard class rail travel to London 


2 days, 
by rail from 


£89 


.95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


Art galleries, award-winning museums, buzzing night-life 
and Style Mile shopping, Glasgow is a fantastic place for 
a long weekend, and this great-value Omega break takes 
you there with rail travel and overnight at the 3 star ibis 
Styles Glasgow Centre. 

Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at the 3 star ibis Styles Glasgow Centre 
George Square, Glasgow with full Scottish breakfast 

✓ Free time in Glasgow 

✓ Return standard class rail travel to Glasgow 


2 days, 
by rail from 


£99 


.95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


01902 902165 


OPENING TIMES: M0N-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 


Single room supplement £45pp. Subject to availability. 


Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. 0megaHols @omegaHois omegaHois 


Please note: Stafford is not available as a pick up on Edinburgh City Break or Glasgow City Break. 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Two bedroomed 
bungalow set in 
established gardens 

Surrounded by established and mature gardens, 
133 New Birmingham Road, Oldbury, is a 
detached two bedroomed bungalow in need of 
general updating and decoration. 

Having good sized accommodation, it is for sale 
through Tom Giles at £220,000 with no chain. 

Surrounded by established and mature gardens, 
the opportunity to acquire a detached bungalow in 
need of general updating and decoration but offering 
good sized accommodation. 

In a good position for commuting, it has an 
established and mature tiered garden with footpath 
approach and crazy paved patio to front. 

It has a vestibule to an entrance hall. The front 
sitting room has a brick fireplace with a wooden 
mantle, slate hearth and fitted gas fire. 

The rear sitting room has a brick fireplace with a 
fitted gas fire and side plinths. 

The kitchen has base units and wall cupboards 
with contrasting working surfaces, an inset four plate 
gas hob, eye level wall cupboards with corner gallery 
shelves. There is a larger cupboard and a built-in 
“Electrolux” double oven. 

A side lobby has storage space and space for a 
fridge freezer. There is an archway to a utility with 
space and provisions for a washing machine, storage 
and a door to the rear garden, plus a cloakroom/WC. 

Bedroom one lies to the front and has two double 
wardrobes, a single wardrobe with shelving and a 
dressing table. Bedroom two has a dressing table, 
single wardrobes either side of bed reveal with 
hanging rails and shelves plus eye level storage 
cupboards above bed reveal. 

The bathroom has a coral coloured suite with a low 
flush WC, pedestal wash hand basin and panelled 
bath, a separate shower cubicle in three quarter 
height tiling with a “Mira” shower. 

Outside is a detached garage, a concrete driveway 
in front of the garage with parking for three/four 
vehicles. 

Both the front and rear gardens are landscaped 
and well established. The rear garden includes paved 
patio areas, rockeries containing mature shrubs, 
trees including conifers and herbaceous plants. 

There are also stepping stones, a wild flower garden/ 
vegetable garden enclosed by trellis fencing and 
further paved patio area at the rear. 


OLDBURY £220,000 



loveyourpostcode.com 

The new refreshingly distinctive 
face of modern estate agency 

SAVE THOUSANDS - LOCAL SUCCESS - 0800 862 0870 
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Improved 
house to rent 
is ideal for 
family living 

GREAT WYRLEY 
£625 PCM «< 


An improved and well 
equipped two-bedroomed 
semi-detached house in a 
popular residential area, 34 
Broadmeadow Lane, Great 
Wyrley is available to rent 
through Boot & Son at £625 
per calendar month. 

It has an entrance lobby, an 
entrance hall with an under¬ 
stairs storage cupboard, a 
lounge/dining room with a 
feature fire surround having a 
composite marble hearth and 
inset and an electric fire, 



There is also a re-fitted 
kitchen with a Lamona electric 
built-in oven, Lamona gas 
hob and a stainless steel 
oven hood/extractor. Upstairs 
are two bedrooms (one with 
a built-in wardrobe) and a 
re-fitted bathroom including a 
bath with an electric shower. 
There is also a built-on garage 
and large gardens. These 
incorporate lawns, a paved 
patio and flower borders. To 
the front is a gated paved/ 
gravelled driveway. 

Call 01543 505454. 



Town house now in 
need of some works 

WALSALL 

£ 100,000 


In need of modernisation, this three-bedroomed 
end town house in Hadley Way on the Beechdale 
Estate in Walsall is for sale through L&S Prestige 
Estates at £100,000. 

Its living accommodation briefly comprises of an 
entrance hall, a lounge, a spacious kitchen/diner, 
a laundry room and lean-to with a covered side 
access. 

To the first floor are three well proportioned 
bedrooms and a family bathroom. The property also 
benefits from double glazing and gas central heating 
throughout. 

Outside there are neatly maintained gardens to 
both the front and rear as well as a garage. 

Contact L&S Prestige Estates on 01902 606 595 or 
visit www.prestige-estatesuk.com 


NOW AVAILABLE 


3 BEDROOM HOMES 


Discover the extraordinary difference in our highly sought-after 
3 bedroom Holmewood home at Cedar Walk from only £172,995. 
See our unrivalled specification and imagine the lifestyle you 
can have with the Kier way of living. 


2 and 3 bedroom homes from £134,995 or 
with Help to Buy £107,996* 


WHERE UNRIVALLED LIVING BEGINS 


CEDAR WALK 

Tipton, West Midlands 


DISCOVER • EXPERIENCE • JOIN US 


VIEWING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 
TELEPHONE: 0845 652 0739 T 
EMAIL: cedarwalksales@kier.co.uk 



INKIER 


www.kierliving.co.uk 



CGI of 3 bedroom Holmewood homes at Cedar Walk. Elevations and finishes may vary. *Help to buy available upon request subject to terms and conditions. TCalls cost 2p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 






























Plot 94 - a stylish new home featuring: 


Garage 

and 

parking 


3 spacious 
bedrooms 


A home with 
space to grow 


at Harvills Grange 


■■■m 

‘w 9 

B 

0 

Bathroom, 

Kitchen 

Large 

en-suite & 

with Bosch 

living 

cloakroom 

appliances 

room 


31 



Backed by 
HM Government 



Harvills Grange West Bromwich B70 OEQ 

Call: 01215 148 239 


Open 

Thurs to Sun 10am - 5pm, 
Mon 11am - 5pm 


@lovell_uk II /lovellhomes 

lovellnewhomes.co.uk 


LOVELL 

HOMES 


‘Help to Buy: Equity Loan. Move in with just a 5% deposit and 75% mortgage. Those looking to buy with Help to Buy require a 5% deposit as the government will provide up to 20% of the value of the property in an equity loan, allowing buyers to access mortgages of up to the remaining 75%. The equity loan 
is interest free for the first five years, and can be repaid at any time or when you sell your home. Scheme available on selected properties in England, on homes up to £600,000. Lovell cannot advise you on a mortgage. YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR 
MORTGAGE OR ANY DEBT SECURED ON IT. “Valid on reservations made until 30th June 2017 and must be presented at point of reservation and noted on your reservation form. Offer not applicable to existing reservations, cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer, and may be withdrawn at any time. 
Legal fees contribution paid by allowance made on legal completion, and only available when using Lovell’s recommended IFAs and solicitors. Subject to terms and conditions. Please ask for further details. Information correct at time of going to print. 


JSDL 

auctions 6TH JULY 2017 

Aston Villa Football Ground 

GWOOD Starting at 11:00am 

AU 

CTION 

ovEr 

% | 1 ^TC To include properties on behalf of: 

* * I W Plus properties on behalf of Receivers/Administrators 

| VWlVt^AMTIC* 




60 Daisy Street, Bilston 

3 Bed Semi-Detached House 

Guide: £94,000 - £98,000 


15 Wheatley St., West Bromwich 

3 Bed Mid-Terraced House 

Guide: £49,000 plus 


51 Leamore Lane, Walsall 

3 Bed Mid Terraced House 

Guide: £19,000 - £24,000 


99 Spring Road, Ettingshall 

3 Bed Semi-Detached House 

Guide: £29,000 - £34,000 


89 Aston Road, Willenhall 

3 Bed Semi-Detached House 

Guide: £19,000 - £24,000 



319 Dudley Road, Wolverhampton 

2 Bed End-Terraced House 

Guide: £38,000 - £43,000 


49 Thetford Road, Great Barr 

3 Bed Semi-Detached House 

Guide: £90,000 plus 



58 Marsh Lane, West Bromwich 16 Sabell Road, Smethwick 

3 Bed Semi-Detached House 2 Bed Mid Terraced House 

Guide: £50,000 plus Guide: £40,000 plus 



156 Brantley Road, Witton 

3 Bed Investment Property 
Current Gross Income: £7,200 pa. 

Guide: £30,000 plus 


Vacant Residential Properties, Residential Investments, Vacant Commercial Properties, Commercial Investments, Land/Development Opportunities, Garages & Ground Rents 


V 0121 233 5046 C www.sdlauctions.co.uk y@SDLBigwood 

Please note charges may apply in addition to the purchase price. Any additional fees will be confirmed in the legal pack which can be 
downloaded from our website, inspected at our offices or in the auction room before bidding. For a definition of Guide Price & Reserve Price 
please refer to our catalogue or website. For the Energy Performance Rating of each property please refer to the legal pack, our catalogue or 
website. Please contact our office for further details or advice. 
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Forthcoming Cottons 
Auction 


CNARTIRID SURVIYORS 



@ 0 ) 1 ^ 





Thursday 13th July 2017 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


Considering Selling 
. by Auction? 

Call for your 

' No Obligation 

Appraisal 

Considering 
Buying at 
Auction? 

Call for your 

Catalogue 




Auctioneers 

r • • - r . « 

of Residential and 

Commercial Property, 

Land and Development 

j,- 

Opportunities 

W. r " f T# - • - 


Tel: 0121 247 2233 or email:auctions@cottons.co.uk 

www.cottons.co.uk 


PROPERTY 



Appealing semi is an ideal first time buy 


An ideal first time buy or 
investment property, 23 Anita 
Avenue in Tipton is a modern 
semi-detached house on the 
Tividale Quays development. 

In a convenient and popular 
location, it is for sale through Tom 
Giles at £114,950 with no chain. 

With gas central heating and 
double glazing, it has an entrance 
door to the lounge with a rectangular 


TIPTON 

£114,950 


shaped fireplace with a grey wooden 
insert, a dining kitchen with a built- 
in “Indesit” oven, a four plate gas 
hob and extractor canopy above, 
laminate flooring and access to 
the rear garden. A staircase, with 
storage space beneath, leads up 


from the lounge to the first floor. 

Here are two bedrooms - one with 
wardrobes with mirror sliding doors - 
and a bathroom with a white suite. 

This comprises a wc, pedestal 
wash hand basin and a panelled 
bath with an “Aquatronic” electric 
shower and vinyl flooring. 

The rear garden includes an 
L-shaped decking area. 

Call Tom Giles on 0121 522 6171. 



TOM GILES & Co 


E: general@tomgiles.net www.tomgiles.net 
Oldbury T: 0121 552 6171 




OLDBURY 
PARK AVENUE 


£189,950 


Traditional semi-detached house WARRANTING FULL 
INTERNAL INSPECTION with double glazing, gas central 
heating, solar panels, new guttering and fascias, private 
established rear garden with ornamental fishpond EPC 
Rating D 




OLDBURY 
TITFORD ROAD 


£305,000 


An opportunity to aquire a mixed Residential and 
Commercial premises comprising of detached family 
residence known as ‘Providence Cottage’ together with 
yard, detached stores/offices and a garage workshop. 
Central heating, double glazing. EPC Rating E 




TIVIDALE £229,950 

LOWER CITY ROAD 

A detached property situated in one of the areas most 
sought after locations with potential to extend to side and 
rear subject to Planning and Building Consent. In need of 
some improvement. EPC Rating E 




TIVIDALE 

NEW BIRMINGHAM ROAD 


£220,000 


A detached bungalow in need of general updating and 
decoration but offering good sized accommodation. 
Central heating, double glazing, established gardens 
to front and rear, double garage and off-road parking. 
EPC Rating F 




ROWLEY REGIS 
BLACKBERRY LANE 


£129,950 


The opportunity to acquire an extended end of terraced 
house in need of slight improvement with potential for 
further extension to the side subject to planning approval. 
Central heating, double glazing, side garage/store and 
private rear garden. NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC Rating E 




OLDBURY 
GILES ROAD 


£119,950 


Ideal first time purchase or investment opportunity. 
Terraced house in popular residential location, close to all 
amenities including Langley Green Railway Station and 
Langley High Street. EPC Rating G 




SMETHWICK 
CEMETERY ROAD 


£119,950 


Terraced house situated in a popular and convenient 
residential location - in need of updating and 
improvement. Double glazing and gas central heating 
(where specified) foregarden to front and garden at rear. 
EPC Rating D 




OLDBURY 
EAST AVENUE 


£119,950 


Terraced house in need of general updating offering 
ideal first time purchase or investment opportunity with 
the benefit of central heating, double glazing, garden 
to front, parking at rear and low maintenance garden. 
EPC Rating D 



I TIPTON 
ANITA AVENUE 


£114,950 


B 


Ideal first time purchase or investment opportunity. 
Modern semi-detached house with double glazing 
and gas central heating on popular Tividale Guays 
Development. Internal inspection recommended. NO 
UPWARD CHAIN. EPC Rating D 




OLDBURY 

BIRMINGHAM STREET 


£250,000 


A well established Newsagents Business for sale 
including Freehold Property comprising retail shop 
area, cellar, staircase to first floor with kitchen, W.C. 
and two rooms with further accommodation above 41 
Birmingham Street which has two rooms, vehicle acce 




OLDBURY £5,500 per 

CHURCH STREET annum 

Office suite in Oldbury Town Centre opposite Sandwell 
Council Offices offering excellent transport links 
comprising joint entrance door in conjunction with Tom 
Giles & Co with staircase to first floor, three offices, 
kitchen and toilet. EPC Rating E 




OLDBURY 

BRISTNALL HALL ROAD 


£650 pcm 


Spacious semi-detached house within catchment area 
for sought after infant, junior and senior schools, central 
heating, double glazing, off-road parking, large garden to 
rear. Deposit: £900 EPC Rating E. 




OLDBURY 

AVERY MYERS CLOSE 


£575 pcm 


AVERY MYERS CLOSE B68 8JT £575 pcmFully re¬ 
decorated mid-modern town house central heating, 
double glazing, shallow front garden, enclosed rear 
garden, rear pedestrian access, allocated parking. 
Deposit - £850 EPC Rating C 


Contact us for a 


FREE VALUATION 


T: 0121 552 6171 


team 














































We’ll bring 100’s of carpet samples 
bed and sofa brochures to your door 


Divan Beds 
Singles from 

£92 

Double from 

£142 


Bleach 

Cleanable 

Carpets 

from 

£3.50sq yd 


M&B 

PAINTING & 
DECORATORS 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 




Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 


Fencing 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 


Mini Digger & 
Driver available 


01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www. cressage-group .co.uk 



Prices start 
from £60 a bay 

Includes: 

E Heavy duty rj 
'fence^paner 
1 Gravel board and 


many instore items! 

We will beat your BIG Superstores 


Flooring 




Click on-line for many great prices - www.ablecarpets.co.uk 


Kieron Bromley 
0121 S88 7116 
West Bromwich 
Walsall 
Wednesbury 


Adrian Bromley 
0121 630 3633 
Tipton 
Oldbury 
Smethwick 


Liam Bromley 

01902 880641 

Upper Gornal 
Sedgley 
Wolverhampton 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 


J 




Holt 
Ornamental 
Ironwork 

Gates, Railings, Stairways. 
Garden Balconies, 

07966 526528 



HUNTER BUILD# 

4 Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist * UPVC Windows and Doors 
‘Fascia and Soffits‘Plastering and Tiling 
* Complete House Renovations * Family Ron Business 

For quote 

07752 506695 I 01215567203 


AmwUUjwi 


Quality Timber 
for your 
home & garden 
projects! 

All lengths available 

Oldbury 

Dudley Road 

Oldbury 

Birmingham 

West Midlands 

B69 3DA 

T: 0121 552 7788 

F: 0121 544 7186 

E: birmingham@laver.co.uk 









793 677 
8632841 




Other services: Shed bases, slabbing and garden clearances, 
removal of trees, privet, old sheds and garages 


• ALL AREAS COVER.. 

For a Free quote call 

0121 532 2263 or 07951 536929 


Driveways 




Wayne Tq per / 

AERIALS y** 

. and Bectrics \ 


\ YeiLcom 





fknj rif kcktt 


DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 


Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks • Resurfacing 

5 Yean Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Chccka 


Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



OmF[p(MZs ° WBunggHs • 


Tel: 0121 520 4200 • Mob: 07756 57 80 28 


FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 


TRUSTED FATHER AND SON BUSINESS - BUT DON f T TAKE OUR 
WORD FOR IT CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK REVIEWS 


all work r uj> insured and guaranteed 


10% SEHtOft CITIZEN DISCOUNT 


FREE 0121369 0975 
quotes 0 7 8 77 934 02 7 


J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS £65-SATELLITE£80 
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


Decorating 


Cc our tone 


Interior & exterior pai nting «- 
and decorating 

• Special rates for OAPs 

• 25 years experience 

• Fully insured 

0121 434 5679 07507 070786 


fjtununy 

■rV, 



Kings Court Trading Estate, Sedgley Road East, Tipton DY4 8 XA T: 0121 520 4200 
Unit Q, Toll End Road Ind Estate, Toll End Road, Tipton DY4 OHR M: 07756 578 028 
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Fencing 


Gardening 


Mobile Hairdresser 


Plumbing & Heating 


K 


T&D FENCING 


LOW PRICES! 

HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


OPEN TILL I.OOPM ON SATURDAYS 
SUPPLIERS OF WOOD AND CONCRETE POSTS, 
_ GRAVEL BOARDS, TRELLIS _ 

PLASTIC SLOTTED POSTS AND PLASTIC 
GRAVEL BOARDS AVAILABLE 


FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME A 

fectH UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, r=rJ 
119351 THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK l| 

www.TandDfencing.co.uk - 


2 s 0121-565 4533 


Electricians 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 



Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


MDB Electrical 

( Services 

All Electrical 
Work Undertaken 
To BS7671 -17th 
Edition - Domestic, 
Commercial,Industrial & 
Repairs. Free Estimate 
No Obligation 
No Job To Small 
Call: Mat 07572532097 
Office: 0121 556 4600 
mdbelectricalservicesuk 
@gmail.com 

Emergency Callout Service Available 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 
07766 105131 
Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 


MBfJelectric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality mam 

local service call: ^ - 


Gardening 





TREE & GARDEN 
. SERVICES 


» Trees carefully pruned 
» Specialist in maintenance free gardens 
» Trimming 
» Felling 

* Turfing 

* Pollarding 
» Patios/Slabbing 

* Block-paving specialists 

* Drives 

* Patios 

» Paths Building work undertaken 

* Tarmacing - Red or Black 
Professional quality work at 
competitive prices 
All work undertaken 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 

0121 574 3092 or 07957 368422 


TURF-SUPPLIED & LAID 

• Fencing 

ALL AREAS 
COVERED 

No Job Too Small 

FREE 

r , rl , ESTIMATES 

> Gardens Cleared 




Tel: 0121 
531 6295 
or 

07866 

623841 


J L Garden & Tree Services 

Garden Maintenance & Tree Felling 

« 


■ siM 

sLr/Ji 


Tree Felling 
Garden 
Maintenance 
All Debris Removed 

Call Jason for a 
No Obligation Quote 
Fully Insured 

Tel: 01922 615936 
Mob: 07809 431703 

Visit Website for a FREE call back 
www.jlgardenandtreeservices.co.uk 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped Mungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


T.L.S. Creative Gardening 


• Block Paving • Slabbing • Brickwork 
• Tongue & Groove Sheds • Fencing 
• Turfing • Wrought Iron Gates & Fencing 

For a FREE quote call: 

0121 - 601-8034 
07833 - 312-126 
07906-867776 

www.tlscreativegardens.co.uk 




pats Gardening 
Services 


All Gardening Work Undertaken 

Tree Felling / Pruning 
Garden Management 
Fence Erection 
Rubbish Removal 

No Job Too Small : FREE Quotes 

Phone Pat day or night on... 


TEL: 0795 041 2361 




CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


LOFT SERVICES 

UPVC or Wooden Drop Down 
Loft Hatch with Easiway 
Aluminium Ladder 

£185 fitted 


New or enlarged Loft access 
• LOFT FLOORING 
• LOFT INSULATION 


Call Carl on 

0121 556 1761 
07502 103997 

See our website 
www.westmidlandsloftservices.co.uk 
15 years’ experience 


OB I LE« 
H AI RD RESS E 

Cuts, Colours, Perms etc 

Call Lyndsey 07795 514858 


Property Maintenance 


W.H. SERVICES 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

★ Fitted Kitchens ★ Damp Proofing 
★ Fitted bathrooms ★ Tiling (wall and floor) ★ Flooring 
★ Complete House Renovation 

★ Flat Roofs ★ Plastering 

★ Painting & Decorating 
★ Plumbing / emergencies 

★ Building work 

All work guaranteed 
For a FREE quote call 
Wayne on: 

Tel: 0121 556 5294 Mobile: 07817 727261 




Plumbing 




OUSEHOLD 

L U l\/l BIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

_ All installations and repairs c-est 
Supply and fit or fit only ^ 1994 


TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-602 6776 y 
V*—www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 


Plumbing & Heating 


rr^-. nnra frfTtTig j ^ rrrmTi imTTig j 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 



NATURAL & LPG GAS 
Free Quotation 

07961 140885 


MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


^11 Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 

07852150057 




IJL 



GAS & 

PLUMBING 

SERVICES 


INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 
on all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 


KEN 

BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
undertaken. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 845 
0121 557 5958 




ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich _ 


• Boiler Services 

• Landlord Checks 

• Full Central Heating Systems 

• Boiler Swaps and Conversions 

• Bathroom Installations 

• Power Flushing 

• Gas Appliance Installations 

• All Domestic Plumbing Work 

\ / ^ 



Solutions 


* Diamond accjiedi-ted 




WORCESTER 

tact, Crawl 




OlUNO^llfl 
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SPREAD THE COST OF YOUR NEW HEATING SYSTEM 
0% finance now available!! 

Call NOW for our amazing offers! 

Visit our new showroom: Unit B 15 Anchor Business Park, Dudley DY2 9AF 
Office open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-2pm Saturday 

01384 560856 

_info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk www.gasketsolutions.co.uk 
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Buy Local, Sell Local 


Rubbish Removal 


EST. 

SINCE 1992 


ROB’S 
RUBBISH 

A CHEAP RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

Small Jobs NO PROBLEM 
We load, No Skips, Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, Garage, Fridges, White Goods, 
House Clearances, Furniture 

0121 500 6033 

07938 207122 


Roofing 




Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

<D 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


Tom Corbett Roofin g Services 

Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 

• Slate S. Tile Repairs 
Ridge, Hip S. Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement & Cleaning 




fi 1 


A1 Little Job Man 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

=> Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 


ELITE 1 pEaS.tTcS. 


•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
1 With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07885 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 



Skip Hire 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 


JVIINI/MIDI, 
SKIPS 


(01211 520 3388 
OT721 387990 
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funeral directors 





MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

MOTORISED WHEELCHAIR Reno, 
only used once, £300 ono. Please 
call 01785 602960. 



Leisure 
L Time 


WANTED 
ALL CARAVANS 

Any age or condition 
Also motorhomes wanted. 

TOP PRICES PAID 

Immediate collection. 


CALL THOMAS 
07717 280 996 

www.tscaravansandmotorhomes.co.uk 



We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 


A BEAUTIFUL PARK NR LUDLOW 

35x12 caravans from £10,000.Gym 
Par 3 golf, bowls, why go further? 
www.bcpark.co.uk 01584823433 


BAILEY PAGEANT 
MONARCH SERIES 7 

One owner from new, two 
berth, extras, porch awning, 
motormover, Winter cover, 
documentation, etc. 

£6,000 ono. 

01922 682003. 


24-26 Birmingham Street, 
Oldbury, West Midlands, 

B69 4DS T: 0121 5521170 

359 High Street, West 
Bromwich, West Midlands, 

B70 9QGT: 0121 314 8964 

www.centralengland.coop 


PRE-OWNED CARAVAN with 
decking. Inc all 2017 site fees, full 
12 month season. Payment options 
available (T&Cs). £10,995. Call 
Paul on 07960 944721 for details. 


MUST BE SEEN 


TOURING CARAVAN 

BAILEY RANGER 470/4 

series 5, 2007, 4 berth, end 
shower room / toilet, excellent 
condition, 2 awnings, lots of 
extras, ready to go. 

£5,500 ono. 

07880 657569. 




HALLAM STREET 
METHODIST CHURCH 

West Bromwich 

JUMBLE SALE 
Saturday, June 17,2017. 

at 12 noon. 



KEVIN KAREN DANCE 

Three tickets for live tour, Sym¬ 
phony Hall, Birmingham, June 
18,2017, 3pm. 

£100. 

Telephone 07989 420919. 




self catering ^ 
V holidays I 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 


travel abroad 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 




STOURBRIDGE 
CAR BOOT 

At Stourbridge 
Rugby Club 
Open every Wednesday 
from 24th May 


07957 399964 u 



SPRING FAYRE 
Saturday, June 17, 

11am - 2pm, 

in St Peter’s Church Hall, 
Whitehall Road, 
West Bromwich. 
Bouncy castle etc. 

Admission 20p. 


summer fayre 


SUMMER FAYRE 

Holy Cross Church Hall, 
Stone Cross, 

West Bromwich. 
Saturday, June 17, at 1pm. 
Many, many stalls including 
bottle stall and nearly new. 
Admission 20p 



L Home & 
Services 



FURNITURE NOT SOLD? Donate it 
to Katharine House Hospice. We 
collect for free. Telephone 
Cannock 01543 466885, Stafford 
01785 247630, House clearance 
service 01785 760715. 


GLASS TABLE 

Wrought iron trim, 8 chairs, 
66” x 42”, 2 small matching 
tables, suit conseratory or 
modern dining room. £295. 
CANE SUITE 

Beige with tan cushions.£95. 

0121 358 6350. 





Supply and Fit or DIY 

Credit cards taken • Free quotes 
WS32BQ 

Freephone 0500 506041 or 
01922 712184 


6x5 

Lap Panels 

£1 7 each <inc vat) 

WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 
Freephone 0500 506041 
or 01922 712184 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 
between Private and Trade. 


ASH RECLAMATION 

All reclaimed 
building materials 

UPVC doors and windows 
New and Used 
Gatehouse Trading Est. 
Lichfield Road, Brownhills, 
WS8 6JZ 

01543 453222 
07956 627367 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 


CAR BOOT ITEMS Ornaments, cur¬ 
tains, clocks, small childs bike, etc, 
£50 o.n.o. 0121 520 7749. 



READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 


VINTAGE TOYS 

Starwars, He-Man, Ghost 
Busters, NiniaTurtles, Corgi or 
Dinky. 

All vintage toys considered, 
good prices paid. 

Unleash the cash in your 
loft. 


Call Tony on 07812 903338. 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 



CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 





Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 

Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 

Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 

CLIENT COMPUTERS Certifier 
technician and microsoft partner. 
Repair and maintain laptops and 
pcs. Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi, windows problem etc. 
Laptops available. 0121 556 9481 



DUE TO BEREAVEMENT JVC 

48ins TV. 

£60 must collect. 

01922 616303. 


AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall 
mounts/TV setups. 07850 330251. 



QUALITY DOORS AND HARD¬ 
WOOD FLOORING @ low prices. 
Call Arnold Laver 0121 533 5428. 


RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


V. 


^ building services^ 


appliance repairs 


Jk DAMP 
M PROOFING 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 

All damp problems, roofing, A 
building & plastering work « 

FREE QUOTES 

07538 118034 or 01902 752161 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years exp 

All aspects of building work 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


bathrooms 


BATHROOM 


— 


Over 20 years exp in 
bathroom installations. 
Refurbs/ Plastering 


EMERGENCY CALL OUTS! 




BATHROOM DESIGN. All bath¬ 
rooms fitted, tiling, flooring, com¬ 
plete bathrooms. 07850 382548. 


\ 

aerials 

v ___ 


A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 07900 578897/07801 746853. 


carpentry & > 

joinery _ 


CARPENTRY AND JOINERY 

Kitchens, fitted wardrobes, doors, 
flooring, staircases and refurbs. 
07903 234137 or 0121 4939733. 


" > 

carpet fitters 

V_____ 


A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 


fencing 


PORT WRy 
rcr\jciiMG 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £69 5 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250 / 07866137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am -12noon m ill.U 
83 Portway Rd, W'bury 


CHOOSE 

CLASSIFIED 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 

Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedUds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 

■ HGIiTAi^k 

lERlAUSk 

_ TE 8&CCTV 


AERIALS FITTED FROM £75 




J v/sa| 

B 


Ch»(M 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

CCTV cameras fitted/tv wallmount, 
free quote/any area. 07850 330251 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


CHOOSE 

CLASSIFIED 

slTTTr—' 



“I am extremely 
happy with the 
service I get from 
my Express & Star 
Classified Sales 
Representative 
and I would 
recommend them 
to anyone!” 

Michael - 
Portway Fencing. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


gardening > 
services 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 


All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 
patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 


www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk 



J&B TREE CARE Landscape and 
Jetwashing Services. All Pesticide 
/Fungicide work. Free fixed quotes: 
07786 166856/ 01922 449268. 


gas fitting 


GAS ^ 
SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


\ 

blinds 


MADE-TO-MEASURE 

BLINDS SALE 



MEASURING & FITTING INCLUDED 


BLINDS I CURTAINS I SHUTTERS I CARPETS 



[ 


HILLARYS 


TO BOOK A FREE HOME APPOINTMENT WITH YOUR LOCAL 

advisor call 0800 916 6563 or visit hillarys.co.uk 


*Ts & Cs apply 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, June 15, 2017 
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ClassffiedAds 


01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 
DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 


handyman 
i services 



FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


CHOOSE 

CLASSIFIED 



I average around 1 to 2 
phone calls a day from 
customers as a direct result 
of my Classified Advertising. 
I am very happy with my 
response levels. 

Mr Causer. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


HANDY MAN - Most trades, plumb¬ 
ing, heating, gardening & decorat¬ 
ing. Gutter clean no ladders, free 
quotes. 07850 559315. 

LOCK & CARPENTRY Plumbing, 
Small job specialist. Free quotes 
01902 683100 or 07934 460864. 


house clearances 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 


A1 HOUSE CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 


01922 492007 


ALL ROUND 
CLEARANCE 


Professional family run business 
House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

07794 912844 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


kitchen fitters 


THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 


lock services 


LOCKRITE local father and daugh¬ 
ter locksmiths, lock-outs, broken 
locks, UPVC specialist, 24hr 
service. 01922 780078. 


painters / 
decorators 


C&D DECORATING City & Guilds / 
Wallpapering. Tiling and Flooring. 
Free quotes, call 07973 286288. 


LADY DECORATOR, full house or 
one wall - to customer requirments. 
For a quote call 07522 643706. 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel:01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


plastering 

MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01922 606503 / 07519 694516 

M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 
Services. Home/Garden Improve¬ 
ments.Mark or Sara: 07741 770897 
MINT PLASTERING & rendering 30 
yrs exp. All work guaranteed. 
01922 606503 or 07519 694516. 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 

plumbing & ^ 

v heating 


ALL PLUMBING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. 

Call Will for a free quote 

07521 411108 

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. 
01922 660410 or 07540 950588. 

GAS CENTRAL HEATING Central 
heating and Boiler changes. Gas 
Safe, Free Quotes: 07497826697. 
PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 
No job too small or lame. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 

^ removals ^ 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

KC REMOVALS We beat any quote, 
full or part loads, all areas. Anything 
considered. Call on 07867 862227. 

KT REMOVALS 12 yrs exp. Single 
items to full load removals. Local / 
distance. Call Ric: 07771 727119. 

roofing 

A GRIFFITHS ROOFING & BUILD¬ 
ING Pitched & flat roofs, repairs, 
chimneys, fascias, guttering. 35 yrs 
exp. 07941 907401/01902 865771. 

MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 

^ rubbish removal 


LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 


skip hire 


EURO SKIP HIRE 

We supply Mini, Midi 
and builders skips. 

CALL NOW 
for a FREE quote on: 
01922 615 842 or 
07966 633380 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
( 0121 ) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


60LDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

_0121 557 3346_ 

AAA SKIP HIRE All sizes available, 
competitive prices. Call: 01922 
711411 (option 2) or 07592 940556. 

STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


upholstery 


MR B’S UPHOLSTERY 


RE- UPHOLSTERING OF SOFA'S, 
DINING FURNITURE, CARAVANS, 
CAR RETRIMS AND MORE. 

www.mrbsupholstery.co.uk 


01543500677 07738851601 


BUY 

LOCAL 

SELL 

LOCAL 

01902 317878 

jBf* & 

Classified 


"X 


Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
jurchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


Business & 
Farming 




READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 



commercial 
v premises 


iial ^ 

*I 


UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 



/ 

eU. 


'freephone 


i FOR YOUR PROPERTY 

^ • Reposessions stopped • Legal fees paid 

^ • Houses bought in any condition • Probate Estates Welcome 

CASH PAID WITHIN DAYS! * MortgageS / Loans Cleared 

08001210007 hoSyers 


Friendly, local company here to help you 7 days a week. Est. 10 years. 


[ www.oakwood’homebuyers.coml 



CHOOSE 

CLASSIFIED 


“I am really pleased with 
the response 
I get from my Classified 
Advertising!” 


Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer 


Classified 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Need to sell your 
home fast? 


Purchase Agreed Within 

7 PAYS 


We can help you all circumstances considered 
make a fresh start complete on date to suit 

With solutions to suit... fflEE “ .««*. . 

you can clear your debts FRIENDLY ADVICE. 

and make a fresh start LOCAL COMPANY 

I MARION I PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 


WHY NOT CALL US TODAY 


*Terms and 
Conditions apply 

OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 


JJBJi 


WEST BROMWICH 

Brand New Studios and 
1 Bed Flats available 

NO DEPOSIT 

DSS 35+ Welcome. Move in Immediately 

07967 016425 


J9 


Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65pw* 

*Includes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 


mmao&osLi 

J9accommodation.com 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 


I BUY HOUSES 

• Expired listings • Vacant houses 

• Fire damaged houses • Smelly houses 

• Debt ridden houses • Unwanted houses 
Any place, any area, any condition. If you don’t want it, I do! 

Call Amy: 07511 299 OIO 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


Jobs 


GROUNDWORKERS or company 
required for Local work 
Tel 01384 230222 


MAINTENANCE ENGINEER 

Must have experience in 
Breakdown and General 
Maintenance and some 
electrical knowledge to 
maintain Slitting Machines/ 
Rolling Mills. 

Good Rates of pay for an 
experienced person. 

BIRMINGHAM AREA 

Please apply only with CV to 

sharon.c@staystrip.co.uk 


SKILLED FABRICATOR /WELDER 

jermanent position.Tipton area, 
".all 0121 520 4960. 


ADMIN/RECEPTION/ 
GENERAL OFFICE WORK 
WANTED 

For smart lady, seeks ideally a 
long term permanent role or any 
temporary work. 
Excellent references. Walsall 
and surrounding areas. 
Telephone 07976 888820 
or 01922 635813. 
goodman1921 @hotmail.co.uk 


DENTAL NURSES AND RECEP¬ 
TIONISTS required, GDC regis¬ 
tered Flexible hours F/T, P/T 
available7 days per week (8am - 
11pm) Wage 12K -20 k - nego¬ 
tiable, overtime & bonuses Immedi¬ 
ate starts email CV to 
info@scottarmsdentalpractice.com 


AMP SCAFOLDING 7.5 Tonne scaf- 
fold/Labourer drivers required. Also 
carded scaffolding Gangs Call 
0121 580 0389 


GENTS HAIRDRESSER 

(Barber required) 

Quinton 

Telephone 
0121 422 4104 


EXPERIENCED OPTICAL ASSIS¬ 
TANT required, 2 days pw, mater¬ 
nity cover, good customer service 
and retail knowledge required, to 
‘ " 0121 55f 


start a.s.a.p. Call C 


>59 1054. 


EUROSEAL LTD are looking for 
experienced Rigid Plastic Extrusion 
Setters. 4 Day Week, 12 Hour 
Shifts Days & Nights. Good rates of 
pay. Overtime available. Email CVs 
to: dariusz@euroseal.co.uk 





CITROEN BERLINGO 
MULITSPACE 1.6 DIESEL 

2009, 5 door, 

62,000 miles. 

MoT January 2018, 
red. 

£3,950 ono. 

Telephone 07932 084639. 



LANDROVER DISCOVERY 
TD5 GS 

Silver, 7 seats, 52 Reg., good 
condition for age, 122,000 
miles, 12 months MoT, tow bar. 

£2,300 o.n.o. 

07984 207513. 


GEE 


PEUGEOT 207 S 

1600, 90bhp diesel, 08 plate, 
3dr hatchback, 90,000 miles, 
AC, EW, EM, reverse sensors, 
12 months MoT, £30 tax, very 
economical, excellent condition 
inside and out. 

£1,600. o.n.o. 

07833 753305/01543 360648. 



FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY 
WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 

Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 

• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified 
jobs for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily 
basis until you fill the vacancy 

Package Price £399* 

Contact Tracey Thompson 
on 01902 319645 or email 
tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 



*All prices are subject to VAT 
















































































































































RENAULT SCENIC 
PRIVILEGE 


2007, 73,000 miles, gold, half 
leather, ABS, electric windows, 
electric mirrors, air con, FSH, 
alarm, MoT Beautiful condition. 

£1,495 ono. 

01902 897680. 



VWP0L01.2S 


3dr, 2006, 12 months MoT, no 
advisories, 88,000 miles, fsh, 
air con, alloys, radio/cd, two 
lady owners, good condition, 

£1,795. 

07977 939497, 


EH 1 '* 



VW POLO 


57 plate, 74,000 miles, silver, 
electric windows, alarm, central 
locking, alloys, CD, new 
battery, garage, careful lady 
owner, excellent condition. 

£1,895. 

07501 223569. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver- 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


BARGAIN 


ALFA ROMEO 156 

X reg, 62,000 miles, 
one owner, 
excellent runner 

£495 ono. 
Hednesofrd 
01543 428110. 


BARGAIN 


BMW 316SE SALOON 

2002 

MoT till December 2017, fully 
serviced every year. 

£850 ono. 

07968 869996 or 

01785 840714. 


BARGAIN 


FORD FOCUS 1.6 ZETEC 

2002, 5dr, 
hatchback, 
full MoT, 

one owner from new, 
90k. 

£495 o.n.o. 

07970 346838. 



FORD FOCUS ZETEC 


Light blue, 55 plate, MoT 
September, CL, alloys, EW, 
103,000 miles, 

Very good condition. 

£1,150 ono. 

07930 552811. 


MUST BE SEEN 


FORD PUMA 1.7 PETROL 

2001 reg. 

One owner only. 

30,000 miles. 

Black. ABS. E/W. 

Air bag. E/M. Air Con. 
FSH. 9 months MoT. 
£500. 

01384 850628. 


ClassIfiedAds 


MUST BE SEEN 


PEUGEOT 407 SW 2.0 HDi 

57 plate, 

MoT November 2017, 
top spec, silver, 

Two owners from new 
very clean and tidy motor. 
Sale due to new car 
£1,200 ono 
07725 486316. 



MORRIS MINOR PICK-UP 


1970, 

wooden backed, 
Brooklands green, 
full MoT, 

very good condition. 

£4,000 o.n.o. 
Genuine interest please. 
07533171804. 
Penkridge. 



HONDA FIREBLADE RRY, Street 
Fighter Style, Renthals, long MoT, 
lowered, £1,500 ono. 

07973 763044. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 



CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 




JOAN HIPKISS 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the above named, 
late of 12 Bright Road, Oldbury, West 
Midlands, who died on 19/05/2016, are 
required to send written particulars thereof 
to the undersigned on or before 08/08/2017 
after which date the Estate will be distributed 
having regard only to the claims and 
interests of which they have had notice. 
Nicholls Brimble Solicitors, 

409 Bearwood Road, Bearwood, 
Smethwick, West Midlands B66 4DJ. 

Ref: YF/H ipkiss/0165 


HUBERT HAMILTON FORBES (also 
known as HUBERT FORBES and 
HUBERT HAMILTON) (Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the 
Estate of the aforementioned deceased, late of 
86 Lodge Road West Bromwich West Midlands 
B70 8PL, who died on 02/08/2015, are required 
to send particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned Solicitors on or before 18/08/2017, 
after which date the Estate will be distributed 
having regard only to claims and interests of 
which they have had notice. 

ADCOCKS SOLICITORS LIMITED 

27 Lombard Street Lichfield 

Staffordshire WS13 6DP T503191 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
NAME CHANGE 

I Piaro of Solly 
Grove Tipton, West 
Midlands, UK will 
now be known as 
Mrs Piaro Kaur Ubhi, 
Dated June 2017. 


RAJINDER KAUR AUJLA 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the 
Estate of the aforementioned deceased, late 
of 15 Thynne Street West Bromwich West 
Midlands B70 6PH, who died on 12/05/2017, 
are required to send particulars thereof in 
writing to the undersigned Solicitors on or 
before 18/08/2017, after which date the Estate 
will be distributed having regard only to claims 
and interests of which they have had notice. 
ADCOCKS SOLICITORS LIMITED 
27 Lombard Street Lichfield 
Staffordshire WS13 6DP T503742 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (St Vincent’s Crescent, West Bromwich) 
(Temporary Road Closure) Order 2017 intends to temporarily prohibit vehicles from 
proceeding along St Vincent’s Crescent, West Bromwich between Poultney Street and Dial 
Lane. Traffic will be diverted via Poultney Street, Dial Lane and vice-versa. The maximum 
duration is 18 months, but the work necessitating a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order is 
expected to be completed by 21/07/17, effective from 26/06/17. Purpose - installation of 
foul and storm water connections by L Healy Ltd for Lovell Homes. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Woods Lane, Cradley Heath) (Temporary Road 
Closure No.2) Order 2017, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding 
along Woods Lane, Cradley Heath at the point of its junction with Forge Lane. The 
maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 11/07/17 
effective from 03/07/17. Traffic will be diverted via Cradley Road, Chester Road and 
vice-versa. Purpose - reinforcement works to electricity cables by Western Power 
Distribution. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Knotsall Lane, Oldbury) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2017, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding 
along Knotsall Lane, Oldbury between Bristnall Hall Road and the southern bounday 
of 18 Knotsall Lane. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be 
completed by 21/07/17 effective from 17/07/17. Traffic will be diverted via Moat Road, 
Bristnall Hall Road and vice-versa. Purpose - new electricity connection by Western 
Power Distribution. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Southwell Walk, West Bromwich) (Temporary 
Road Closure) Order 2017, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding 
along Southwell Walk, West Bromwich between Charity Bick Way and Lyng Lane. The 
maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 08/08/17 
effective from 07/08/17. Traffic will be diverted via Lyng Lane, Lyttleton Street, Charity 
Bick Way and vice-versa. Purpose - installation of new duct by Comex 2000 for Virgin 
Media. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Vicarage Road, Smethwick) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2017, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from proceeding 
along Vicarage Road, Smethwick between Church Hill Street and the eastern bounday of 
41 Vicarage Road. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be 
completed by 08/09/17 effective from 07/08/17. Traffic will be diverted via Green Street, 
South Road, Church Hill Street and vice-versa. Purpose - gas mains renewal scheme by 
Cadent Gas Ltd. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Planning 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2015 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

This is a major application. 


DC/17/60487 Pearson Adams Former Regis Lodge Proposed conversion and 

Developments Ltd 50 George Avenue extension to create 43 no. 1 & 2 



Rowley Regis 

B65 9BD 

bed apartments, associated 
parking, landscaping and 
railings to boundary. 

This is a major application. 

DC/17/60538 MrAvtarSehmi 

Land Off 

Proposed residential 

Lordswood 

Beauty Bank 

development comprising of 6 

Construction 

Cradley Heath 

No. 2 bed flats and 4 No. 1 bed 
flats with parking facilities and 
associated works. 


Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, Freeth 
Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE (between 8.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Wednesday and 8.00a.m. to 5p.m. Friday) 
or via the Council’s Public Access website (www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

MR NICK BUBALO, Director - Regeneration and Planning 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 
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MEET SEXY Local Women.Genuine 
adult contacts, fast & discreet,direct 
no’s: 0330 0226244-07008 026348 


★ ★★ 

OVER 60’s NICE LADY 

Would like to meet similar for 
holidays, short breaks, 
friendship, coffee and a chat. 

All replies answered. 
Please reply, would love to hear 
from you. 

Box Number P20829, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



BURIAL PLOT 
FOR SALE 


Hall Green Cemetery, 
Bradley. 

Church of England section. 

Contact 01902 490809 for 
further details. 




TIPTON YOUTH MJPL 
UNDER 16S, 

2017-2018 Season 
(School Years 10/11) 
Tipton Youth FC is currently the 
Largest Youth Football Club 
organisation within the 
Borough of Sandwell having 
Junior and Youth teams with 
ages 7 to our senior squad. 

We are a recognised FA 
Charter Standard Club having 
ex WBA and Dutch 
International 

Richard Sneekes as our Club 
Ambassador who also 
provides coaching sessions 
along with our Coaches and 
Team Managers who are 
CRB registered holding FA 
qualifications up to UEFA 
B Level. 

We provide an excellent 1st 
Class 3G modern Training and 
Match Day Playing venue 
with facilities supported by our 
Partners The RSA Academy 
and Tipton Sports Academy for 
post our match hospitality. 

We are seeking to strengthen 
our current Saturday MJPL 
under 16s Squad by recruiting 
Talented & Committed players 
to join us for our 2017 -18 
season. 

Throughout June, July and 
August we are offering an 
open invitation to players who 
feel they have the ability, 
commitment and dedication to 
come and join us during our 
training sessions and show us 
what you have to offer. 

To Register your attendance 
and gain further information 
please contact us on the details 
below. 

Spencer Weston - 
Under 16s Team Manager & 
Coach-0777 388 6117 
Matt Thompson - Under 16s 
Coach - 07870164 001 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


Express 4 Star 


DATING 


Here’s how to use your dating service ., 


your advert call: 

0844 381 5936 


your ad by text 

xt followed by your first name, date 
area and your advert (max 155 characters) 
to FREE Standard Network rates apply. 

YOU can now Date ONLINE or via your mobile just visit: 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


1 To Reply to members 
call: 


0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 



0906 500 3957 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit.. http://datmg.expressandstar.COm 


Single Women 



BROWN eyed Brummie female 66, 
smoker, likes music, cinema, the¬ 
atre, meals out WLTM male, 67-74, 

for LTR. Text only. Mailbox: 
5877942 0 

CARMEL, open minded naughty 
lady seeks a broad minded strict man 
to unleash her wilder side. Age/looks 
unimportant but no time wasters 
please. Tel: 0906 515 3043 Box 
426851 

LADY, early 70s, single, softly 
rounded, loving, lively, educated, 
long red hair, artist, seeks tall, ten¬ 
der male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 427399 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well educated 
brunette seeks no strings mutual 
pleasure with gent 40+ Must be 
discreet, married or single. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3003 Box 419673 
CAROL, brown eyes, brown hair, 
5ft3, full time care assistant, own 
place, likes gardening, TV, WLTM 
somebody similar who has a car to 
take me for days out and meals out, 
hopefully leading to LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 427383 0 
JANE, young 41, very broadminded 
seeks chap any age for discreet no 
strings fun, any age, no time wasters 
ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515 3011 Box: 
409715 

SALLY 37, blue-eyed blonde, who 
loves life, music, letting my hair 
down, looking for similar flirty guy for 
enjoy TLC and life. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 427461 0 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but 
bored, seeks discreet adult fun, any 
area, all calls answered. Tel: 0906 
515 3019 Box: 413399 
CHRISTINA 38 very pretty petite 
trainee nurse looking for N/S male 
companionship to enjoy 
meals/drinks out, leading to more 
maybe. Age/looks and status unim¬ 
portant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 427421 || 

EMILY, mature well educated lady, 
blonde and smart and broadminded 
seeks gent any age for no strings 
fun. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3023 Box 
421375 

SHARON medium built lovely, 
33yrs, pale complexion, nice eyes, 
feminine, outgoing, confident, 
enjoys varied interests, WLTM all 
round nice guy for adult relationship. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427275 0 

TAMIKA, mature black beauty, 
hourglass figure and open minded. 
Pis call if you are discreet, broad 
minded and nice. I can travel and 
accommodate. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3007 Box 422365 

SUMMER is coming and I don't want 
to be single! Carole 34, attractive, 
sensitive, fit. Call me, you wont be 
disappointed. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 427271 0 
SAMANTHA, 35yrs, attractive 
brunette with own business, seeks 
adventurous gent for casual 
relationship. Tel: 0906 515 3035 Box 
425979 

OLIVIA, very mature but young at 
heart lady seeks nice gent for win¬ 
ing, dining more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 427303 0 
SHARON medium built lovely, 
33yrs, pale complexion, nice eyes, 
feminine, outgoing, confident, 
enjoys varied interests, WLTM all 
round nice guy for adult relationship, 
crossover Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 427275 0 
JASMINE, 34yrs, non smoking first 
time dater! Easy going, attractive and 
hard working. Due to work 
commitments I’m looking for a no 
strings companion any age. Looks 
unimportant must have GSOH. Tel: 
0906 515 3015 Box 426201 
JULIE, 54yrs, loves life, honest, 
caring open minded and can be dis¬ 
creet when needed. ACA. Tel No: 


HARRIETT 42yrs, blue eyed 
brunette with long lets and decent 
curves! Looking for a cheeky 
adventurous man for fun only. I live 
alone so can accommodate and can 
travel. Discretion assured. ACA. Give 
me a try. Tel: 0906 515 3031 Box 
426205 

TALL slim lady 61yrs and of Irish 
origins. GSOH, likes travel, open 
minded and kind. Hoping to meet 
similar minded gent of any age. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427307 0 

EMILY, kind caring lady, recently 
widowed and lonely. I am 57yrs old 
and hoping to chat with a nice chap 
60+. Please text me. Text Only. 
Mailbox 4164240 0 
TOKKIA, Nigerian lady, very attrac¬ 
tive with attractive, caring and kind. 
I’m a good cook and would love to 
find a nice man to spoil and pamper. 
I am late 50s but look young and fit. 
Seeking gent 58+. Text Only. 
Mailbox 4025379 0 
CALLING all Muslim men. I’m 
Margaret 41yrs. I can accommo¬ 
date and travel, daytime fun. I’m dis¬ 
creet. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 427311 0 

MANDY, 64yrs but still fit and sexy. 
Hoping to meet younger local lad for 
good daytime fun. Chats and texts 
any time. Text Only. Box: 4050784 
0 

PAT, 72yrs, attractive blue-eyed 
lady, good for her age! Varied inter¬ 
ests. Looking for gentleman com¬ 
panion. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 427313 0 
PAULINE, 59yrs, nurse who loves 
her uniform! I’m married but work 
odd hours so can meet easily. ACA 
Text Only. Box: 4110283 0 
TRACY, 68yrs, recently retired and 
has time on her hands. Would love 
to meet a much much much younger 
chap for carefree times. Text Only. 
Box:4006039 0 

JOAN, black lady young looking 
50yrs, loves life. Call to hear more 
and perhaps meet up. ACA Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 427317 0 
ELAINE, 54yrs attractive brunette 
lady, originally from Scotland, petite 
and shy. WLTM sensitive male. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427319 0 

SASHA 44yrs feminine attractive 
lady, loves nights out, cosy nights at 
home. Call me if you are interested 

in me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 427335 0 

SIMONE, attractive lady seeking 
genuine man, I’m in my 60s but 
young looking. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 427337 0 
MARGARET, late 60s widow who 
looks much younger! Blue eyed 
blonde, varied interests, solvent. 
WLTM n/s gent who is down to 
earth. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 427339 0 
SANDRA but call me Sandy. I’m 
67yrs young petite dark haired 
smart lady with curves. Hoping to 
meet a gent who is kind with GSOH 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427341 0 

SUSAN, 72yrs, divorcee, tall, slim 
and attractive. Seeking gent for 
lunches, friendship, leading to more. 
I’m solvent with my own home. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427343 0 

JANINE, 40, petite cute female who 
loves meals in/out, romantic strolls, 
WLTM interesting appreciative, 
independent man for LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 427237 0 
JEANETTE, blonde blue eyed 
attractive active nurse who really 
cares about people, WLTM some¬ 
one genuine and honest to fall in 
love with. Any age/looks. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 427191 0 
ALISON 37, animal loving female 
who enjoys a quiet life, cooking, 
seeks older male 40-60yrs to enjoy 
meals out and cosy nights in. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427101 0 


CAROL 36, looking for older experi¬ 
enced gent 50-70yrs for fun times 
only, discretion assured and expect¬ 
ed. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427075 0 

JOY happily married, bi curious, 
blonde hair, blue eyes, big boobs, 
seeks someone to join in a bit of 
bedroom fun! Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 426845 
HELLO, my name is Pia, I am a very 
petite, kind and respectful Asian girl, 
hoping to meet an older white man. 
I’m 23yrs old and have just moved 
her. Text Only. Box: 4177099 0 
ANNE blonde hair, blue eyes, seeks 
males for no strings adult fun! Call 
and leave a number for me. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 426843 
CHRIS, 40, blue eyed blonde single 
female, lots of interests, loves travel, 
beach, nights in/out, looking for 
mature sincere gent for possible 
LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:426823 0 

TRISH, 44, tall slim, good looking, 
GSOH, professional, solvent, 
OHAC, affectionate and loves TLC, 
WLTM male who also likes to be in a 
loving relationship, 39-50yrs. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427021 0 

JANET tall beautiful brunette, slim 
12, separated, enjoys life, no hang¬ 
ups, wanting quality time, friendship 
and possible romance with similar 
guy. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 426807 0 

FEMALE Doctor, 60, Asian, 
divorced, youthful and broad mind¬ 
ed, likes eating out, holidays, keep 
fit and meditation. Very busy but text 
to find out more. Text only Mailbox: 
5840579 0 

Single Men 

JIM, 5ft9, N/S, retired, enjoys holi¬ 
days abroad and at home, week¬ 
ends away, days out, meals out, 
looking to meet a female who enjoys 
similar interests, for long lasting 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 427305 

HELLO! A friend with benefits, that’s 
how I would describe myself. Mature 
Birmingham male, would like to be 
exactly that to an attractive lady. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427327 

JOHN very young 69, seeking 
mature discreet lady, 40 to 70, for 
discreet fun. Text only. Mailbox: 
5846609 0 

YOUNG 59 male, separated, look¬ 
ing for lady aged 45 to 60 for adult 
fun and maybe relationship. Text 
only. Mailbox: 5863873 0 
NICE old-fashioned gent, seeks 
kind, caring romantic lady for LTR. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416905 

PROFESSIONAL male, 42, been 
hurt in the past, looking for someone 
special, 30-42, ACA, single mums 
are welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 427135 0 
ADVENTUROUS 36 year old, slim, 
dark hair, has many interests, seeks 
female for friendship, maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
417235 0 

MALE 40 looking for sexy adventur¬ 
ous lady for some mad Summer 
time partying at my barn conversion 
with hot tub and countryside. Text 
only. Mailbox: 5850530 0 
GEOFF 46, 5ft lOin, slim build, 
brown hair, blue eyes, N/S, honest, 
caring, likes cinema, walking, look¬ 
ing for female, 35-52, for relation¬ 
ship. Text only. Mailbox: 
4172607 0 

MALE 73, GSOH, looking for a lady 
any age. I like driving, days out, 
country walks and possible holi¬ 
days. Text only. Mailbox: 
5847956 0 

PHIL, 60, 5ft10, slim build, from 
Wolvs, OHOC, looking for a female, 
18-55, for friendship maybe more. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427121 0 


IAN, 5ft6, looking for somebody, I8¬ 
60, for general good fun times, days 
out, nights out, meals, sightseeing 
and visiting various parts of the 
country. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 426437 0 

MALE, 60, looking for a lady, 49-60, 
to take on my bike/car for days 
out/meals, to strike up a friendship. 
Text only. Mailbox: 5838916 0 
STU, 42, medium build, 6ft, WLTM a 
woman, 25-45, for fun, friendship, 
maybe more. Looks unimportant. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
426877 

STUART ex PE Teacher looking for 
lady to share good times with. Have 
GSOH, love days out and weekends 
away, eating out, walking, shopping. 

Text only. Mailbox: 5833328 0 


MALE, 50s, slim, OHAC, from 
Wolverhampton, looking for a fun 
lady for a no-strings relationship. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420265 

YOUNG looking 63 year old male, 
GSOH, friendly, considerate, attrac¬ 
tive, looking for a naughty female, 
any age/status, for adult fun and 
friendship. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425243 0 
32 year old male looking for a nice 
lady for fun, maybe more. Text only. 
Mailbox: 5831443 0 
GENT 48, youthful outlook, likes 
countryside, keep fit, karaoke, 
seeks soul mate for fun times. N 
Shropshire. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 408411 

GENUINE 56yr old male, divorced, 
OHAC, looking for nice lady for 
friendship, maybe more. 
Wolverhampton. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417601 
YOUNG 60 West Midlands male, 5ft 
8ins, grey hair, slim to medium build, 
sexy Scorpio, GSOH, broadminded, 
seeking an honest sexy lady for 
LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:426621 

MALE N/S, honest, GSOH, car 
owner, seeks female, 55-70 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 416817 
CARING male, 63, N/S, GSOH, 
genuine likes music, travel, meals 
out, casual drink, seeks female, 50- 
70 for friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 416997 
EASYGOING male, 63, genuine, 
N/S seeks female 50-70 for friend¬ 
ship and romance. Looks unimpor¬ 
tant. Likes occasional drink, eating 
in/out, cinema and driving. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 418893 
SINGLE male, n/s, likes music, 
films, driving, nights in, dining out, 
trips, WLTM lady, 50-70, looks unim¬ 
portant, for friendship and relation¬ 
ship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 424927 0 

GENTLEMAN wishes to meet nice 
lady 45-60, West Midlands area. My 
interests are meals out, daytrips, 
music and reading. Text only. 
Mailbox: 5817771 0 
GENUINE Stoke male 50s, friendly 

and easygoing, enjoys weekends 
away, seeks slim attractive female 
35 to 50 for friendship. Text only. 
Mailbox: 5817202 0 
MARK, single, 6ft, blue eyes, dark 
hair, lots of interests, sport, music, 
cinema, long walks, eating out, look¬ 
ing to meet that special lady. If that 
sounds like you please get in touch! 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
426461 0 

SLIM male, blue eyes, dark hair, 
seeking that special lady. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 415697 
I enjoy the great outdoors with the 
dog, 36 years old, mature with a car¬ 
ing nature looking for a female age 
28-48 for friendship, possible rela¬ 
tionship. Text only. Mailbox: 
5803493 0 

CARING male, 6ft, blue eyes, slim, 
dark hair, honest, loving, down to 
earth, likes sport, music, cinema, 
meals out, seeking special lady. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
409803 

MALE 45 6ft, blue eyes, dark hair, 
slim, likes sports, cinema, meals 
out, seeking loving, caring female to 
share life with. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 406737 



0906 500 3955 Box No: 427309 0 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone com¬ 
pany’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text 
DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 
80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where 
phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and 
do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL 
SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving 
these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, RH16 3EG, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide 
and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for 
regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app, your ad may also appear on our dating app. wc. 05/06/17 
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ROAD TEST 


38 MOTORING 


Well-built and with an air of quality 



By John Griffiths 

It seems that the compact SUV is king of 
the road these days: at least in terms of 
numbers. 

It’s the fastest growing (by far) segment of 
the new car market, largely at the expense of 
more traditional saloons and hatchbacks. 

People like them, and it’s not hard to see 
why: they’re taller for better visibility and 
access/egress, practicality and classless 
style. It doesn’t matter that the vast majority 
aren’t all-wheel drive, as even owners of 
bigger, much more expensive traditional 4x4s 
rarely venture into the rough stuff. 

It must be a bit frustrating for Honda which 
was among the first in this field nearly 20 
years ago with the original HR-V: it wasn’t the 
best-looking car, rather like a small estate with 
jacked-up suspension but it was relatively 
cheap, with a small but economical engine 
and plenty of room for a family and luggage. 

It was also one of the first of its breed with 
suspension designed more for on-road 
comfort, rather than the lumpy ride of an off- 
roader. It may have contributed to changing 
tastes but it was perhaps before its time. 

Now the HR-V is back, throughly 
modernised and restyled but with a whole lot 
more competition in the field - virtually every 
manufacturer has at least one in its fleet. 
Honda is still selling the larger, more powerful 
CR-V which - unlike the HR-V - has have a 
four wheel drive option. 

As you’d expect from Honda, the latest 
HR-V is a well-built car, with a air of quality, 
which makes it well worth a look if you’re in 
the market for an SUV. It’s a bit Tardis-like, 
too, having more interior space than the top- 
seller in the ector, the Nissan Qashqai, with 
generous head and leg front both front and 


back and a family-sized 470 litre boot - rising 
to 1,533 litres with the rear seats folded down. 

Another bonus is Honda’s ‘Magic Seats’ 
system. Not only do the rear seats split 60/40 
and fold down flat, you can also raise the 
bases to the upright position (like a cinema 
seat) to create a wide, tall space for carrying 
things such as bicycles. The front passenger 
seat also folds flat, guaranteeing plenty of 
flexibility as a koad carrier. 

The test car was a flagship model, the 
EX with Honda’s 1.6 litre diesel engine and 
six-speed manual gearbox: there’s no auto 
option, except with the 1.5 litre petrol version. 

Petrol versus diesel is always a personal 
issue, depending on your motoring demands, 
and is somewhat more complicated these 
days with political factors which may or may 
not affected diesel users. 

The diesel versions are more expensive, 
model for model, but offer better 
performance, significantly better fuel 
consumption and lower C02 emissions. 

Official figures for the £26,055 test car are 0 
to 62mph in 10.5 seconds, 68.9mpg and a low 
108g/km C02 rating. 

Of course, the official economy test figures 
are virtually unobtainable in real world driving, 
but the HR-Vs average of between 55 and 
59mpg during my test are impressive enough 
for a family motor. 

The cheapest HR-V is the S model with 
130PS, 1.5 litre petrol engine, at £18,495. 

The 1.6 diesel, first seen in the previous 
Civic, has 120PS of power but almost double 
the torque at 300Nm. Turbocharging endows 
it with plenty of pulling power from low revs, 
great flexibility and quiet, refined cruising with 
low engine speeds even on the motorway. 

The high seating position and cabin roof 
provide for excellent visibility, and with plenty 


of seat and steering wheel adjustment most 
drivers will find the optimum position. 

Its made-for-the-road suspension (as 
opposed to the off-road sort) means accurate 
steering, an ability not to ‘float’ over poor 
surfaces and a relaxed, confidence-inspiring 
ride. 

The EX’s interior has a quality feel, as befits 
a range-topping model, with a thoroughly 
modern dash and plenty of driver and comfort 
aids. Exclusive equipment includes leather 
upholstery, a panoramic sunroof, rear view 


camera, rear privacy glass, and roof rails. It 
also came with a Satnav system operated 
through the central touchscreen controller 
(which also operates the audio), alloy wheels, 
parking sensors, dual zone climate control, 
automatic headlamps and wipers, electric 
folding mirrors, cruise control and speed 
limiter, and the Honda ‘Connect’ infotainment 
system with handsfree phone operation. 

Driver assistance systems include City 
Brake and traffic sign recognition, which 
works in conjunction with the speed limiter to 


keep you on the right side of the law. All HR-Vs 
come with eight airbags, ABS, an electronic 
stability programme, tyre pressure warning 
and hill start assist. 

The HR-V isn’t as price-competitive as 
some of its rivals, but if you look at factors 
such as the long warranty, high equipment 
levels, interior space and, of course, Honda’s 
reputation for reliability and it scores highly. 
Plus, with the diesel in particular, economy 
and low C02 levels should earn it a place on 
many a business fleet list. 
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Peter Holmes MBE, chairman of the Advisory Council with Hall of Fame member Roger Eillis, deputy Mayoress 
Elaine Hadley-Howells and deputy Mayor Phil Page 


Steve Holmes from Penn Golf Club, Geoff Hopkinson of Wolverhampton Cricket Club, Sean Spinks, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Hockey Club, Sue Myers from Wolverhampton Ladies Hockey Club and Ghazi Zaki from Penn Cricket Club 



Denise Frankham, Graham Hodson and Paul Loyd from Bilston Town 



Gary Haynes, Helen Lower, Richard Attwood and Greg Silvester 


Shining a light on night 
of sporting achievement 


WOLVERHAMPTON’S sporting achieve¬ 
ments shone bright on a night of cele¬ 
bration in the city. 

The Diamond Banqueting Suite in Skinner 
Street was the venue as Wolverhampton Sports 
Advisory Council marked its 50th anniversary. 

Founded in 1967, the body has supported and pro¬ 
moted the city’s sportsmen, women and clubs. 

As well as introducing the first sports centres in the 
city, a Hall of Fame has been created to honour sport¬ 
ing greats who have competed on, and conquered, the 
world stage. 

An annual awards night also honours the grass¬ 
roots heroes who put countless hours in helping coach 
and inspire the stars of tomorrow. 

More than 240 people from the world of karate to 
football were there to share in the celebration along 
with the deputy mayor Phil Page and deputy mayor¬ 
ess Elaine Hadley-Howells. 

Hall of Fame members Alan Meddings (athletics), 
Richard Attwood (motor racing), Roger Ellis (cycle 
speedway), Jerome Atkinson (karate) and Helen 
Lower (table tennis) were in attendance along with 
Special Olympians Greg Sylvester and Gary Haynes. 

In addition, six of the city’s centenary clubs were 
represented. 

Stirring 

Sports Advisory vice-chairman Tim Lorimer kicked 
off an evening that included speeches from Page, 
karate stalwart Josh Johnson and Councillor Mac 
Singh, and a demonstration from young members of 
Johnson’s karate club. 

Chairman Peter Holmes MBE then took centre 
stage. The 85-year-old is a founder member of the 
Sports Advisory Council and has worked tirelessly 
over the years to recognise the achievements of the 
city’s sporting stars and just as importantly the 
work of the people at grassroots level and behind the 
scenes. 

His passion and pride for the city’s sports people 
was evident during a stirring speech and he declared 
the evening a success. 

“I was overwhelmed,” he said. 

“The event was organised very well and I think 
everybody that was there seemed to enjoy it. It was 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Nick Elwell 


“Sportsmen and women 
have a knack. No matter what 
sport you are you can always 
find something to talk about. ” 


nice to see some of the Hall of Fame members there 
and we also had a nice representation of the cente¬ 
nary clubs. 

“I must say, to have them all under one roof was a 
unique situation. It was everything that I hoped for, 
to bring sport under one roof. 

“Sportsmen and women have a knack. No matter 
what sport you are you can always find something to 
talk about. It’s a language all on its own. 

“And I hope everybody went home saying ‘I enjoyed 
that and let’s look forward to the next 50 years’. 

Holmes is proud to have seen the Sports Advisory 
grow from strength to strength since its formation 
in 1967. 

“The town clerk at that time was a man named Ron 
Meddings,” said Holmes. 

“He said he looked upon the new group as a ‘ginger 
group’ - a group to liven up the council’s attitude to 
sport. It was an expression I had never heard before. 

“In those days the council’s attitude to sport was 
extremely limited,” he said. 

“In the early days we had a famous councillor, Ted 
Lane, and we also had a member whose name was 
Reg Cooke. 

“They were the influence behind the recognition 
of individuals in clubs who had done sterling work 
behind the scenes. 

“It’s amazing the number of people that have been 
recognised over the years for the work behind the 
scenes. Fifty years is quite an achievement and I am 
proud to have seen it grow.” 

Holmes was the driving force behind the city’s Hall 
of Fame, which was introduced in 1999. 


“Peter Bilson, who was chair of committee formed 
to celebrate the Millennium asked me, ‘what is sport 
going to contribute?’ Initially, I said let’s recognise 
the clubs that have celebrated their centenary. In 
those days there were 10. 

“Then I thought, let’s go one better and have a look 
at a Hall of Fame. The first three people inducted 
were Charlie Stowe, Jack Taylor and Hugh Porter. 

“Now we try to look to induct two, three or four 
people annually.” 

And he is only to eager to share and highlight the 
city’s sporting success. 

He added.“It’s nights such as these were we realise 
how lucky we are in Wolverhampton. We realise our 
contribution to the life of the city and the name of 
the city. 

“That has been my aim, to make people realise 
what Wolverhampton has. We don’t appreciate what 
we have in the city and this never ceases to amaze me. 

“I was talking to guests on my table and they were 
quite amazed to realise what Wolverhampton had 
roduced.” 

entenary clubs: 1835 Wolverhampton Cricket Club, 1875 Wolver¬ 
hampton Rugby Club, 1876 Wolverhampton Swimming Club, 1877 
Wolverhampton Wanderers FC, 1885 Wolverhampton Lawn Tennis & 
Squash Club, 1891 Wolverhampton Wheelers Cycling Club, 1892 South 
Staffordshire Golf Club, 1893 Penn Common Golf, 1895 Bilston Lawn 
Tennis, Bilston Town FC, 1896 Wolverhampton Ladies Hockey Club, 
1898 Wolverhampton Casuals Football Club, 1903 Wolverhampton 
Hockey Club, 1904 Ettingshall Holy Trinity Football Club, 1908 Penn 
Cricket Club, Penn Golf Club, 1910 Wolverhampton Referees Associ¬ 
ation, 1913 Oxley Park Golf Club. 

Hall of Fame members: Charles Stowe (Golf), Hugh Porter MBE (Cyc¬ 
ling), Jack Taylor OBE (Football), Billy Wright CBE (Football), Hayley Price 
(Gymnastics), Elvis Gordon (Judo), Rachel Heyhoe-Flint MBE (Cricket), 
Verona Elder MBE (Athletics),Densign White (Judo), Lorna Mainwaring 
(Gymnastics), Rev. Kenneth Hunt (Football), Greg Silvester (Gymnastics), 
Dennis Stewart (Judo), Nick Jeavons (Rugby), Tony Wilson (Boxing), 
Bill Slater CBE (Football), Kathy Cook (Athletics), Gary Cook (Athletics), 
Dharam Pal (Weight Lifting), Don Evans (Motor Cycling), Ron Flowers 
(Football), Bob Thom (Cycling), Rosemary Stirling (Athletics), Frank Chil¬ 
ton (Roller Hockey), Stan Cullis (Football), John Rhodes (Motor Racing), 
Jerome Atkinson (Karate), John Spittle (Rifle Shooting), Syd Harrington 
(WeightLifting), John Coyle (Boxing), Alan Anthony Meddings (Athletics), 
Tessa Sanderson CBE (Athletics), Sonia (Lannaman) Garmston MBE (Ath¬ 
letics), Archibold Edward Wones Compston (Golf), Percy Stallard (Cyc¬ 
ling), Maureen (Tranter) Lewington (Athletics), Gary Haynes (Gymnastics), 
Rev. John Thorneycroft Hartley (Lawn Tennis), Susan Partridge-Chatrier 
(Lawn Tennis), Kevin Darley (Horse Racing), Anna Bullock (Squash),Roger 
Ellis (Cycle Speedway), Mark Holton (Athletics), Frank Spittle (Rifle Shoot¬ 
ing), Richard Attwood (Motor Racing), Raymond Jones (Cycling), Denise 
Lewis (Athletics), Bert Williams MBE (Football), Craig Fallon (Judo), Diane 
Bailey MBE (Golf), Fiona Elliot (Table Tennis), Liz Brown (Squash), Helen 
Lower (Table Tennis), Michael K. Ayre (Swimming), Roy Addison (Boxing), 
Dr. Lisa Martine Kehler (Race Walking), Vikram Solanki (Cricket). 


Superbike ace gears 
up for sports bar date 

SUPERBIKE superstar John McGuinness will make a first-ever appear¬ 
ance at a Wolverhampton sports bar in November. McGuinness, a winner 
of 23 Isle of Man TT titles, will meet fans and answer questions on Thurs¬ 
day November 23 at Cleveland Arms, Stow Heath Lane. 

He follows other sporting greats to have appeared at the venue, such as 
Bruce Grobbelaar and Steve Bull, Snooker’s John Parrott, darts legends 
Phil Taylor and Wayne Mardle and speedway world champions Tai Woffin- 
den, Nicki Pedersen, Ole Olsen and Hans Nielsen at the venue. 

Organisers are thrilled to land the Morecambe racer, who is currently in 
the early stages of recovery after suffering a broken leg, rib and back inju¬ 
ries in practice for the recent NW200, which ruled him out of this year’s TT. 

Cleveland Arms spokesman Will Adamson said: “We are proud and hon¬ 
oured to have John coming here, it’s a major feather in the cap not just for 
us but for the city of Wolverhampton.” 

Tickets are just £10 for standard seats and standing, but a £30 VIP pack¬ 
age is available (restricted to 40) which includes 6pm entry, priority seat¬ 
ing, a picture with John printed and signed on the night and a buffet. 

Call 01902 451021 or buy online at clevelandarms.com via paypal. 


Knockout night with 
boxing pundit Bunce 

THE face of boxing Steve Bunce will bring tales from the ring to the ECC 
Sports and Social Club in Wolverhampton next month. 

‘Buncey’ will take the stage to give a speech for guests on Wednesday 
July 19 at the club in Showell Road, Bushbury. 

Popular pundit Bunce is a regular presence with broadcasters BoxNa- 
tion, BT Sport and the BBC, along with magazine Boxing Monthly and a 
host of national newspapers. 

The 54-year-old is London born and bred but now lives in Lichfield, com¬ 
muting back to the capital for many of his media commitments. 

He has more than 30 years of experience and has covered the sport for 
five separate Olympic Games and more than 50 shows in Las Vegas. 

Bunce was once dubbed by flamboyant former world champion Chris Eu¬ 
bank Snr as “a legend in boxing” and has written a book, called ‘the Fixer,’ 
about the sport. 

He offers a respected opinion on fighting matters past and present and 
will front questions from the audience. A full night of entertainment is for 
£20 a ticket, which includes a three-course meal and a professional photo¬ 
graph alongside him. For more information, call 01902 424 455. 


Darts players Devon 
sent for friendly tie 

A BLACK Country Elite darts squad travels to Exeter to take on a Devon 
All Stars side for a friendly fixture at the end of next month. 

A full weekend of events at the oche will see the West Midlands contin¬ 
gent meet the home line-up on July 29-30. 

A 17-strong group, led by Martin Greenwood, will make the trip to the 
city’s All Stars Sports Bar, where the action will begin on Saturday after a 
blind draw. All players will first undertake a first-to-four legs game. Sunday 
will see eight doubles matches, under a format to be decided. 

Sponsors who are interested are invited to get involved by calling 07388 
822 310 or you can message Martin directly on Facebook. 

Martin and Richard Duncan have organised the Halesowen Open knock¬ 
out tournament this Saturday (June 17), as a tribute to Ben Morse. Ben, 
36, was killed after being hit by a car in a suspected hit-and-run incident 
on May 1. 

The Open takes place at the Yeltz Bar, on Old Hawne Lane. The £5 entry 
fee for players will split between the prize pot and the Just Giving fund for 
Ben’s family. Rregister by 1pm for a 1.30pm start. 
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Stokes weighting on hat-trick chance 


Albion can’t 
sell winger 
McManaman 

ALBION are struggling to offload un¬ 
wanted winger Callum McManaman, 
having received no interest in him so far 
this summer. 

McManaman has been exiled by head 
coach Tony Pulis for the past 18 months 
but still has a year left on his Albion con¬ 
tract. 

He spent the 
second half of last 
season on loan at 
Sheffield Wednes¬ 
day, but the 
26-year-old strug¬ 
gled to hold down 
a starting place at 
Hillsborough. 

There was no op¬ 
tion to buy him in¬ 
cluded in the deal 
and the Owls have not contacted the 
Baggies about keeping him next season. 
As it stands, McManaman is due to re¬ 
port back for duty at Albion’s training 
ground in Walsall with the rest of the 
squad on Monday, July 3. 

The Baggies are short on numbers, 
having lost skipper Darren Fletcher to 
Stoke, and the issue has worsened this 
international break after injuries to Hal 
Robson-Kanu, Gareth McAuley, and 
James Morrison, who has damaged is 
medial knee ligaments. 

It means the Baggies only have 11 
senior outfield players fit at the moment, 
but Pulis still wants to sell McManaman, 
who he hasn’t played for more than a 
year. The 26-year-old, who was the 2013 
FA Cup final man of the match, does not 
do enough defensive work for the Bag¬ 
gies head coach. 

Halesowen hit by 
bad weather in 
close-run match 

HALESOWEN’S season was once again 
blighted by the weather in a tense affair 
at Sutton Coldfield. Having bowled the 
hosts for just 137 thanks to the efforts 
of Ross-Watt (4-48) and Rhodes (3-36) 
Halesowen came a little unstuck in their 
reply as they stuttered to 112-8 with 4 
overs remaining when the rain came. 

Only Hassan Quami (23) and Jamie 
Harris (27) looked like building a mean¬ 
ingful innings as the Sutton bowlers 
created pressure on a difficult batting 
surface. The losing draw sees Halesowen 
placed at 8th in the table. 

Richard Brooker Club Captain how¬ 
ever once again lamented on a couple of 
key areas in the game. He said: “Another 
excellent and improving performance 
and but for a couple of poor umpiring de¬ 
cisions in the middle of the game which 
brought Sutton back in to it we were well 
on top.” 

The second team were trounced at 
home by Himley in a low-scoring affair 
when chasing Himleys 108 all out Hale¬ 
sowen could only muster 88 on a surface 
that was enjoyed by the spinners on 
both sides. For Halesowen Hawker (5- 
27) Greening (2-35) and Bullock (2-27) 
all bowled with control on a worn surface 
whilst Himley offspinner Tom Rhodes 
retuned figures of 3-19. That said the 
application of the Halesowen chase led a 
lot to be desired. 


WEST Bromwich’s Josh Stokes will be planning 
to come down the weights after he’s learned his 
craft as a professional boxer. 

His progression continues when he looks to 
make it a hat-trick of paid victories at Walsall 
Town Hall on Friday, July 7. 

The 23-year-old features on BCB Promotions’ 
‘Made in the Black Country’ show, sponsored by 
the Grosvenor Casino Walsal. 

Stokes has boxed at cruiserweight on both occa¬ 
sions and looked imposing but plans to campaign 
in the, at least, light heavy division as his expe¬ 
rience grows. It was at 81kg that he had more 
than 50 amateur bouts for Wodensborough Box- 


WEST Bromwich Dartmouth 
Cricket Club are planning for a 
bright future by going back to 
the past. 

The Birmingham League outfit have 
introduced a new order in a bid to pro¬ 
vide a conveyor belt of talent for their 
first team. 

Jay Patel has taken on the role of chairman 
while the club’s desire to produce homegrown 
players has seen them entice one of their bright¬ 
est talents from years gone by back ‘home’. 

Former all-rounder Niro De Silva has returned 
to his old stomping ground to take on the role of 
head selector and to implement a player pathway 
programme. 

De Silva cut his teeth as a youngster at Dart¬ 
mouth before earning a professional deal with 
Leicestershire. 

His father, former Sri Lanka Test captain DS 
De Silva, played for Dartmouth during the late 
70s while his brother Rucky still turns out for 
the first team. 

Strongest 

Patel was the driving force behind getting Niro 
back on board as he plots what he hopes will be a 
successful future for the club. 

The club’s current first team, under the guid¬ 
ance of former Worcestershire and Glouces¬ 
tershire batsman Kadeer Ali, are one of the 
strongest in the top tier of local league cricket. 

They won the Premier Division title in 2014 
and are sitting fifth in the early season standings. 

But the ambitious Patel, whose son Aaron has 
progressed through the ranks into the first team, 
is thinking far beyond this summer. 

“In future years I would like to see the ma¬ 
jority of our first team to be made up of players 
who have come through our youth ranks,” said 
the 54-year-old, who works a business develop¬ 
ment investment manager for Wolverhampton 
Council. 

“The ethos is very much going to be concen¬ 
trating on our youth. 

“We have a lot of representation in the Staf¬ 
fordshire district and county sides and we are 
going to nurture that. 

“And after we have nurtured them for five or 
six years, we want to keep them. 


Boxing 


ing Club, before turning over this year. He might 
even make super middle. 

He has outpointed journeymen Mitch Mitchell 
and Curtis Gargano without conceding a round so 
far and now awaits his next test over four rounds. 

He’s had just a week off training since the 
Gargano fight on May 12 to go on holiday to Las 
Vegas with his younger brother Tom, who is also 
an unbeaten pro. One-to-one coaching at John¬ 
son’s Wednesbury Boxing Academy along with 
sparring alongside the likes of Jamie Cox, Ricky 


“We want them to see that there is way for 
them to progress. We want a pathway in place 
for them. 

“Niro has come on board as head selector and 
in charge of the player pathway. 

“We are hoping to start doing one to ones with 
the youngsters and we want to get their parents 
involved as well. 

“We want to join those dots up to become a 
good family club. 

“We want to boost our second, third and fourth 
teams but there will be a chance of progression. 

“We will have conversations with the moms 
and dads and let them know what our expecta¬ 
tions are and with regard to what their expecta¬ 
tions are. We can work together on this. 

“Hopefully we have got the right people in 
place,” added Patel, who headed up the youth sec¬ 
tion at Wolverhampton before crossing the Black 
Country divide five years ago. 


Summers and Lennox Clarke is helping him to 
progress further. 

Bloxwich duo Luke Paddock and James Beech 
Jnr enjoy home advantage elsewhere on the card 
with Burton’s Leon Gower also featuring. 

Stokes’ West Bromwich cohort Tommy Loach 
also appears in the home corner, as do Tividale’s 
Ryan Davies and Brummie Aaron Murphy. 

The Black Country’s only female pro boxer 
Lauren Johnson, from Wolverhampton, and 
Swadlincote super lightweight Connor Parker 
complete the line-up. 

Tickets are on sale at £30 and £60 ringside from 
the Town Hall Box Office on 0845 111 2900. 


De Silva is relishing the challenge that lies 
ahead and his softly-spoken words hide a fierce 
determination to succeed. 

“I have been part of this club since I was 13-14 
years old,” said the former leg-spinning all- 
rounder. 

“My father played here and my brother still 
plays here. 

“I played my youth cricket and senior cricket 
here before I got a contract at Leicestershire. 

“Now I have come back to give them a little 
bit of support in terms of putting something back 
into the grassroots. 

“I want to give back some of my experience and 
knowledge to the club were I started my cricket. 

“We have got a good core of under-13 to 15s so I 
can see that the future is bright. It’s just making 
sure we have got the right systems and processes 
in place so that we can look after these kids and 
give them the right opportunities. 


Brummies 
lose despite 
best Bacon 

BIRMINGHAM suffered a 50-40 de¬ 
feat against Kent in an incident-packed 
meeting at Central Park. 

A sensational showing from stand-in 
skipper Tom Bacon was not enough to 
see the Surestop Brummies add to their 
Travel Plus National League points 
tally. Bacon bagged 17 points and suf¬ 
fered just one defeat, whilst guesting 
No.l Mitchell Davey also impressed. 

But the visitors ran 11 last places and 
were made to pay by a Kings’ side with 
plenty of strength in depth. 

They were also left sweating on the 
fitness of Kyle Roberts and Liam Carr 
ahead of Tuesday’s trip to the Isle of 
Wight. Roberts suffered a suspected 
broken collarbone whilst Carr left with 
a wrist injury after a separate spill. 

And team boss Graham Drury admit¬ 
ted his side were left “wounded” by the 
end of the night. 

Said Drury: “We went into the meet¬ 
ing without our No.l and our captain, 
then to lose two more riders left us right 
up against it. 

“I felt we went in and put in a very 
good performance, especially consider¬ 
ing the circumstances, although we were 
beaten by the better side. It was a bril¬ 
liant effort from Tom Bacon to score 17 
points it has to be said, but by the end it 
was the battle of the wounded.” 

KENT 50: Luke Bowen 12+1, Anders Rowe 9+1, Ben 
Hopwood 8, Jack Thomas 7+3, Bradley Andrews 7+3, 
Nathan Stoneman 7+1, Luke Clifton R/R. 
BIRMINGHAM 40: Tom Bacon 17, Mitchell Davey 12, 
Liam Carr 5, Layne Cupitt 3+1, Macauley Leek 2, Kyle 
Roberts 1, Darryl Ritchings R/R. 

Ayres on target to 
face his old club 

DANNY Ayres is on target to face the 
club he left to join Cradley on Monday. 

The Heathens fans favourite has been 
struggling with muscle damage, but is 
determined to make it back for the clash 
with Kent at Monmore Green. It’s the 
first meeting in three weeks for Cradley 
after a hectic May saw them pick up vital 
league points. 

Boss Will Pottinger said: “Danny has 
told us he is expecting to be back riding 
this weekend and that’s good news for 
us on Monday. It’s important for us to 
get a win on Monday, we know it will be 
a tough meeting because Kent have good 
riders and I’m expecting a good meeting. 

“It’s been a long wait for our fans to 
see the lads in action again.” 

Meanwhile limited tickets remain on 
sale for nights with Heathens Legends 
Lance King (June 29, Halesowen Cricket 
Club) and Greg Hancock (July 20, Cleve¬ 
land Arms Wolverhampton) and can be 
purchased on Monday at the club shop 
and at sportstalkevents.co.uk/bookingof- 
fice or from the venues direct. 
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DARTMOUTH'S 
SILVA SERVICE 



Former player Niro De Silva, left, and chairman Jay Patel, who both have big plans for Dartmouth 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RE¬ 
CYCLING 
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of newspapers in 
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COMPLETE GARAGE CONVERSIONS FROM £6.350 


* Quality installations ••• 

No deposit required ••• 

Full payment on completion 

FREE plastic ceiling with chrome inserts and 
4 x led spot lights with all full bathroom conversions 


DB 


PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE 


West Midlands Ltd 

I KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 

(MlEaDQiBQlED 657 EBEB 


WE DON’T USE SUBCONTRACT BATHROOM INSTALLERS UNLIKE OTHER LOCAL BATHROOM COMPANIES! 


Your local bathroom 
and kitchen specialist 

Full bathroom conversions from £3495 

Fully fitted kitchens from £4995 & 

& dr 

Friendly reliable service Ao ^ 

Fully project managed Ar 
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SALARY 


£25 


CAREER 


IT PROJECT 


MANAGER 


COURSE 


COMPUTING 


THE SANDWELL COLLEGE 


OPEN EVENTS 


THURSDAY 22 JUNE 


5PM - 8PM 


SATURDAY 24 JUNE 


11AM-3PM 


@ CENTRAL CAMPUS 1 SPON LANE 


WEST BROMWICH B706AW 


SALARY 

£20,000 

£45 000 






CAREER 
AUTOMOTIVE 
ENGINEER 


COURSE 
MOTORSPORTS/ 
ENGINEERING 


Tom 

Made it happen 
with Automotive 

Now: Working on the Mark 2 Jaguar 
at restoration specialists CMC 

“Sandwell College has given 
me the opportunity to work 
with the cars I love.” 


“My qualification from Sandwell 
College ensured I had all the skills 
and experience I needed to get into 
uni and pursue my career in IT.” 


SALARY 

£ 20 , 000 - 

£65^000 
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CAREER 

BUSINESS 

MANAGEMENT 


COURSE 

BUSINESS 

STUDIES 


SALARY 

£18,000- 

£30,000 

CAREER 

SALON 

MANAGER 

K 

COURSE 




III 


• II 


BEAUTY 

THERAPY 


Made it happen with 
Beauty Therapy 


Now: Beauty business owner and 
Steiner cruise ship therapist 


“The help and support I had at 
college were really good. The 
course has been ideal 
for giving me opportunities in the 
industry.” 


Made it happen 
with Computing 


Now: Studying for a BSc in Artificial 
Intelligence and Robotics at 
Aberystwyth University 


Made it happen with 
Business Studies 


Now: Received 5 university offers, 
including 3 offers from Aston 
University to study International 
Business. 


Uniqua 


“I was so pleased to get so 
many offers. I got 13 distinctions 
which definitely helped.” 
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NEW COURSES STARTING SEPTEMBER! 




Sandwell College 

West Bromwichi 


Music Production - Subsidiary Diploma 
for Music Practitioners (RSL) 

Are you looking to get into the music industry? Are you a 
creative person who has already studied music technology 
or has a good amount of practical experience? 

Study for the Music Production Subsidiary Diploma, and 
you’ll learn about music sequencing and production, digital 
recording, remixing, how the music industry works, live 
sound recording, podcast production, music marketing 
and how to organise a music event. 

You will also visit local recording studios and live music 
venues, record and set up live sound equipment for various 
college events, and attend masterclasses and workshops 
with industry professionals. 

Liking the sound of these courses? 

Come down to our open event to discover 
more and apply! 

0800 622 006 www.sandwell.ac.uk 




Film & Media Production Extended 
Diploma - Film, TV & Radio Pathway (Pearson) 

Are you considering a possible career in film and media 
production? Do you have a desire to explore the academic 
study of film media? 

Study for the Film & Media Production Extended Diploma, 
which can get you into university or arts/film school, and 
you’ll learn how to create film media for entertainment and 
advertising purposes, as well as analyse current film and 
media. 

You’ll study Media Representations, Film Production (Fiction & 
Factual) and Camera Techniques. There will also be film-based 
projects, trips to production companies, and screening visits. 


Ofstecl 

Good 

Provider 


RATED GOOD BY 0FSTED WITH MANY OUTSTANDING FEATURES 
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Sandwell College 

West Bromwich ^ 


This is a careers college helping you to get the career or the university course that you want. Courses include: 


Ofsteci 

Good 

Provider 


RATED GOOD BY OFSTED WITH MANY OUTSTANDING FEATURES 


Call 0800 622 006 or visit www.sandwell.ac.uk 


Multimedia Design, Graphics, 
Imaging and Animation 

Multimedia Programming 

Painting & Decorating 

Photo graphy 

Plastering 

Plumbing 

Public Services - Uniformed 


Sports Studies 
Supported Learning 
Theatrical Hair, Make-up & Design 
Tiling 

Travel & Tourism 
Web Design 


If you haven’t applied to us yet, come to our open event and 
we shall help to find the right course for you. 


A Levels 
Acting 

Airline Passenger 
Services Agents 

Animal Care 

Art & Design 

Automotive Mechanics 

Automotive Body Repair 

Aviation Operations 
on the Ground 

Barbering 

Beauty Therapy 


ESOL 

Fashion 

Film & Media Production 
Foundation Learning 
Hairdressing 
Hair & M edia Make-up 
Health and Social C are 
IT Users iTQ/Administration 
Motorsports Engineering 
Music Performance 
Music Production 


Busi ness Studie s 
Cabi n Crew 
Carpentry & Joinery 
Childcare 

Computer Games Design 
Computing 

Construction Multi-skills 
Cricket Academy 
Dance 

Dog Grooming 
Engineering 


APPRENTICESHIP 
VACANCIES 
AVAILABLE NOW 

THE STARTING POINT 
FOR YOUR CAREER 

It’s a win-win situation! You learn real skills in a real 
job, you gain a nationally-recognised qualification and 
there’s every chance of a career at the end of it. 


We run apprenticeships for 16-18 year-olds in: 

Apprenticeship* 

Bricklaying 

Dental Nursing 

Mechanical, Electrical, Trim (MET) 

Vehicle Body Repair 

Business Administration 

Engineering 

Painting & Decorating 

Vehicle Refinishing 

Carpentry 

Hairdressing 

Pharmacy Technician 

Warehousing and Storage 

Childcare 

Health and Social Care 

Plastering 

f-^ 

Customer Service 

Light Vehicle Mechanics 

Team Leading 

I 
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Call our team now and tell us why you would make a good apprentice 
on 0121 667 5018 or come to our open event at Central Campus 


FUTURE 

SKILLS 

SANDWELL 

COLLEGE 


SCHOOL LEAVERS YOUR FUTURE 
STARTS AT SANDWEII COLLEGE 


COME DOWN TO 
THE SANDWELL COLLEGE 
OPEN EVENTS 

THURSDAY 22 JUNE 
5PM - 8PM 
SATURDAY 24 JUNE 
11AM-3PM 

@ CENTRAL CAMPUS 1 SP0N LANE 
WEST BROMWICH B70 6AW 



















